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4 CHARGED IN 1999 ARSON

Investigation comes to
a close after 8 years;
M5L) officials react

By Kelly House
THE STATE NITWs

After more than edght vears ol
investigation, police and M50
officials announsed Tuesday the
arrests of four suspects in con-
nectlon with tle 10g9 aran of
Agriculiire Hall

Detrodr sesidents Fronk Bri-
an Anthrase, 33, Aren Barnard
Burtlwick, z7, and Stephanie
Lynne Pulrz, 27, and Cloncinnatl
regiclant Marse Jeanetie Mason,
46, eacly face four counts of con-
spEracy to colminkl Arson, aggra-
vated arqon and agsca in con-
nection with the Ageiculiure
Hall neddent and & Jaw 1 2000,
arsan of commercial lagging
eguipment near Mesick, Mich.

The incident ar Agriculiure
Hall cauged more than &1 mil-
ot in damage.

If convicted, the ¢harges
agalnst exch membear of the
group carry & minimum pen-
aley of five vears and a max-
imwin peaalty of 40 years (o
Prisod.

Officials from MEU palice,
the LS. Attorney's Office for
the Western District of Michi-
gan and the FBI were invalved
in the investigation.

“We certainly hope we've seim
the messape 1o these folks that
time will not deter usg,” said
Andrew Areua, the FBI gpecial
agent In charge of the casa,

The |ndictoant seates that all
foare suspects helped plan the
argon of Agriealiere Hall and
that Mason and Ambrede exe
cuted Q. 1t also seates thae all
foarr suspects carvied out the
Mesick arson.

MEL police Chiaf flim Dun
lap said officers conducted the
irvesiigation 300468 1o states in
seatch of suspects.

“Wa've been working on i
neatly avery day for the pasi
eight vears” Dunlap sawd.

MNoqe of the suspects have
any prics university affiliaclon,
and nons have any prior arrass,
Duinlap sakd

The arson targeied the Agsi-
culture Bletechnology Suppoi
Project, or ARET, a program tha
reseaicles the uss of genetically
modified plants for use in Afri
ca and ather developing parts
of the wiorld, M50 President Lou
Anna K. Simen said

Ehordy after the arson, an

Stan Clayten of Burton Brothers elemns the ribble of the Institute of (ntemational
Agriculture's offices In Agriculture Hall on Jan. 13, 2000, after 5 suspected arson damaged

"It was more than the destruction of
property, It was an assault on the core
value of free and open inguiry at a

research university.”

Lo Anna K. Simen, M5U President

anvironmental group known
a3 Earth Liberation Frone took
responsibdlity for the fire. The
growp |5 considersd a threat
by law enforcement officials
because of its past imvolvemend
in acisof apolerrorism.

The fire was atareed (o the
office of te ABSE disactor Cath-
arina [ves amd coused damage

to the thied and feurth Nooss
of the nofthaast wing of Agri-
cultuge Hall

Following the arson, the
ABSP olfices and some neigh-
boring offices were telocated
while repairs were made. It
1ook abaue a year [of the dani-
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To see the
statements made
Tuesday by
Fresident Lou Anna
K. Simon and US
Attorney Charles
Gross, visit

wiwne statenaws

com/multimeadia.

INVEETIGATION

MISSING ITEMS COULD SUGGEST
FOUL PLAY IN COTTER’S DEATH

By Kelly House
THE 5TATE HEWS
-

Ttems misging [rom Hylan
Coteer's body could indi-
cate al als-
ment of foul
play in how
she diad, het
mather gaid
Tusaday

One of the
items, which
Naney Cot-
ter declinad
e identi
Iy, was later recovered miles
away from where her daugh-
per's body was found Jan. g ai
Bragsa Golf Course in Chestet
toiy, Dnd, The missing belong-
legs rafse speciulation aboud
whether the internatbonal rela-
tlons junior was being pursued
pelar o her deatl

“There are mquitigacing fac
fors that atill leave questions
as oo was thare or was these
not a rebbery and/or assaul
that was perpeteated against
my dauvghrer,” Mawpcy Cotler
said.

Chasterpan police suspend-
ed the criminal investigation
into Bylan Coteer’s death Fri

day alter a coromer ruled the
death & suicide.

Maney Coteer said alihough
she understands why police
wolld rule the death a sui-
clde, she disagrees with =i
aciions.

Chesterton police Le. Dave
Cincaskl, the kead lnvestigagas
of tle case, declined o com-
menl on cage spacifics, bul
sald police continue Lo eest
evidence not relagad 1o Lhe
cause of deaels.

“The investigation, right
o, 18 only suspendsad for the
cause and manser of death,”
hee said. “li is oot suspendead
for apy other aspect of the
investigation.”

He wouldn't commeant an
the ieing missing from Bylan
Cotter's body, which was
found 28 feer [rom the base
aof an electeical towar on the
golf course. He also wouldn't
codmmment ¢n low police delar-
mined she Landed L dhae spot
af haw sha knew the tower
wis Lhere.

Farter Counly Uoioner
Vietoria Deppe said Colter
fell backward leom the pow-
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EAST LANSING

Council talks club options,
considers greek district

By Brian McVicar
THE STATE MEWS

The Eass Lansing Ciey Cownedl
postpomied (5 decisiom toowsigh 0
on the redevelopaseint of The Dol-
lar Migheclub.

East Lansing
Magyor Wic Loo-
s aaid the
contisctl peeds
i examine s
Jong-term plan
for the area
efore it reacly
a4 decisioi

“What's the
vision — both
alsary term and o term — golng
ey b fog ebile corridos” he said.
“It's a function of doing right
(150 T

East Lansing doesn't have the
autlicaity 1o aueloeize o recevel-
opment because the el is o the
city's boader,

EBince January 2007, The Dol-
lar Mightclub, 5411 B Michigan
Ave has bean vacane

Bt with two developars eca-
peting to redevelop the propert-
ty, the area could be on ds way
10 fajuvenation.

Eric Scherrzing, chalrman ol
the Ingham County Land Bank,
said vwo redevelopmeant propas-
als for the formear club luve baen
intraducad.

One propesal calls for the
demodition of the building and
the ceeation of apartmens, and
tle ather 1o redevelop i a5 a ms-
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EHYIRONMENT

Heavy rain, snow make Red Cedar River rise

By Jefl Kanan
THE STATE HEWS

East Lansing's foul winves has
Besge iy quoee Lhan B 1o the Bed
Cedar River this year as wate
vidume levels ave Blasted past
imonthly averages.

Avcording g data froan the LS
Crealogical Survey, ar USGS, Red
Cedar Biver warar vohume Javels
far Januwary reachad the dilrd-
highest paak since 175, folkraed
by highes-than-averags Febiruaey
lewala,

Heqavy ansouits of precipita-
o cormbined with empeiatiise
fhectuations directly raised the
waber levels, said Steve Bhuner,
alyrdechogis at the USGS Michl-
gain Water Selence Cenper

“Iaronegls ehe wintes weve had
a ket of spowimeall swations
wheage we've gone from 4 snomw
pack o dry grass,” Blumer gaid.
“and due o this, 1 think we've
saan the rives Mow at a high this
winger”

Wader volums levels for the
Hed Cedar River were abour
three times the monthiy average
for Jammeary dnd o than o per
cent highar than 207, scconding
Lo e siarvey.

[n Febiuang vohime byals mes
gufed about 6o perceit highes
thizn the mesachly average.

Blugser sasd le éxpecis the
wiatar levals to conginue i reas
g during March and April as
winter ground modsiure reach
e4 the rivars.

“Typically in Maoch and Agpril
wes T sqoranmedia” Blumer said
“And whean b snows and ralns,
there's a aignificans amouwnn of
funoff”

Mozt af 2007 was character
ized by Had Cedar River wapes
vodinne levels alsrnaing above
aixt bebow the monghly averages,
acconding po USGS data. While
risfing leveals haven't led 1o serd-
auis Aeoding, officials have baen
farced ve close several Red Cadas
Rives valves wo peevene over low
dnver bocal subudivisions, said Ran:
dy Abbor, draining maiieenapes
supery o & the Ingham Couney
Drain Commissionar's olfice.

Hobert MeCann, a spolesman
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Kinesiology freshman Aaron Beger walks under the Farm
Larve bridge while heading for class. With the snow molting,
Increased water levels in the Red Codar River will prevent
Beger from taking the river pathway.

BRAIN POWER
E.L. children
get a hands-on
opportunity to
learn about the
brain from MSU

professors and

students. =4

Vveather

Party cloudy
High 3% | Low 50"
Three-day forecast, Fage 254




