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Check statenews.com at 9 p.m.
tonight for live blogging during
the presidential debate

LIVE BLOG: THE DEBATE

_#.* .

INFLUENCE OF
DEBATES ON
UNDECIDED
DISPUTABLE

By Lack Colman
THE STATE NITWS

Tonight's thied and final pras
idential debara is 8 musc-win
for Sen. John MeCain, B-Ariz.
— but studanes and axperis dis-
agreed on the type of lmpact d
might have on vorers

Spwdents said the final debage
will be & crucial factor (o par-
suading undecided voters,
while axperts
aaid it waould
have a4 mar
ginal effact.

an, Barack
Obama, D111,
held & 7.5 per-
centage pring
lead abave
McoCain as
of Tuesday,
according wo www. realclearpol
itica.eoimn. The poll {2 an average
of several national podls.

e thing the capdidates
must address o win voeders is
the (inancial crizis, experes
sakd,

FleCadn
will need to
ASALIARE Ame
leans' lears
about the
econamy il
he ig 1o inake
Any gains i
ithe race, said
Barnis Porn,
president of EPIC-MEA, a Lan
sing-based polling company.

“He's gor an uphill climb”
Porn said. “He's been there
for 26 years and he peeds ro
dio moge than |ust seate (o the
dabare, 1 can fix this, | can do
this,’ and asswme people are
godng 1o s M

M5 Debate Team head coach
William Repko said the econo
my has decrensed the debares
meamentim shifi potentdal, as
tlse Republican Farty has faced
eritieiam for policies thae many
balieve might have led 1o the
ftnancial crisis.

He zaid both candidapes
should use the debaee as a siage
o piomade Ltheir economic pol
icies to the public.

Histary jundos Scott Pan
grazzd said he is an wodecid

McCaln

Hev DEBATE on page 20
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&z Obama, MoCain
campaigns ga
forward, energy plans
put on back burner

By Kayla Habermehl
THE STATE HEEWS
-

ndependance from for
elgn oll. Alerpative and
renewable anergy resoune-
es. Climate change. These
tarims lave baen heard in the
EWE, SOME U 1N COnYersalkoa
and have besan tedzed around
by prespdential candidaes
Joho MeCaln and Barsck
Obaima, But despite the ther
orie, theenviconment hag
been overshadowead by leeusy
auch as the econcmy, fuel
prices and the war in lrag,
according to & Gallgp poll

“1 think peoples concerns
aboit the econamy and a lar of
misunderstanding abosl ewar-
2y and climate changs s laad-
ing 1o the environimant nod
getting maybe as much crigi
cal and desaibad areention that
I deservas " said Dr. Josapl
Arvad, the agseeiate dicecror
of the environmental selepee
and policy program ag MSLL

The discussion the candi-
chares have devioted Lo envicon
mental and ensrgy isgues has
been difficult 1o sore througly,
sabd Ellen Boarnhorst, 4 bio-
Syslemes engineering jpunio
and co-presideit of Eeo

“They say a lot of things,
bt iz's hard po kivow wlae
ihey il do,” s sakd. “Both
say that they will work
towards more aliernative
energy, but they haven't sald
a way to achieve that.”

Ui ared many Ameri
cans are concerned with &
the rising cost of fuel prices.
Although both candidates aup-
et domestic adl drilling, they
also are pushing abermative
fuels such as biofuels, Tyt id
and eleciric technology,

Obama wants 1o have 1 mil-
licn plug-in hybrid cars (o the
hands of consuiness by zo1s.
Cuirrent loybeids run on elec-
trie motors &t low speeds and
gas at higler spaeds. New
er madels chiarge by baing
plugged inea the wall, 2aid
Dr. Dennds Miller, a chem-

b

ical engiiseering professol
wihio researches the produc
iten of fusls and chemicals
[rem renewable resources,
“There will be electric
card available in pwo years,
like Ch's Vol in 2010, Mill-

er said. “The technola-
gy for hvbeids is here™

MeoCain s pushing the
Clean Car Challenge, which
will provide spemakers with
a $5,000 tax ceedit for each
zera-emission car sald. He

Sie PLANS on piage 24

‘Green’ talk overshadowed

GEDRGI& RHODERSTHE STATE MEWS

Krishna Sai, & second-year chemical enginesring dectoral student, warks Tuesday
an a transesterification reaction to make biodiesel fusl Inthe Engineering Dullding.

Greanhouse gas
emissions

MeCaln; Reduce 60
pereant by 2050
Ohbama: Reduce 80
percent by 2050
Foralgn ol
MeCaln: Strategic
Independance by 3025
Obama; Eliminate
imp=ris from the
Midd s East and
Wenegueln

Candidates’ environmental plans

within 10 years

Claan autemobile
tachnology

MeCaln: Claan Car
Challsnge will give &
35,000 tar ered|t far
aach Tero-carban-
armilssien car soid
Obama: & §7,000
tax credit for buying
adwvanced vehicles
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City Council works on new building code

By Allison Bush
THE STATE NEWS

[he Easy Lansing Ciry Coun-
cll continead its discussion on
possible fature requirements
for the ciey's bulldings ai s
work session Tuesday

The council racedved an
||.|3|.‘|.'|tr_' on the l.'l]..uluiu.g_ pro
cess for a clywide form-basad
code, which would call fo
Puildings vo comply with fea
tures such as haight, window
locarion and seyle.

“Frobably sooner tlan Laer,
we are going 1o have we look

al getnng a comsuliane.” said
Darcy Schiite, planning and
pening administator for the
city of Easi
Lansing.

Arcard-
ing to the
tlmeling, the
form-bassed
cade should
be complee
by EBebruary
TT.

The city
approved s Brst encountes
with conditional rezoning al
s O, 7 meeting, which cons-

Board

bined feaiuees fram ewo dil-
ferent zoning codes, allow-
g what would pormally be
a four-story
building 1o
contain five
stories,

L lis wias a
step towand
implement
lng a form
based code
— e of the
city's goals
listed In its comprebensive
plan, Councilmember Kevin
Beard said. The caomprehen-

They both give us a ittle more flexibility and

wa're ot always confined to the rigid categarias

wWe nays with corventions

Rogor Peters, council member
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Arsonist
could have
prison time
reduced

By Abby Lubbers
THE STATE HEWR

A man involved in the g
Mew Year's Eve araon at AZri-
culture Hall could serve a
teducad prison sentence after
Asgisrane LS. Attorney Hagen
Frank recognized the man's
asgistance [ ongoing eoo-jer-
farism investigatiens.

Frank Brian Ambrose trav.
eled outzide Michigan seven
thimes and recorded 178 widar-
cover conversations with Lar-
getg, aceotding 1o an Associat
ad Press seporl.

He started working with
the FBI in 2007, when his
connectian 1o ecs-terrorism
was uneaverad. Ambrose had
thiow n xway a gas mask, per-
sonal records and an explosive
ina teash bin near Deteode,

A man looking for scrap
catdboard found the liems
and called police, tpping ofi
authorilias.

A gentenclng hearing for
Ambrose |5 scheduled for Mo
day at the L&, Distriet Couird
i Grand Ragids.

Amnbross's avterney, Michael
Brady, declined w6 cominsnt on
the caga.

Frank, in a coure [iling,
asked a federal Judge (n
western Michigan o reduce
Ambrose’s gentencing [ron a
ot ntial 20 Wedrs L prison 1o
aighi [0 10 Years.

Ambroses cooperation lkas
helped lnvestigatoes in selving
cdher cases, Frank said in the
coure fling.

“IHls help) has been noth-
iirg short ef remarkable, both
in terms af the time and effon
he put dnea i@ and 1o verms
of it value e faderal law
anforcement,” Frank said in
il filing.

Frank could wot be reached
for conument Tuesday,

Ambross seq Bre o offices o
ilie Agriculiure Biotechnology
Support Propect, or ABRSE, in
prodest of reaearch on genseil-
cally madified cropa ar MELL

Lis March, Ambioss pleaded
gulley bo consplracy Lo com-
mill the MSU areed, and anoth-
ar incident invalving conmei
clal logglog equipment et
Mazgick, Mich. Both arsons
ware |.|':'I.1 IO an Environmeai-
tal graug called the Earh Lib-
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TRAVELIN
Michigan will issue
new licenses that
double as passports
to Canada, Mexico
and the Caribbean,

give plan outliises goals (o the
ciry over a period of tline.
“They both give us a liele
more fexibilicy and we're not
always confined 10 the rigid
catagorEs we have with con-
ventlenal zoning,” Couancil-
membar Roger Petdrs said.
Patara gaid he would like

I S VArious members ol
the community, o additian
to the ciive boards and com
muissions members, loveled
order 1o gel & wide range ol
apinians.

The council also approved
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