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FHOTD COURATESY OF SXC HU

MSU’S GREAT DE

Students face off to
share candidates'
views for 2008
presidential election

By Kelly House
THE 5TATE HEWS
- —

e prealdei fal debates may
be cwer, bt i last miglt's spu-
dant debate was any indieca-
oy, studemts are far [rom done
arguing about the candidages’
flatfor ms.

Mace thin Go studeists gagh
ered s the Wondees Hall Kiva
last night eo hear reprassila-
tives from three campus poli-
ical groups defend their presi
dential candidates.

LDebaters from BELU Deme-
crads, MEU College Republicans
and Students [or Nader repre-
sented the views of Democtal-
bz presideiial candidaps Barsck
Obama, Bepublican candidate
Jodin MoCain and Natural Law
Farry candidae Halph Mader.
Audiencs mambers were Lreat-
ed te a miznee of politics, enper-
talmment and a few laughs as
tlse dabarers fraded vewpoliats
andd the oecasional jab at thedr
opponenLs.

Moat of the laughs were gar-
nared by the Studets for Mad-
et representalives, who refarred
1o Obama and MeCain as
“%keBama,” saying their policias
wiere too slmilar vo tell apart.

‘et lockEng at taoowings ol
flse Americnn corporale goveri
el voligg against the Amer-
ican people” sail Nader debat-
er and lmernational relatkens
senios Shape Dicks.

The debage was maderated by
James Madison Collegs assissai
professes Ben Klainsrman

One of the mose heatad eopics
of discussion between the stu-
ciene Hapublicans apd Democrats
wias low eo X Amerdca's falling
public schools.

The Republicans adwocat-
ad more amphasis on reading,
writiing, matly, meric-based pay
far eeaclvars and school of choice
vauchers

“They have to cul the far, get
bestter ar gt out,” saicd M5 Col-
lege Hepublicans spokesman
Lo Glinzalk.

Obama supportess disagresd,
saylng vouchers are neffective
andt slashing budgets will lead
{o maee failge.

‘AlLT heard from the MeCali
campatgn i il doesn't work,
just eut i, MSU Democrats
Presidant Gearg Schuttler said.
“Wheat are we goinisa do? Just fire
a bunch of epachers?

Indernattonal relations senio
Alysza Holaond, who efganized
thie event for ithe Janses Madi-
gon College Student Senabs, 2aid
wihile the dabats won't have a
aignificane ellect on woeess' deci-
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international ralations senlor and Students for Nader mambar Shame Dicks addresses
iszues about health care reform on a pansl of aight students supporting presidential
cand|dates Sen. Barack Obama, D-Il., Ralph Nader and Sen. John McCain, R=Ariz., on
Wodnesday night at Wonders Hall Khva. This was tha first tima a students-only debate
abaut the presidential race was hosted on campus this yaar,

Eboms MNow, 4, it e lped get stu-
dames invoelved in the political
PEDoEss,

“Ir's st more easily digesi
ad.” zhe zaid. “If WOl dadnt
widarstand an lssie, you can
follow up witlh a question
instead of lUstening 1o the
debate from the actual presi-
dential candidates fon TVL"

[he teama spent the davs
before the debate prepas-
ing answers 1o a list of pos-
gible questions ea the wsual
campaign season topics: the
war in leag, the economy,
the environnsent and aduca-

tion, among others. Most of
their remarks were relera
ilons of szatemants tlwe presi
dential candidates have nuade
on the campaiga teall, b
there were a few gleams of
Improvisaton,

Alter Kleinerman posed a
question, the dabaars were
each given thres mioutes to
tegpond, folkesed by a mbiuee
for sebuteal. During the Hoal
halfhous, the format changed
te o powis hall diseussion die
ing which sudienss members
posed guestions.

Roeland said the Studeant

Senate, which has organized
several on-campus debaies
s vear, has sepn 3n fncreise
in student isterest in politics
ks ebarting seacon

“There's mere of a deive fog
studants 1o become valved
in these campatgns” she said.
“The interest is thara, and 1t
golng 1o keep g rowing”

This was the Best time a
tied party ook pait in the
debates, Holand said she asked
pepreseniatives from Stidants
fod Mader to panticipate afeer
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UNIVERSITY

Some student voters still
unsure of trustees’ role

By Justin Harris
THE STATE NEWE

Eophie Vick sald she's ned
exactly sure what the M5SU
Board of Trustees does,

Whils the philosoply grad.
wate studend kiows the board
deals with the wniversioy's
badgee and ruition, the faces
and personalities that make
up the governing body are
unk o Lo het,

Aud with twe spois on the
board wp for grabs in two
weseks shes even more uncet-
taln aboul who b vate o

“I've bean looking into
(who's running for the boasd)
an-my own but aebody has
said anything abaut it around
hare " she said. “I wish thai
these were some soet of mate-
tials distributed on campus
abour who they are”

Many M5U siudents age
unsure of whe's on the board
and who 1o vote for on Elec-
tion Uay. Lo addlilon, some
students den't know whai
gaes on in the monthly board
nest g

Crustes Melanie Fostor said
awarensess of the board is cre
clal because of the decisions
it's In charge of — fuiticn,

budgel, [aculey appoine.
ments and the hiring of the
president.

Twouldn't juse say stwde
awareness, ' make It broad-
er aid say public awarensgs,®
Foseer said. “This always
becomes nkose prodound when
you're [ an alecuion year.'

Fostar and fellow trusiee
Dion Mugent agread the board
likes oppoitunities to speak
with student organizations
and ateend events on camgeis.
Nugent said accepting lnvita-
tons from studant growps is a
great way o be e visble 1o
the average MEU student

“There are several board
members that make a con-
sctous effort ta try Lo fulfill as
miany af the invitations ag thay
can,” Mugent said. “Oheviously,
you cain't get po them all. Bui
it ls impareane thal we have a
good relstionship batwesn the
stisdents and the boand”

Whila tle Board of Trust-
aes slection is statewide,
Democratic candidate Dianne
Byrum sadd using a variery
of adwertleing near MELU i
easantial Lo galinling support.
Byrum gaid she's done saver-

et BOARL on page 24
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FORMER MSU PROFESSOR
TO PERFORM IN ORCHESTRA

By Kara Paliokas
HE TATE MEWS

Legencdary local plandst Halph
Wotapek will jein the M5 Syne
pleny Orelwstra Satuiday 1o
commemorate s decades of
parformance and teaching ai
MELL

Votapek retired four years
ago, altar 36 vears of weaching
ar MSLL Although he s no lon-
ger beaching, Yotapek, &, still
Iz a famillar [ace around cam
pus becanss of his pegiodic pei
formances, He will ba pacforn:
ing Saturday in Wharon Cen
ter's Cobb Graar Hall. He will be
featured on the songs “Nights
in the Gandens of Spain” by De
Falla and “Symphony Mo, 2: The
Age ol Anxiety™ by Bernstein.

Vielin performiance doctoral
stwctent Ji Hywn Koy said ahe
is gure il show will play tooa
packed howse an Satuarday, Fac
uley nreginbers have been com:
ing o rehearsals just 1o s2e
Vonpek.

“Iis amazing for anyond Lo
lave a long carest just doing
ame tlaiing vou really love and
vou'rs really good at it ghe

said. “IUs inspiving o all the
yoiniag kida anxd for mysabl 1o,
Hopefully I'll be like that ad
A0Me poine”

In celebration ol Vatapek's 40
vears of performances arou nd
caimpus and in the comauunk-
ty, MSL Symiplwony Deehestra
conductod Laoh Greporian said
he suggasted that Wotapak join
the cechestra as a solodss for the
Program

Wotapeks material includas
“very difficule woeks, but the
oqchestea 8 a supeth orcliesten,
and the soleds i a remarkable
pdanist, sawhen you put them
togetlsar, i should be a gread
concert,” Gregoran said.

Gregorian has known Vota-
P it 1071 and he exid Vs
=k & axtremaly musical with
incredible lechnigue. He said
Vorapek i3 a great collaboratas
andl thae he has snjoped work
I wdeh huen

“1 abways look forward o
the coneerts, but this one s
very dpecial bacause Mi Vora-
pek happens alss io be a dear
frlend,” he sald. “Aoyiime |
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Experts advise
viewers to examine
what they see and
hear about the
candidates, page 3A

Spartans defeat
Cincinnati 2-0
Wednesday, page
BA i

m
W e e
vvealinef
Partly cloudy

High 538* | Low 35"
Theee-day forecast, page 24

DASKETHALL

Women'’s hoops team vies for better season, trip to Big Dance

By Sean Ely
THE STATE WS

Ever since that [ateful day
when the M5U womens bas-
kethall teans fouid out it wasn't
leadad 1o the Big Dance, it's
wanged o prove 1o the natkon
that & mistake was oeade.

The Spartans, who fio-
ished z3-14 overall, fele they
deserved to be In the zo08
MCAA TourLAlEnL.

Aird this season, they'l stop
aE MOERing 1o prove Lo ewary
oive thats whare they balong
whean the regular seascd s all
sl and doiwe — sog just in the
WIT, where they asdvanced 1o
the finals before flling vo Mar-
quiestts, A1-G6,

“We mally leel like we

belongead In {the tournament]
and ['m atill frustrated that we
wisfaine," head coach Suzy Moy
chant sakd Wed nesday ai MSL
Media Day. “If vou lose the
ga e, yoive done (o Lhe pani
S0 our kids did a good job of
puittiing eogedbvar some back-1o-
back games vo stay alive (o the
WHNITLS

For s2nbor guard Mia Jahin-
soiL, I8 not even as simple as
Just calling di a ehip on |wes
ghoulder.

e B whs e we'ee ar and
wiliers we're going 1o be al the
end of the seazon,” said Jahn-
goin, whe averagad 4.1 podotd
last seasnon. “Mow, we have 1o
goand prove to the pecple that
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From loft to
right, junior
conbar Lasren
Altch, junior
conter Allyssa
DixHaan

and junior
forward Alsha
Jdofferson

are axpoctod
to e this
season's
starting
fromtcourt.
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