PLAYER OF THE
WEEK

Blakr White, junior wide
rscalwar; four catches,
5 yards, towchdown

MEN'S
BASMETBALL

Purdue,
MEL and
Wisconsin
wate
predicted
to finish

in the top three for

the 2000-09 Big Ten
season, according to a
2E-member media panel
at the annual Big Ten
Media Dy in Chicago.

Purduse sophomore
Robbie Hummel was
selected as the Big Ten
Pressason Player of the
Year after averaging 11.4
points, &1 rebounds and
2.6 pssists per games
last seascn en route to
earnmg All-Conference
and All-Freshman Tearm
haonors.

MEL junior forward
Raymar Morgan,
Michigen guard Manmy
Harris, Purdue's ETwaun
Moore and Wisconsin's
Marcus Landry joined
Hummiel on the Big

Ten Prescason All-
Conference Team.

WOMEN"S
BASKETEBALL

The MEU wormen's
baskatball beam was
predicted to finish
third in the Big Ten

this seawon, scoording
to both the presoason
coaches and media pall
at the annual Big Ten
Media Day in Chicago.
The coaches tabbed
Purdus as the preseason
Faworite, with Ohio
State selected to finish
zpeond. The medis had
it the other way arcund.

Ohio State sophomore
Jantel Lavender was
selected as the Big Ten
Presesson Player of

the Year by both the
coaches and media.
Jabning Lavender aon
the Presesson Al1-Big
Ten tesm are MMSU junior
canter Allyssa DaHaan,
Purdue's Lindsay
‘Wisdom-Hykaon, lllinois’
Jdenna Emith and
Minnesota’s Emily Fox.

-
THIS WEERKEMND

FRIDAY
Woman's 5oCCar vs
Michigan, I p,m

Flald hockey vs. Pann
State, 4 p.m
Hochey vs. Westarm
Michigan, 7-05 p.m

Vollayball at Wisconsin,
Epm

SATURDAY
Football vs. Wisconsin,
nsan

Hockey at Wastarn
Michigan, 7.05 p.m
Vollayball at
tarthweastam, 8 p.m,

Wrastling, Eastern
Michigan Open in
Fpsinndl, all day

SUNDAY
Fleld hockey at Cantral
Michigan, noon

Woman's basketball,
Green & White gamea, 1

B.m

Man's soccar vs,
Harthwastam, 1 pm,

Cross counfry, Big Ten
Charmpionship in Amm
arbar, all day

ON THE WEB

Visit statenews.com for more
photos from this weekend's games

SPORTS

A

FOOTEALL

In less than two seasons
as MSU head coach, Mark
Dantonio has helped bring
all four rivalry trophies
Paul Bunyan (Michigan),
Megaphone {Notre Dame)
and Old Brass Spittoon
(Indiana) — to East
Lansing. For more football
coverage, see page 1A.
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Jdunior wide recelver Blalr White, left, evades the defense of Michigan linebacker Jonas Mouton for a B0-yard run. The Spartans

won §5-2.

Saaing hs
performance
today — | knew
hie was capable
of daing it | feel
s0 honored to
De on the same
team as Whitey
and play aon the
same field as
someaons who
wiorks as hard as
he does.

Jdavon Ringer,
senlor renning back

®

By Cash Kruth
THE STATE HEWS
-

ren Arbor — Oine vaar ago, Blaie White

was 4 walk-on at MSU, stuck on spe-

clal ieans while occasionally sesing tine

ar wikde recelver. Ssurday maening, he
was an afterthought — just anathes wide receiver fill-
Ing a role ac the Ma, 34 man o te M50 depeh cleaet

Bl by Sarurday evening, Blaie White was i hovise-
heobd namse for MSU featball fass aceoss the coun-
iy, ag the penlor haded 1n four csches for 19
vards and & woachdown — the et of his capsar
— in MEL's 95-00 wictory over Michigan

“Yioan ded’t Kiow who ade godng 1o be (e srass in this
game,” MSU baad cosch Mark Dairenio said, “Blai
carne L and had a hugs ploy on the frs thied dovwn
and then le goes 60-plus yards on askant— i was a big
play. ... Blair is a gamer and a tremendous person.”

Althcagh Sanerdays performiance transformead
Whibte from an unknown o the latest star io be emeaim-

5 W=

bered for what le did lo as MSU U-
M gaine, iv's heow he 2ol there dhat
his teammates remenber mest.

After beding a walk-on for three
veard, White, a zoof graduse of Moa-
vel Carliolie Central High in Sagi-
naws earned a scholaship from Dan-
tanis and the MELU coaching staff.

Whien was ansunced taar Waie
had earned a scholarstip follow
ing the 2007 season, senion quai
weihack Brian Hover snid the Spas
tans reactad with lowd applause —
and apawe players even vaased up,

“Bladr is, he's actually an inspira
tion 1o me,” soplicnoe wide receiy-
et Mark Dell said, “He came so fax,
He came as 3 walk-on bere, he earmed
himself a scholaralilg — we actual-
by gave him a standing (evation) when
they annouiwed he was oo sclwol
arship becaise he deserved L

“He's ona of 1w hardest workess
o the team. He's el fest in alowost

Ser FOOTRALL e puge 218
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HMEN'S

GOALKEEPERS
STELLAR IN O-
O DEADLOCK

SOCCER

By Alex HPilippo
THESTATE NEWS

Eophomore goalleepear Avery
Eeeinlage stopped six shots
and recesded his thind sraiglt
shutean Suiday at Debarin
Stadbem ar Old College Fiekd.

Gut the Spartans oiiznsa
cauldn't find the back of
the net Lo ear the victo-
iy agalnss Yalparaiso, and
the gaine ended ik a o-o e,

The Mo. 24 Spariais (g
-1 averall) fred zo shoes
ca Valparaiso goalkesp-
ar Kyle 2obeck and M5
head coach Joe Baum
thoaeght the Crusadar léep
ar was the kay o the game

“The kid was beilliant.”
Batiim gadd. “He ssappad
twe oF thres sure goals”

il Bavim sm'l worsied
abeant his team's inabdlicy to
flinish, amd he was plaased
with the Spartans peisis-
el eflon to keep ateacking,

“1 eald tlseqn iF the effort
wasn't e 1 woukd have been
pset of £ we dide'i keeg push
ing towin | wauld be upset,”
Basim gaid, “But [ chougln we
gave a really great elfoqe.”

Lankos forwand Doug
Dedarmin ripped alx abos oo
Lobeck but couldn't seem 1o
ged one by tle freshiman

“We had a ron of elame-
ez, but we |ugr dido't execues
DeMartin said. “You have m
give them some credie. Their
goalie played well and made
soime geod saves, bul & conses
chowrn o me and [dido’ Go-
isle. 1r peally grinds me bui
that's liow the game 5"

Valparaiso (5-8-2) had s
best searing apporiwinity eighi
miinistes ki e game. Cru-
saders forward Lack Sii-
vers wodl the ball naide ihe
MEU m8-yvard box alter a long
liece-in and seok a Low aho
at the nee. Stednlage ran oul
b cuil the angle and barely
stopped the ball with his leg.

Wich 28 miniges lef in the
firat halll DeMartin made a
run down the right side of
the fizld and opeed po take a
dhot feean @ ough angle, The
WAL crowed erupted when i
appeared thar the ball snuck
into the e bt DeMarting

Ser BOCCER on fage 20

HOCKEY

Spartans take 3-of-4 points from Northern Michigan

By Alex Dililippo
THE 5TATE HEWS
-

e horn sousdad througl-
cait the lager half of Sat-
urday night's M5 hock-
ey game ab Mun Lo Arena,
bt i wasn't the laen 1o sig
nify a goal being scored — it
wias te horn o sigoify a fire.

Thankfully Munn didit go
up in gimoke, sl despite a
few stoppages, the ercant false
alarim didi't dissupd the Na.
12 Spartans’ perfoimance as
they won Satusdays game 2-
o and ook 3-of-4 polines di
ing the weekend seties agatiss
Mo 18 Mondern Michigan

Senlor goaltendar Jefl Lerg
pacarded hie fesr dhutens of
the season afier swopping all

28 ghots he Gead, and fredh
i forward Dauban Ley
aille recorded his fest cal-
legiate goal, which turnead
pall b0 b the game winner

‘Wi blockad a bot of shows
and played lurd " MSL heacd
et Rek Comley aaid.

“A loe of young kids stepped
g fior us aid 1o get ewo wilss
against that team ehis ear
by in ehe vesar (is something )
' very happy abow”

Lewvaille's goal put the Spar-
Lans up 1-o with iz left in
the secoid period. The Spac
tang were on their founh pow
ar play of the game when
Juior defenseman FByan Tusk
Favingd Leveille pear the iigl

et HOCKREY on page 2486

Senior forward
Matt Schapke
hugs fellow
sanior forward
Kurt Kiviste
aftor Schaphko
scored the final
goal of the
gama Saturday
night at Munn
lew Arena.

Morthern
Michigan 2-0,
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