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(HECK STATENEWS.COM FOR
UPDATED PRECINCT RESULTS, AN
ELECTION LIVE BLOG AND UPDATES
FROM OBAMA'S CHICAGO RALLY

*'j‘* 2008 ELECTION

Obama
surpasses
McCainin
most polls

By Lack Colman
THE STATE NITWS

Republican pressdential can-
didate John MeCain can cound
the red siates, gray stapes
and liglat blue szates, bur i is
unlikely he will overcome one
of the moee sizable election-eve
gaps in the last quarier cen
tury, experis
said.

“Youi wauld
have 1o go
back proba-
bly until Ron-
ald Beagan's
re-election
I "84 o find
s pre-glection
pofls thae show elids big of a
lead,” said Cralg Full, o sanior
policy lellow ar Langing-based
Public Secror Consultants,

Dednoceate presidential can-
didate Barack Obama ig ahead
by 7.5 parcanl,
according 1o a
poll at www,
tealclearpal
Itkcg.&oim, OF
RCE The poll
is an avet-
age of sever-
al parlenal
polls.

Electasal maps differ among
goureeas, but MeCain is behind
by more than oo elector
al vores, according to mosi
cantlets,

“a5 a poker plaver would
ga¥, he opeeds 1o hit an Liskde
steaight,” Bufl said, “I1's very
much uphill for him.=

Bernie Poro, president of
EFIC-MHAA, a Lansing-based
polling company, sald MoCain
needa Lo win an Obama-leaniig
state such as Pennsylvania to
alfzer Colorado and New Mex-
ice, states that were far Presi-
dent Bush in 2o04. He alse said
MeCaln capraring Peansylva
nia is unlikely.

RCP lists 10 togs-up staies
i Arizona, Montana, Morth
Dakota, Missouri, Indiana,
O, Yirginta, North Caraling,
Creargia and Florida, That ouns
beae iz higher than moar electon
al mapa. Evan if MeCain were
to grab REPS toss-up staies,
hes would =ill fall 18 electogal
vates short.

But Ruil sald the national
polls den't tell the whaole aro-
ry. He said more recent polls

Sert RACE i page 24

HEED A RIDET

Election Day shuttle

MU s YouvVale Inftistive
has epcouwraged people
o regitter be voale and ba
edipcated aboul Elacticsn Duay.
Teay, I will be helping woters
cast balats, Shuttle sarvices
have been organized Lo stop
at Sayear, Phillips, Masan
and Abkst halls as well as
Chandier Crossings to pick
up studenls every hall houf
and take them near palling
lcatians.

PAT EVANE

saidd.

POLLS SET FOR STUDENTS

E.L. gears up for Election Day; student groups work to increase voter turnout

By Lack Colman
THE STATE HEEWE
-

f students have a long to-do Lisg
I:u.:l.'l}'_ vating could make 1t evan lon
ger with record tumaout expected at
the polls. The cicy of Bast Lansing
recalved aboul 1,000 new voder regisiea
thns this year, City Cherk Nicole Evans
said, The mflux of vorers has led o ar
least a go percent increase (o some com-
pus precincts, she aid. To avoid long
lin=g, FEuane .':l.lglqi.-.:irrlﬂ wistimy A% S00n
as the polls open, “TF you really want to
e able to vote, you want to 10y vobing
ar off-pesk bourd and for campus, thae's

right when polls open at 7 a.m.,” she said,

“Most students don's et up ehar sarly
because classas don't stare wntdl 8 aan.”
Te accommadate, Evans said var-
ing seaions at éach precinet have dou-
bled feom 1o to 2o stations. She has ga)
up thees-lious traliviog sesslons for poll
wotkers and appolnted more lnspectors
at gach precinet. The city hasg expand-
ed the amount of runcers who will bs
available po solve various precinet prob-
lems. Each precinet alse will have a help
desk 1o expadite the vorlng process.
Dave Kelner, a hisvary saidar, plans
ol bedng one of the ficst o the polls,
“Hopelfully 'm going be 26t up
arouind 7230 s and ger sat thees
anvd get i line nice and early,” he
said. “You probably need a pred
iy big block of tme o conumli 1o 1*
Many studants said they weuld
wait far mare than an howr, bue
they also said they e erylog to
squeese votliag L bapween classes,
Evans, though, said students can
auill ware by Baing in Lise befors
the polls close a8 pom. That pos-
sibidlity has freed some voulng
tiine [or students alier clagges,
21 guess | would have to go Lo time for
my class bl now thae [ leear thae [ might

S POLLS an page 2A
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Party politics
not a factor
for partisan

JEANA:DEE ALLEN/THE STATE HEW

East Lansing residents Rick and Sue Richandson set up polling stations Monday night at the Hannah Community
Center, #19 Abbot Road. The precinct doubled the number of stations this year in order to accommodate what they
expect will be a large turout of voters. “There's a lot of students interested and it's really exciting,” Sue Richardson

GEORGIA AHDODES,/ THE STATE ME'WS

Stowe Ross, Midwaest regional coordinator of Students for Barack
Obama,; works to organize volunteers Monday afternoon at Kelloga
Ceonter. Volunteers were distrlbuting door hangings to dorms that
todd residonts whore tholr specific woting locations wero.

If wooe raally want to be able to vote, vou want
to try wioting at off-peak hours and for ¢
that's nght when polls open at 7 a.m. Most
students aon t get up that early because

classes don't stark until B a.m
Hicale Evans, city clerk

almpLls,

MSU trustees

By Jusiin Harris
THE STATE HEWE
- —

When volers step lntg fhe
boail today, thay'll see the
panes of nine MEL Board o
Trustees candidates, sach with
a pany afflllaclon next go his
of her name.

However, many board mem-
bees said party politics dissolve
cnce the election (8 over and
thiey've o the board room.

“Fram my perspective, par
tigas politics does pot have
a place in the baardroom al
Michigan
Lrate Univer-
aliy,” Rapub-
lican Trusies
Malanie Fos-
ter sald. “It's
et in the bac
interest of the
T T TTE AT T
P Althaugh
the candidates run on a panti-
san ballot, the posiclon oflen
i& considered nonpaftizan
becauae of the oature of the
iasues the trustess discuss,

“Ooce we'se on the board
(party affili-
atlans lava)
iothing o do
with ie,” Dem-
oeeatie Trst-
aa Joal Fer-
gusen said.
“Mothing,
rgard. Hrom
the people
I've sarved with, t's always
bean whar's bese for Michi
gan Stape.”

Although Demoerate Trust-
e Collesn MeNaimara sadd par-
iy politics rarely appear on the
board, theie are some |sues
where fundamental differ-
enced between liberals and
conservatives play a role in
decizion-making.

Chne such area i labod nege-
thations, Lo which democrats
are more likely o suppor
unicn and labor bepefis, bul
even that lssue recently has
bean nonpartisan, MeMama-
ra £aid.

“Last apring, wa passad a
project labor agreement policy
that had e do with constguc
tion an canpus and we had
wnanimous consent on that,”

McHamara

See BOAHRD on page 24

CRIME
A man with no

MSU affiliation was
sentenced and fined
for his involvement
in ApriFs Cedar Fest
riot, page 3A.
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Sunny
High &% | Low 45°
Three-day forecast, page 248




