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From wide receiver fo
limebacker, &lliscn
always put team first

Ryan Allison fast facts

Switched
from wide
recolver to
linebacker
at the and
of the 2007
S@ason

. Put on 20
pounds to play linebacker In
2008,

Had a career-high 11 tackles
against Morthwastern this
SRASON.

Played mostly on spacial
teams for tha first threo
SOASONS.

‘Was a Michigan high schaaol
fimalist an 110 -meter hurdies at
Lake Orion High.

izuRsk AL ETHLETE
COMEUHICATEIME

By Jagoh Carpenter
THE STATE HITWS
-

The dried bload an the
inside of senior Hpeback-
er Ryan Allison's helmer
tells the seocy of his evalu
theein the past six months,

A gash an the bridge of
Allisons nose, the reauls
of countless hits an (eam-
mates in pracelee and oppos.
ing affzises, has srained ehe
front padding of his prac-
tive lelmer. Whils A11i-
son atteibares e con
Staial CuULs ACross Jl.l.? ngse Lo
a hieliner thae slides down
his long, wavy brown lsair,
the abrasion wouldn't have
been thare last seazon.

Allison, wha will play his
final game in Spartan Sea-
o on Saturday, coa-
veried [rom a wide raoaiv-
er in his firse theee years ai
MEL o a guick lneback-
ar with safety-like instincts
at the start of spring prac-
thea. MSL head coach Mark
Danwenie switchad Allison,
a superh high school safe-
ty, to defende bacause of his
combination of size and 4.5-
second ga-yand dash speed.

“He's sort of a liybrid guy,’
Danwanks said. “He's raal-
Iy learning baw 1o play the
game al that position, bt
ha's instinctlve and he can
gal off of blocks and 1ack-
le. When peopls do thae,
vid can be secessful”

T Lransicion from wide
recelver, a position char-
actarized by dash, flazh
amd finegse, tooa hasd-hil
ting lnebacker, Allizon
addad zo pounds to his 6-
ferot-3, Mo-pound frame.

“When | was playing
recelver, | was poing againse
pa-pouisd (defensive backa)
and now ' going against
gzo-pound guards, o thats
a big difference of just need-
ing oo bring It every play,”
said Allison, who ran in
natioual teack hurdling rac
e at Lake Orion High.

Yo can't really take a
play off bacause i you do, &
BUY MY 812E 15 going 10 el
deiven ta the gidelines”

Allisen's lngering speed
has benefivad the defeise
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E FINAL MEMORY

JRECM CHIOU/THE STATE HEWE

Junler running back A, J. Jimmersaen (200, sophomore wide receiver David Williams (19) and senbor offensive guard Roland
Martin (73) celebrate with the Spartan Manching Dand after thelr vietory agalnst Michigan en Oct, 25 at Michigan Stadium

In dren Artar.

From the trenches to the toy store, Jesse Miller and Roland
Martin have created a special bond that neither will soon forget

Reland Martin
22 years
old

G-foot-5,
b 1.0

pounds

“I hava two of thiesm: {Ona
is) when we get to go to
any hotel and just relas,

do a coupde things, oat tha
team dinner, just sit around
and goof araund a lttla

bet and then go up to tha
rooem and just pray it's one
of thosa luxurous rooms,

~ (Mo 2 i5) right after tha

game when we just had a

great win and everybody's
happy ... after the game iz a
graat feeling — coach is not
angry and that's

always good.”

By Cash Kruth
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oA warm November evening last week,

saqlor offensive Hismen Jesce Millae and

Baoland Martin were enjoying one of their

Laar off daye as MSU [sotball playeta. The
two most experienced and decorarad MEL affensive line-
men were @t Ralph Young Field, experimensting with
tsedr meost recent purchase — reimote control cais,

HWWE were just Some bdg
kids playing out at Halph
Young Field (Monday)
ndglhe," said the 23-yeasr-
abd Miller, a &-Foot-6, 318
proucd righi tackle. “That
wias fuie Wa gol then liks
aze week and finally goe
them all charged up and
ready 1o go oul thege "

Siller and Marels,

a zz-year abd, &-fool-5,
ago-pound gighe guard,
have besn jolmed at the

hig along MELS offen-
siwe lie for miost of thel
careers 48 three-year stan
erg oi the right eide.

On the fiald, the cola-
siveness of the two play-
o1 has growin consider-
ably during thair five vears
in East Lanaing (both play-
ars wede redshired asz
trupe frechinan in 2004).

[ fact, they've growin 8o
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Jessa Miller

2% years
ald

G-foat-
&, 5e

Eavorlte memony:

"(2007 Champs Sports
Baowl}, actually.

Juist the whole thing

of being around your
teammates i ancther light
beside hitting sach other.
W got o spend some time
with each otfeer outside of
practice and everything.”

Ta haar what M5L's

senlors have to say

about the emaotians
heading into Saturday's
anme, YIslT statenews,
coin m e s
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Thanks for all the
memories, good
times, seniors

Lo thedr fowr o fve yaars
ak ML, the Sparcans foot-
ball seniors have gone
though mote ups-apd-
diwns than an elevator

[hey've endurad an eight-
loas soason, 4 ceaching
change and draining gassers
(roa steength and condition-

ing coach
Ken Man-
nie, whila
reveling

in a bowl
Appe-
aneE, & [ios-
sible To-
Wil seasiil
and @ reni
al of Sparean fepeball

For this and much more,
all 16 of MELE senlors wlo
will play elsedr nal game ad
Spartan Stadium deserve
a rearty “thank youw"

[hank vau Byan Allson,
For putting o 2o pounds in
oike year Lo move from whde
receivar to linebacker. Thats
a lovof szeak and potarees,

'l']l..'ull\'._'.-l:u.l Mlike Bacai,
for having the best last nans
o the team (we said poa

Carpantar

wiauld siz-
zle at some
pint this
season and
vl dells
arad las
weak),

Thank
v Mila
Bell for
v Lummimm, we don't real-
Iy know anything about
vou, Mike. You played
special teams, [ gpoess,
s thanks for that

Thank you Todd Bolaski,
fer Ricking the ball Far Real-
Iy far. And for making tack-
les on kickodls (we'va ater
ally tmpressed that you're
E-foot-6 i a kicker).

Thank you Depn Cie-
¥, for having the cool-
aal dad co the teans, Wed

Kruth

ghve anyihing 1o go Lo
“Take Your Child To Weosk
Lay™ with vour obd man.
[hank vou Mate Haugh
ey, for being the kick-
er in Too5 wien nobody
alsa would. And For pue-
thig up with baing called
“Chips A-Haughey" for twa
viears by fpenees MSL haad
coach John L Smith.
[hank you Dwayne Hol-
mes, for playleg thires
poailions in four years
and ulitmately proving
thad, a8 you gay, you tru-

Iy can't deny a ball playas
Thank vou Brian Hoy-
af, for mot listening ea what
anybody says aisd just win-

kg foothall games,
Thank vou Jistin Kee-

See THANES on poge 28

Former walk-cn Bacon
earned his football
scholarship the hard way

Mike Bacon fast facts

Started two
pamas at
Ieft quard
for MSL this

SRASON.

‘Want
witthouwt o
scholarship
tor thrae years before gatting
CNE A% 3 [Unor.

Played at Lansing Cathodic
Cantral High

Flayed hockay for abowt 15
yoars and was a defenseman
im high schood

‘Waolghed about 22% pounds
before enrolling at MSU as a
prafermed walk-on in 2004,

WIDJUMIE ML ATHLETI
COFMMPUHICATESME

By Jacob Carpenier
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When sendor guaid
Mike Bacon arrived a
MEL im 2044 28 4 pre
ferred walk-on from Lan-
aing, be looked more like
a hockey defenseman than
an affensive linanun.

Waighing in around 225
pounds afver finlshing one of
his 15 seazons playlng hock
ey, Bacon was dwarfed by
gos-pound behemoths on
the MEU offensive line.

“He was just this lictle bit-
ty guy that ran areand when
he wag a walk-on” gald fal-
lowr genior affensive guard
Reland Marein, who enrmlled
ar MSL ehe game vear s
Bacon. “He always just huog
i there and made his way”

Four vears and 75 poulsds
later, Bacon will reo out of
the Spartan Stadinm tun
ne] for the final tlme Satur
day, The flfh-year senlor has
provided depth at both guard
positions and at backup cen-
ter, mixkog 1 twao starta
this season ad lefe guard.

The lecal produst, who
wias recruited by Mid-Amer-
ican Conferance programs
i high school, has reached
the end of a lang road of rel-
ative abacurity while work-
firg his way ot a schol
arship and the M5U line-
wp. Afer three venis ag a
walk-om, countless weaeks
it thie Spartans’ scout team
and only pwo game appeaar-
ances, the 6-food-4, 300
pound Lansing Catholie Cen-
tral Higl graduate obiained
the scholarship in 2007,

“1 had a livtle doubt afis:
my secodd vear becauge |
thaught Pd worked prer-
iy hard and | sl dido'
gel (3 acholarship),” said
Bacon, one of thres Afth
vear senioms at clfensive line
man. “It was kind of doubs-
ful thae B'd gee one, but 1
was moving up the depily
chare so b gave me dnspl-
ration 1o keep oo going A
I was going 1o get o™

Aleer gevern Appearans-
es and one seart along the
eifenaive line last seaso,
Bacon contended with rad-
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