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Edwin Bakar =n't tha
only uher-talented tail-
back hieaded to MSLL
Maet Larry Capar,
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Elite 11 Guarterback
Andraw Maxwell pacit-
ed far Big Tan ball
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Conald Sooncer kooks
to continue the Spar-
tans’ tradition of excel-
lemece at wida recanvar,

BECRUITING

Fiery linebacker
Norman ready for
new challenges

| bowee Putbing hard
playing fast and with
a lot of tenacity, just
Breirg the best overall
team plaver | can

Chris Merman,
aiibside linekacker

By Sean Ely
THE STATE MNEWS
-—

Like a peadulum, he
swings from side 1o side
i oqe swift motion witls
il sklpping a bear

But in the case of Chirds
Morman — a verbal com
mitment for the zoog MEU
feotball receulting class
— ir's sideline 16 side
line, blaseing any ball car-
rier or blocker thar even
tries getting o leis wag.

“1 bove hitelng hard, play-
ing fase and wich a lot of
renacity, just being tha
baze overall peam play
af | can, being able vo lead
the guys and make sure
the job gers done,” Mo
man sakd. “Fooeball las
always been my passion.”

And according to Mou-
mans varsity head coach,
Autonle Warts, he i just
as proud of his g radual-
ing aenior as he is upeer
that be has 1o let Tim go.

“He's everything you
could aver want in an ath-
lere on vour feorball peam
— everything,” Watls said,
“The kid is agile, he's Fase. |
lowe the kid (ke my wwnk.
He's a versacile siyle playes.”

Morman, a 6-[en-z, 207-
pound suiside lineback-
af [romn Derrodt Henais-
sance High, benches up
Lo 320 polnads, sqUALs 450
pounds, runs the go-vard
dash in 4.6 seconds and has
avertical of 40 inches.

Thosa qgualities haelped
make him the fifth-best
high school sutside line-
backer in the natien,
according to Rivals.com.

Mormai's versatilicy has
made him a factor az mul
tiple positicns, inchiding
olfense, whers he's provided
same punch at running back.

[he Phoenix finishad 5
g on the year, winnling s
last 1we games. However,
It cane dne gams short ol
qualifyiog for che playofis.

Norman recently describad
a “perlect 2anior year” a3
one Lhat incleded ag laase
a ety championship.

That didi't bappen.

Bt Noriman ign't as
crushed as he imaginad he
wioubd ke, as he's siill god
more than six months to live
high school todts fullest.

When s all said and
done, Morman won't be
leaving the ciey of Detzot
empty lhandad, or mors
appropriately, with
oait & close companisn.

Cefensive Back Dana
Dixon, ansther zooq Ver
bal commuitment, alao will
inake the crp o MSUS
dorims this summer

e MORMAN o page 28

"Some people
say |'m crazy
when | say he's
a Bo Jackson
tvpe of runner
Once he hits
the edge, he's
gone, Youre
not going to
get him.”

Heoward Kent, Dak Park festball
adskeiant coach

FPHOTOS 8Y HAHNMNAN ENGELSON/THE STATE MEWS

0F) ak Park High running back Edwin Baker gets pumped up for the Knights® game agalnst the Lake ©rlon Dragons on
Zept. 12 in Oak Park. Baker has verbally committed to the MSU football program as a memb-r of the MSU class of 2009,
HOTTOM ) Oak Park Knights running back Edwin Baler watches his team from the sidelines of Knight Valley Stadium as
they play agailnst the Lake Orien Dragens Sept. 12 in Oak Park.

With blazing speed, impossible strength and an unyielding
will to win, Edwin Baker's coaches say believe the hype

before sulffecing an injury.

UMy game & prety sim
ple,” Baker said. “l'i fast,
explasive, quick, have agil-
ity — everything & min
iing back seeds 1o have
po play this ganes.”

The eompact bunning
back wiels feet lightar than
a feather soon gariwsened
iatdenal atentien fnom
a who's who of eclcols,
inchsding Southern Califos
ika, Georgia, Florida, Tex-
a5 alsd Tennesses, Bakers
fawarite team growing ug.

Yer, Baker neaded |'.-||.|'_-.'

By Jacoh Carpenter
THE STATE MEWS
-

i equipient manages.

[ mild-mannerad 5 faoe-
(4} IIJ.';]I.IE'!! leca melid Detron
will areive at MELU this suns-
mer a4 the jewal of an inpres
give Toog recruing claga.
He and Felbow lowr-star run
ning back Larsy Caper, a
saniot ab Batke Creek Can
tral High, will be the mos
hyped 1ailbacks to sign whitls
BSL sinee Kalaimazoes native
.. Duckert 10 years ago.

Baker, known to friends
anmd teaminates a8 “Haoek
buaese onde the high schoal
fooball soene last seasan
by averaging more than 200
vards per game D six games

5 4 high school football prospecd known

for running, Edwin Baker can be defined

by his walk. With his bread shoulders

squake, stong leps beneath bim and chis-
aled upper body, Baker, a star high school sentos pun-
wing back, has no wasted moveimeit in his gait. While Bak-
er's peammates at Oak Pask Higl josh each other with
(elendly pushes and perpeowal pur downs, Baker is the
ookd mian oue ag a high school where he is The Man

Altlemrgh high school reammares wandes hallways of

play cands bafore a game, Haker spends time with coach-

eg and deals oul uniforms feom a gray shopplng can like Ser BAKER on pagpe 20

@ To watch a video interview with Baker, visit statenews.com/multimedia
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Barrent
excited to
wear green

| just kept thinking
about Michigan
State and | just
remembars coming
home fram my visits
and hking it a lot. |
|ust had a change

of heart and |
deciled hat was 3
batter direchion For
e 0o go

David Barrent, ofTensive tackle

By Cash Kruth
THE STATE NEWS
-

A selbproclaimed “gacgan
tuan high schooler™ an his
Facebool profile, David Bar-
et will secir be a gargan
tuan eolbage spudant wlven
he comes 1o East Laising
in the summer of 2000,

Bartent, a 6-fool-8, 200
prund offensive tackle from
Weal Des Moines Yallsy High
in lowa, ds one of 16 ver-
bal commitments for M5LSE
2004 recfultbing class.

Aceording eo recrulting
Wab stbe Rivals.com, Bar-
redl is & fou-Srar recrele,
bust the sccolades don'e end
there, Rivals.com alse ranks
Barrent as the Mo 1 over
all prospect in lowa, the Mo,
2 best pass blockas in the
matlon and the Noo g offen
give packle in the country

The Seare News spolie with
Barrenl earlier this week
about lus high sclyool success
twhich haso't ended ye), MsU
fecaball aisd what happenad
between May and July that led
hkin e switcls his verbal cons-
mitment frem lowa to MELL

The State News
How i your ligh scliool
team doing this year?
David Barrent [ [oday)
we play In the stage semi
final game. 1t bean rsal-
Iy exciting. We're 12-0 amd
we'we just besn having a lot
of fun. Wa've been suceessiiul
throighout oue high school
caresri Last year we wenl
-1, s0 lapefully we make
it to the state champisaship
gadne this vear. [t's just bean
a really fun time for me.

SM According o Hivals
com, you're ranked the top
overall prospect fn lowa and
the sacond bear pass block
ef Ly the natlon. What can
yiou tell us aboast pour gams

BB As [ar as my gams
goea, | think v has a 1ot w
dowith wechinigque — |'ve
been coached technigue by
great coactuas (i ny high
schiool carear and tech-
e is something they
stress. | know 0 i off dhan
[ woin't play as wall That,
and also tle weight training
I've done in the sumoeer and
the speed raining as wall

SM Lasr moneh, vou
were selected 1o play in
the L5, Aviy ALl-Ameri
can Bewl Game i 5an Anto-

e BARRENT an page 210
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