Cross country

Senlor Micolo Bush
soared past from

the compatition at
Saturday’s HCA A Groat
Lakes Regional maat,
taking first place with a
time of 20:48.5 — nearly
nine secands faster than
thie second place thmm,

Az ateam the Spartans
finished third, just
missing the awtomatic
bid that goes to the
top fwo teams at the
regional. MELU still has
a chance to earm an ak-
large bid when the field
is announced aarly this
Wk

The MSU wrestling team
went 2-1 during the
weskend in the ACC-
Big Ten Clash in Chapel
Hill, M., beating Marth
Carolina 18-12 and Morth
Carolina State 23-13
before falling to Moo 21
Yirginia 23-15.

Jdundor Franklin Gomez,
rankied Mo, 3 nationally
in the 133 -pound weight
class, and freshman Ersc
DOlanowskl, 125 pounds,
wach went 3-0on the
waekend

RESULTS

Friday

Womaen's baskatball 115,
Hiagars 50

Man's soccar 1,
Maorthwestam O

Women's seccer 2,
Wisoonsin-Mikwaukas 1

Vollayball 1, Michigan 3
Hoeckey 1, Miami (Dhis) 5

Saturday

Wrastling 18, Narth
Caralinal2

Flald hockey 3, Narth
Caralina 2

Wrestling 235, Horth
Carolina State 13

Wrrestlng 15, Virginia 23
Vollayball 3, Ohie State 1
Hochkey 1, Mlarm| (Ohic) 3

Sunday

Men's basketball 100,
idaho 53

Women's baskatball 73,
Stany Brook 432

Men's soccar T, Indiana O

Woman's seccer O, Nolre
Rame 1

Flald hockey vs. lowa,
postponed,

THIS WEEREND

Friday

Wolleyball at Purdue
Tom

Hockey at Mebraska-

Omaha
805 pm,

Saturday
Football at Penn State
330 @.m,

Womaen's baskatball
va. Dartrmauth in
Burlingten, W3

Ip.m

Wollayball at [Hinoks

Ep.m

Hockey at Hebraska-
Ornaha
B05 p.rm,

Sunday

Woman's basketball v
Warmant,/ Guinniplac
TEA

WOMEN'S BASKETEALL
MSU routs both Niagara and Stony
Brook to start season 2-0, page 3B

—

COUNTDOWN

Days until the MSU
football team meets
Penn State with a
share of the Big Ten
title on the line. MSU
will go to the Rose
Bowl with a win and
an Ohio State loss to
Michigan.
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Breakout season ended by Irish

tournament Sunday at Motre Damae.

Spartans play No. 1 Notre Dame tough, but can’t find net in 1-0 loss

By Sean Ely
THE STATE HEWS

indefy Bewnad, . — Blistering celd winds whipped
thraagh Notre Dames Alumni Field a3 the
MEU women's soccer team walted for aome-
one o start heating up. Bue the ouly source
of warmih thae simasbed through the ice cold tundea
was Moeee Dame's Rose Augusiin, who scored the con-
tase’s game winning — and ooly — goal of the afes-
nool &4 eoule 6 & -0 victory Sunday, koocking the Spas-
tans out of the NCAK Tournament lu the second rownd.

“Wa knew we had o take a defensive game
plan,” M5U head coach Tom Saxton said.
“We strategizad for thae (Sarusday) and Norte Dame

Ser CAME an page 20

AHOTOS 8Y GABRIELLE MOORE S THE STATE HEWS
Freshman forward Laura Heyboar trips and falls chasing the ball during the second round of thoe NCAA women's soccer

The MSU woermen's seccer team huddles For a quick pep

talk bafore the second reund of the women's Socter NCAR
Teurmament at Motre Dame on Sunday. The Spartans lost ta
Habre Dame 1-0.

‘Extraordinary’
defense kept
MSU in game

By Alex Dililippo
THE STATE HEWH

Honah Bend, Teil. — The
MEL women's soocer defeise
held e 1 ranked and unde-
featad Motrs Dame off the
board until ehe 72ad minie.

Bl the kbae goal for the
Fighiing Irish was enough foe
tham to eari the -0 viclery
and end tle Spartans’ s2asoi.

WAL head eoach Tom Sax-
ton arresead 1o L weanm how
imgariant defense wauld be
if Lthey were gobng o hawve
a chasee L the games. They
were going Lo hve vo fid
Away Lo shiot down Modie
Dianw's high-powerad olfenss,
wihich had ecorded 77 goals
heading iove tee mareh,

“We knew we had o defend
cedlectively as a unit, aid (o
the uernational level thay talk
abcuie bunkering and surround
your goal” Saxton said. “With
the talent they have up top, L
wias the right steategy w have.
1 think our kids did it well”

The sraunch MSU back Lage
didd evervehing to preveit tha
ball froon going dne the back of
the net, whether il was laving
ot g0 bloek slvots or sactificing
every thiing towiin so-5o balls,

Bt Motre Danss's ofieise
was just oo mech for the Spar-
tans 1o handle and they pep-
pered (resliman goalender
Jill Eliagstra with 2o shiots,

Despdie the bombardme i,
Flietsien Balt her deleise played
great din feont of bee and didn't
allow e Figliclng [eish any
ensy scoring opporiundtles.

“Iuly defense was axtios
clinary teckany™ Fliegsira saul.

“ give thens a low of coed-

it P Teovwd wiedl they defeisd-
ed. They kepe playess oul
of the bax and forced them
to eake causide ghole”

Along witls the haid work
froin ehe back lins, Sax-

S DEFENSE an prage 24

@ For a photo gallery from MS5U's NCAA Tournament loss to the Irish, visit statenews.com/multimedia.

MEW'S EOCCER

DEMARTIN, STEINLAGE LEAD MSU TO TOURNAMENT TITLE

By Cash Kruth
THE STATEHEWS
-

Ie's abficial. The MSU
MEn's soecar leam is L
class of 1l Big Tei.

Twio weeks
after clinedy
Ing the firat
regular sea-
son Big Tei
champion-
alutp b M50
history, the
Spartang
defearad 1ndi-
ana 1-o o the championship
game of the Big Ten Tourna-
mend in Madison, Wisc, towin
ilsair st Big Ten Towrnament
champicnship since 2004.

The Spartans scored the
garme's lone goal 11 minmes
inger tha gecond lall, when
sopliomore midEaldar Jefl

Ricondo passed Lo senlor for-
wiard Louis Steplsans 1 (roay
ilse pight side of the nat. See-
phens, in the center of il box,
kicked a quick touch-pass w
seibr forward Daug Dabdai-
tiir, who knocked the sventu-
al game-winning goal theough
thse lefl gide of the nee

“Iv was tough all game; we
didn't get aton of kboks bt we
knew we had 1o keep grinding,
keep playing all go minuges,”
sald DeMartin, whose goal
weas hig patlon-keading 1ol of
e seasan. “We knew we were
gobug 1o get some chances and
wie just lad o Gnish chem”

licliana kept Ggheing
thrsughout the roar of the
gamea, getting nine shots in
the temaining 23 minuies of
play, but sophomare goal-
keaper Avery Steinlage and
the MEU defense kept the

Hoosiers at bay for ML
ezl slautea of the s2ason.
“We thought we had
achance because we've
been plaving really good
dafense Lately,” M5LU haad
coach Joe Baun: said.
“Indiana’ a goad eam
and we Knew the lengel
wie could hang b there the
better chance we had ™
Wiel the win, MSU
aatns an automatd bid 1o
e HECAA Tournament.
The Spartans will And out
when and whe they play

tomight when the men's soc.

car NCAA Bafaption Show
is elevised on ESPFHEWS
betwean & and Grao pan:

This is tle second straighe

seagon the Spanans have

quialified fog the NCAA Toui-

namend, losing 2-0 1o Oak-
lad in v opening roumd

of the tournament lasg
vear ln East Langing,

“We're going 1o et a fiesl
round bye, [ guess that's what

tlsey're saying now,” Banim said

of wheare his team will end wp.
“Right now, we're a lintle
bt up physically and men-
tally, bue 1 thiok if we can
regroug plyaically and
arpetionally we can advanee”
Both DeMartin and Siedn-
lage said the Spartans” dizap-
pointing end vo last seagon s
in the past, also saying MSU
iz confident heading inta the
REAA Tournamend. Althougl
tlse texin pointed bafore the
seqson o a regular deason and
Big Ten Tournament champi-
onship a8 goals, Sreinlage sad
thie caly goal v the posissason
ig to play ag loig as peasible.
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MSU vs. Indlana
M5 = DeMartin 17
{Stepheans 1L Rlconca)
501

Shats
MEU—5
Indiana — 10
SaAVes

MEU — 5
Indiana —1
Corner kicks
Msu=—2
Indiana = T1
Fouls

M5U —18
Indiana — 11
EEUHEE MW ATHL §RaE
camMmuncai itk
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