I MORE OMLINE ...
HOCHEY
Visit the new MSLU Basketball Blog on The amount of
- . goals the Spartans
statenews.com for all the latest info. sobrad agelnet No. 1
Minnesota on Saturday
after scoring only

seven in the previous
seven games. For more

on the game, visit
statenews.com/sports.
PLAYER OF
THE WEEK
Alsha Jeffarson

Junier foreard
woemen's basketiall

Scored a caresr-high 34
polnis and 7 rebounds
Safurday against Mo, 14
Hatre Dame

WOMMEN'S
BASHETHALL

The Spartans split thedr
First two games against
ranked teams this past
woeokend, knocking of T
Mo, 23 Old Dominion
on Wednesday before
Falling to Ho. 14 Motre
Diame on Saturday.

MEU outscored Old
Dominion by 20 in the
second half at home,
beating the Monarchs
Td-48 for the team's
third &-0 start in school
history.

Three days after
beating their Tirst
ranked opponant of the
season, the Spartans
ware tripped up by

thie Fighting Irish, 78-
73 Despite s 34-point
outing fram Jefferson.,
Motre Dame hit nése 3-
pointers For the win.

WRESTLING

Senlor 165-poundar Rex
Keridla wan his secand
tournamant titke i his
walght class this year
with fiwe stralght wins n
the Mat Toswn Wrestling
Openon Saturday in
Lock Haven, Pa

Juniar 157-poundar
Hyle Bounds placed
sacand i his class

by winning his fiest
thres matchas befare
losing to Shippensburg
wrastler Stave Fittery n
the finmls,

Senlor 149-pounder
Tirm Hammer, redshirt
freshuman 197-pounder
Tyler Dickenson and
Jurilar 285-poundar Alan
O Donnell sach finished
third im thelr classes

RESULTS

Wednesday

Womaen's basketball 74,
Oid Doeminéan 43

Thursday

Men's basketball 52
Maryland 80

Friday

Man's basketball 34,
Oklahoma State 79

Vollayball 3, lowa 1
Hockey 1, Wisconsin 3

Saturday

Woman's basketball 72,
Matre Dame 78

Vollayball 1, Mewnesota 3
Hochey 4, Minnesots 4

THIS WEEKEND

Friday
Wrastling at Eastemn
Michigan, T @.m

Hockey at Michigan,
Fa58 pom

Track at Michigan Stata
Open, all day

Saturday

Hockey va Michioan,
705 pm

Sunday
Men's basketball vs
Bradiey, 4 p.m

Womaen's baskatball at
51, Bonavanture, noon
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Young team falls short

4 3l

A &

PHOTOS BY ANGEL| WRIGHT/THE 3TATE HEWE

Frashman setter Natalle Emro, canter, sets the ball for junlor middie blocker Vanessa King, right, while Minnesota middie
blackar Kelly Schmidt gets ready to block it Saturday at Jenison Flald Houss, The Spartans were defeated by the Golden
Gophars during their last game of the season 34,

TOURNAMENT HOPES DASHED WITH LOSS TO GOPHERS

“WaTa By Joseph Terry
a young MHE STATE HEWS

team, which
nas kind of
bean in the
back of ou
heads all
SEAS00.

| was proud
to have led
this team
and | know
they e
going to do
great things
in the
future ”

Heather McDaniel,
senkar delengive

apracialist

here was an outsids dhot 3t getting into the
RCAA Tournament when the MSL wedleyball
weam began play Saturday against Moo 1z Min
nesota. Halbway through the fourth set i lockad
almost possible. The Spartans nesded to win bath af

this weekands matches and have Endiana lose both of

fis miatelws o shide dote the dxth spot in te Big Ten and
b @ shar an geteding Into the REAA Townamene.

MSU did hs pant Friday, defearing lowa 3-1. The team
beakad strong, as senior defensie specialisn Heather Mellan:
gl plaving her last weakend ae MSLU, recorded & career-
high 2 kills and 14 digs oo Friday wo earn the fisse dow-
ble-double of ler carees. MU pulled away in the fmeeh seq
beliiod rwo monster blocks by freshman outsida hitter Bac-
ca Alabis, who also bed the eamowith o kills o the niglse

Wil Indiana losing eo Michigan on Priday, the door was
gl open for 3 shot ae the Big Dance o Satuscday, even il
it lice’y look feasibbe o &t ihe beginning of the match

The Spartans stumbled ot of the gate agadnst Min
nesola, conunitiieg nine altack erears b e e, falling
behind rz-6 and never catching up, losing the set 25-18.

Howrevar, the veam was tecilient and fought back in dee see-

DESPITE LOSS, SPARTANS
HAVE HOPE FOR FUTURE

By Joseph Terry
THE STATE HEWS
-

Daspite having a Podling
e this seasaa, e M5
volleyball wem will be
aracked with ealant nexr sea
son, as & will retuen dits top
etght poli-scorers while
losing only one senloe,

“Losing Heatler (MeDanlel)
is really hard — just becasa
alie's such a great leader and
she las a boe of heart and
ahe’s so dngpiring to all of us,
uid wie're BOLLE L0 COnEE &1
sriong next year,” sophemors
libero Allvaon Karaba said,

[he teams will be led by
middls Mocker Vanessa King,
wiler led the team (n hitting
percentage. blocks and kills
tlifs seasoan, whils putting her-
self i the record booke with
i 340 hitting pascentage, the
feaireh higlsest in school histo-
ry. Karaba, who also & renisn
ing v lead the iean, G-
ished this seascn with 518
digs, the second-best In one
seagon |n selool history.

1 think they're going 1o
look gaod,” MeDaniel] said
of ivexl vens's team “1 dhink

St SEASON of page 44

cnd sat. After eradling -5 ear

by on, the team went on & 13

3 fally to eake a domimand-

ing 18-13 deacd The Spartans
wiotild ride e mensnium ingo
tlee break 1o win the s&d 25-20.

[Tae thied ses was worse fon
MELU, as Minnesoa showed the
heme team why it was 2o high
by ranked. The Golden Gopliers
Juinped our 1o a buga lead that they
neves relented, going up z4-0, The
Spartans rallied off four stiaigh
peotnts o oeakes the set look respece-
able, losding 25-13, thedr saeimd low
esl poiit cutpul of the season.

Thiag's whemn ML lopked like
it wiidd take over, Tl Spar-
tans domenated the Arat half of
the fouith set and tock a com-
mancing 13-5 lead, Af the same
tieee, Indiana was down to Ol
Spaten, havding lose the frst sat of js
magch. Everyihing was lining up

A e i fell apait.

‘I thiik (3dimsescea) just stari
ed sarving very well" haad coach

Sert BECAP o phage 48

Raddshirt freshman middle blecker Vineace Verdun, right,
hiugs the volleyball team's anly senlor, cutside hitter
Heather McDaniel, after the team's last match of the
SEaRn on Saturcday at Jenlson Fleld House,

@ To view a photo gallery from Saturday's game. visit statenews.com/multimedia

Year-end
awards

ALEX DIFILIPPO
AND SEAN ELY

2008 was year
to remember
for MSU soccer

Alter 1w
auceasaiul
2oad soe.
Car GeA501E
for MSU, i's
cnly Hght o
give credie
vilere cred
it is diue

The men's team fnished
13-5-2 and was eliminat-
ad fo it st BCAA Toar-
pament game, yer the weam
playad a Lo
harder and
lookad even
better than
those stalis-
tles shiowed
all vear long.
Fha Spai
LS Wiomn
the Big Tan regular-seaso
tlile for the fiese vioe 0 pro
gram histery and also won
ilie Big Tan Tournanel.

The women's teain capped
off iLs seasca at 14-7-3 and
weant undeleared ar hame,
et wias knocked out of
the Blg Dance |n the sec
oied round By an undefeai
ad Neo. 1 Notre Dame geam.

But with some disappaine
ment comes a lot mere hape
fer the fulure, as each sguad
put MEU on the map, esiab
lishing East Lansing as a hot-
bad for soccer prowess,

Here is the list of awards
coming from the twa
repobiars who covared the
teams theough the highs
and lows of the season.

Meost valuable player:
{tie) senior forward Doug
DeMartin and freshman
ferward Laura Heyboer

Fag the gake of not want-
ing b0 pwlin our Feiand
shig, we settled G a e

1t's impossible v dis-
thingudah who kad a big-
ger Empact on their team.
Wia're going out o a limb,
nist Beling able to deci-
pher who was more domi
nait, handing the hardwarse
b bath Spartans laadets,

Debarcin and Heyboer ae
bty wp for NCAA Narion
al Flayer of the Year, scor
ing a combined 38 goals
with 1z @ssises for a grand
vedal of 84 points.

Both wenl up agalast
axtieme adversity as ele sea
sons pressed on, Anding
iligmselves an every oppo
Lenl’s SCouling rapart yet
arill imanaging o thiow
down teamendous sLagistics.

Ly doicble and eriple ooy
arage, the [wo were oli-
ror images of each other,
shedding defenders, alip-
ping threagh amall gaps
aied slashing o the net o de
whatever it took 1o put the
ball in the back of the net.

Unsung here: men's
team defensive line
Cver the last efghi
games of the seagon, the
Sparcans defense didn'e
allow a single goal.
Thar tovaled 212 con-

St SOCCER on page 40

EPORTE EDITOR MATT BISHOP | PHONE (51T7)432-3070 | FAN (517) 433-5075 | E-MAIL SPORTS 0 STATENEWE.COM



