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Champian
ahip Secles
bricde el
unndecided and thise TR TR]
conference championship
games this weekend, M5
bowl challenges iemaing
wiknoan. While thase are
Frvored bocations for head
ceach Mak Dantonde and his
Spartans, ncluding the Capi
tal One and Outbhack bowls, a
fimal announcemeant fof MSLS
travel plans ism't expacted
Lo be mads wed ] Sweeday. In
the nwan time, hare are the
sepatling reporls for MSL'
imcat lkely competitors
along with the eszimat-
ed odds MEU will see each

team 1o end 165 season:

NO. 17
GEORGIA
BULLDOGS

Record: 9-3 overall, &-2
Soulheastern Confarence
Koy wins: &4t Louisiana
State, at South Caraling,
Central Michigan
Koy losses: Mo, 1
Alasbama, Mo. 2 Florids,
Mo, 18 Georgia Tech
Player to watch:
Sophomara running
back Knowshon
Moreng — The breakout
back from Maw Jarsay
averaged nearly six yards
par carry while compiling
more than 125 rushing yards
in five big games, including
173 against Vanderhilt and

delense — 42, Pass
defanse — 32

Kay statistic: The Bulldoas
might actually embrace
playing at a neut ral site
Geargia never lost on the
resad but dropped thras
games [ Alhens, Ga,

Chances of playing MSU:
&5 percant

Bowl miast Ilely 1o tace
MsU: Capital One — The
SEC's third-Dest team should
snatch the highest-paying
non-BC5 game instead of
the lagger Catton Bawl.

Matchop edge: Georgia
— The Bulldegs are strang
in the trenches and boast
AN IMpressive array ol skill
players, led by Metena
and sanior wids receiver
Mohamed Massaquaol,

NO. 22
MISSISSIPPI
REBELS

Recard: 8-4 oversll, 5-3
SEC

ey wins: At Florida, at
LELR, Aubsirn

Koy losses: At Waka
Forest, at Alabama, South
Carolina

Player to watch:
Sophomon: quarterback
Javan Snaad — The Texas
tramsler led Mississippl to
it firsk winning seasonin
fiwe years and has bean
Impressive down the streteh,
throwing 11 touchdowns
and one interception in the
Rebals” final four gamas,

Team rankings: Rushing
offense — I0, Passing
offense = 58, Rushing
defense — 5, Pass delense
— &3

Kay statistie: Micsiscippi s
one of the hottest teams in
the nation that will not play
ina BCE bowl, having won
its finsl five gamaes against

Rabals likely will e sabected
for the Cotton Bowl in Dallas
but could fall If Geargla is
taken bo Toxas instaad.

Matchup edge: Even —
Migsissippl's run defencse and
ability bo win the big gama
{sea: g 31-30 upset of Florida
on tha roady match up well
with M5Ls groeund game
and strong defense,

SOUTH
CAROLINA

Record: 7-5 overall 4-4
SEC

Key wins: At Missiasippi,
Arkansas, Morth Caraling
State

ey lossest At Clamson, at
vanderklit, L5W

Player to walchs Redshirt
frashman quarterhack
Stephan Garcia — The
Gamacocks' game of musical
chalrs at guarterback has
lsshed with Garcia, who
has thrown 104 passes this
seasen and been named the
startar for South Carclina’s
bowl game

Team rankings: Rushing
offense — 108, Passing
affense — 55, Rushing
dafanse — 41, Pass dofensa
-

ey statistic: 1t & good
thing for Gamecock fans that
South Carolina's defence
is %0 strang because the
affense has wrmed the ball
over I3 Limes, whech (£ thed
for third-worst in the nation

Chamnces of playing HMSU;
20 percent

Bowl most likely to face
MEL: Dutback — South
Caroling is a sound pick
fer the Quthack Bowl, 8o
it would reguire MSL to
fall aut of the Capltal Dne
Bowl b see Dantonio’s alma
mater in January,

Matchup sdge: MSU —

Dark Horses

He. 14 Gklahema State in
Alamo Bowl: MEL would
need to be signficantly
snubbed from a Jan. | bowl
game ko go to the Alama
Bowl For that to happen,
Crhio State couldn’t make a
BCE bowl and the Outhack
Bowl would have to take
lowa despite having a
worse record tham MSLL

Meo. 19 Missour in Alamo
Bawl: The same situation
woulld hawe to play out far
MEL as with Oklaboma
State, but the Alama
Bl would have to take
Missowri, which could
happen with a very strong
performance in & losing
effort to Oklahorma this
waehend.

Vanderbilt In Outback
Baowl: Although the
Commodores hava bean
& greal success story this
season, don't expeck them
to jump South Carcline or
LEU, wihich has & worss
conference record bt s
much better fan bese to
trave| than Vanderkilt

Flarida in Capltal One
Bowl: The Gators would
have to get smoked in the
SEC title game and lose &
BLCE berth to Bokse Siate
and Ohko State, thus falling
to the Cepital One Bowl
Don't bet on it

The 10 taams selectad for
Bowl Champlanship Series
games will Be announced
at & p.m. Sunday on Fox,

& press conferance about
MEU's bowl selection with
hend coach Mark Dantenia
will foBow the show at
B30 p.m. For updates

by g Tha Gamacocks' offanse an M5U's bewl situation
& the likes of Arkansas, AubUI 1o in s inefficiency and Dankonlo's press
Team rankings (out of and L3, and an opportunistic conferance this weeskend,
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What to watch over break ...

Three things te lock for during break:

1. Health/rotation: After four games I saven days, the
Spartans gat a much-neaded break during finals wesk, That
time off should give freshman forward Delvon Foe time to
recower, as the Spartans will lock for him and fallow freshman
forward Draymond Grean bo fill the void left by sanicr centar
Goran Suton’s knes injury.

2, Texas: After MSUs B5-point blowout to Morth Carolina,
the Spartans get three gamas against mid-majors to hone
their game before thay face Mo, 8 Texas on Dec. 20 in
Howston. With a win against the Longhorns, the Spartans
would give themsehwes a much-needad reputaticn boost
following the losses against Maryland and Morth Carclina,

%, Big Ten: Tha Spartans open up the Big Ten regular saason
on New Year's Eve with a 8 p.m, game at Minnesota, beforae
travaling to Evanston, Il on Jan. 3 to take on Morthwesterm.
MEU will then play its conference home-openar Jan & against
Ohio State, Winning all three of those games wouwld not only
b kay in M5U's hope for a Big Ten tithe, but would also gve
the Spartans momentum heading into thedr Jan, 10 game
agamst the relgning national champion Kansas Jayhawks at
Breslin Contar.

CALSH KRUTH

Three things to locok for during break:

1. Balanced scoring: The Mo, 21 Spartans hawve been
struggling with scoring against the last few cpponants. it
has been a fow players taking the offensive burdan with the
rast trying to offer enough defense to changs the game, The
Epartans are going be need more production inside and battar
wffickancy on the boards,

2, Xawvier: Other than the home game aganst Old Dominion,
MEU has struggled against top-ranked opponents. Tha Mo, 23
Musketeers aren't a pressing team ke Notre Dame or Georgila
Tech, but are scrappy encough to give MSU preblems. The
Spartans are going to have to limit #s tumovers to pull cut a
neaded nonconference wictory, as it Is averagng more than 23
giveaways a gama,

. Bilg Ten: As with tha men's squad, tha women's team is
poing to face some tough competition early in the conferenca
spason. Three of the first four Blg Ten matches for the
Epartans are on thae road, including a two-gama road swing
that will bring MEU to conference hoavywaights Mo, 17 Purdes
and Ho, 18 Ohdo State. The Spartans will need to be on top of
thisir gamies If they want tobe in good shaps when classas
resume in the spring

JOAEPH TERRY

Three things to lock for during break:

1. Great Lakes imdtational: While most of us are enjoying
tima playing with our new presents during the weekend after
thie holidays, the Spartans hockey team will take the ice to
compate inthe 42th annual Great Lakes Imatational. MSU will
face Morth Dakota on Dec. 27 in the first rosnd for a chance
to play the winner of tha Michigan vs, Michigan Tech tha
following night. Last year, the Spartans finished the weskend
tournamant in last place

2. Offenshve resurgance: Tho Spartans offense has bean
struggling all season. In the current nine game winless straak
that dates back to Mov, 1, MEU has only been able to score
12 goals. Clearly, tha offensa s golng to have to pick up tha
slack if the Spartans plan on turming thasr seascn arcund inthe
sacond half,

¥, Alaska: After going nearly a month without playng
league gamaes, the Spartans will play a weekend home seras
against Alaska on Jan. 2. Alaskas currently sits in a surprising
three-way tie for third, and the Spartans will desperately nead
to find momentum befare they travel to Miami (Ohao) the
following weakend for two road games against the CCHA's
first placs team
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