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MICHIGAN GOES
HOLLYWOOD

All the world Is a stage,
bt efficials in Michigan
recently decided o steal
the spatiight by effering
a tax Incentive designed
to make the Graat Lakes
state the backdrop for
mare films

It's officially called the
filr preduction credit,
and it cffers & tax credi
for 40 1o 42 parcent of
a production company's
axpenditures In making
a film

How does It work?

In arder to qualify for
any type of tax credit,

a production company
must spend at least
50,000 in the state

af Michigan. This alons
gualifies the company
For & tax credit that
covers 40 percent of its
EEpEASES.

A company can ¢arn

an extra tax credit
wiorth 2 percent of

its eupenses if those
srpenses are incurred
inone of Michigan's 102
“Core Commiunities™ as
defined by the Michigan
Film Cffice. Lansing is
ane of the state's "Core
Communities,” which
alzs included Grand
Rapids, fAnn &rbor

and Margquette smd
Genezsee and Royal Dak
torwnships.

Applying for the
incentive

Applications for the
Film preduction credit
inchude information
about the production
af the film, such as
estimated Michigan
expenditures, project
type (the credit extends
to any media project,
ot just film=), Michigan
production days. local
hiires and more.

Companies alss ane
regulred to send
copies of the script and
insurance documents.
After approval, pre-
produection must begin
witthin 90 days.

Meoevies made in
Michigan

Im 2006, “Dreamgirls”
and "Transformers" both
received tax ncentives
from Michigan, as did
“Jumper” and “Semi-
Pra" i 2007,

In addition to “Gran
Torbme,"™ the following
movies began
production in Michigan
and received the Film
production credit in
2008:

“Strect Boss"

“Whip [t™

“Youth In Revalt™

“The Job™

“All's Faire in Lowae"
“Red and Blue Marbles"
“Miss January"
“Offspring™

“Gifted Hands: The Ben
Carson Story™

“Bautterfly Effect:
Revelation™

Far morne information
an Michigan's film
production credit,

vizit the Michigan Fikm
Office's 'Web site st
michigan. gow filmoffice.

HELLCH MY MAME |15
Erin Tans

When Erin Tans was 5 vears ald, her parents thaught
hier desire ta take riding lessans would be a passing
phase, Little dig thay krow it would became the Big-
gest passion ol her life.
| beught my first herse when | was 10, and | worked
a lat and saved up all my money” the animal science
seniar said
After selling her harse when she came to M3 four
years ago, Tans bagan to think there may be other
students in a similar situation, and she set sut to start
the Dresoage Clul, She & now the president of the
Dressage Club and member af the dredssage tearm.
"Dredsage is not & well-known sporl, and we gol close
and made friends, and we're still friends now,"” Tans
sald. "l really st wanted to creale ah enviranment
where peaple could ride fer enjoyment withaut the
linancial burden because Vs an sxpensive spart,
s we do a lot of fundralsing

— Compiled by Aborfes Fortad, photo by Mok Demtomars,
The Site News
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JEAN&DEE SLLEM/THE STATE MEW
““When | drove her to the audition, | didn't even think about it. | didn't even think about auditioning. Things just happen when you least expect it,”
psyvchology junier Choua Kue, right, 2ald abourt taking her sister Pao Kue, 17, left, of Grand Blanc to audition for “Gran Toring" and getting a part herself.
Pao Kue said her sister has always brought honor to the family by taking advantage of every opportunity £he has. “Somecne ence sald, ‘If you take a
chance then you at least have a chance,' Chowa Kue sald. “1'm very blessed.™

MAKING HER ‘GRAN’ DEBUT

By Julie Balker
THE STATE NEWS

“Drusing break, one of my girls mesaag-

as me on Facebaok and she was like, ‘Oh my
gash, 1was at the movie and I ehoughe [ saw
vou and 1 seayad 1o see your name in the cred-
its. ... That was so cool” and 'm like yeah,” said
Kue. “I'm kind of shy aboat ehat sewfl 1 don't go
arouied like, “Oh, | was in this movie" 1§ they
ask me, ['ll say yes, [ts really not me ar all”

I'rm really just a
raally, really silly
airl, 50 o see
myself being
porirayed as the
qirl-next-aoor or
whatewver, | mean,
{rmy friends) think
it's furny.

Choua Kie, mavie’s start was that she was preparcing to See a tamil

hes a Grand Blane resident, a menear in Shaw
Hall, and a psychalogy junior wha wants ta
et her doctorate when she gradoates. Like
many othar average students, Chous Kue weant
‘Why not?

It all stareed last July, when Kue was giving her
rr-year-okl sister, Pao, a ride to Teoy to audition
for the movia. The ewe rehearsed lines oo the way
there, practicing two excerpes of dialogue from
the film berwesn twe of the main characiers.

Mervous whan they arfived at the avdition, Paa
Eue said she kept repeating the linas in lher haad,

te the local maovie theater to see “Gran Torina” last Fri
day with friends. But the difference betwesn Kue and
the hundreds of others chat flled che theater prior to the

psychology junior iar Face share the big screen with the movies star ancd

director, Clint Eastwaad, That Faee was her own.

“By the vime we got there she ar, and they said {Eastwood) cast an estimatad $20.5 million inits o Detroie, as wall as many of the
wasin't ready po ge in vet and there himsalf, 8o @ was very flateering.” firse weekend at the box office. ared’s Hmong residents. “Gran Tori-
wias no one there, so 1 was like, Pao Buse said although she was Kue was one of the many Hmong  no” is said o be the first major-stu-
know the lines, so why not? Sl surprised her sister got the part, she  people from Michigan cast in the dio film to featuee the Hmong.

went in and | got wis very happy [or ler. The two mavie. The Hmaong are an ethnic Shooting for the flm bagan in
a callback and | aven practiced the lines again the group feeas the mountain fegions Aviguse and ook abour a maenth,
got a rale,” said night before Kue's shooting began. of China and seutheast Asia, and with enly a few scenes 1o

aloot, Kue said she was on ser gat-
Ready to rell ting ey maksup asd hais done
“Gran Tering” is one of the most every day for about a waek.
| high-profile films o be shot in “I was ned sure what 1o expect
'i Michigan felloowing the stae's pas- becausa | had noe idea what the set-
character, Thao. she was really, really good at i” sage of the Michigan Film Incen- ting was going to be like. [ knaw
Pac Kue “I wias very, Although she took drama class tive, whicl gives production coim- thae there was probably going 1o
very surprised. Obviously 1 didn'e i high schoaol, Chows Kue said she panies a refundable, assign- be a pon of trailers and spoflf,” Kue
go in expecting anything. [ kiew never really theught she would able tax ceadit of up 1o 42 par- said. “But when | went there [ was
they were sesing thousaixls of peo-  get anything out of it — espe- cent. The screenplay ariginally surprized at how organized every-

Choua Kue, wlhio “1 think iy sister’s just really nat-
wiag eventually cast  wral with acting,” said Pao Kue,

as Youa, a poLen- who gat to spend moee than half
tial love fnterest an hewr on the Alm set one day.

af anstler main “Ewean whean we were practicing,

ple 2o | was vary ghocked " she clally not v ged paid 1o share the gel tle Gl in Minpesora, bue the thing was They had grear vim-
gaid. “1 got a callback after my sac- sereen with a legend like East- tax break inspired Eastweod o
and audition, abour a week lat- wiod in a movie that grossed change the locatien o feature met- See TEHRING o page 2B

@ To see Kue in a clip from the movie and get local showtimes, visit statenews.com
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