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For more than a year, Mason resident Nancy Cotter has been looking for answers concerning her. ﬂnuﬁh“r Rylan Cm"l death. The windows of her home lﬂll

contain faint traces of Rylan's name. “On the night of the visitation, we had a bonfire.
the fogged windows),” she said. It helped Nancy Cotter process her daughter's death, she said, b b

Cotter's quest to learn more about her
daughter’s death continues 1 year later

By Jacob Carpenter
THE STATE KEWS
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Cotter case
timeline

Jan. 7, 2008

2a.m. — Rylan Cotter is
last seen in Enst Lansing.

3:30 a.m. — She chocks
Into a Benton Harbor
hatel by hersell.

T:30 a.m. — Cotter
checks out of the hotel
alone.

12:45 p.m. — Cottar Is.
spattod at a Chastarton,
Incl-ares business as
well as & visitors bureau.

B30 p.m. — She is seen
by Chestarton resident
John Jackson on a trall
near Brassle Golf Course.
Jan. 9, 2008

118 pam. — Police
rexpond to a body found
by maintenance workers
at Brassle Gelf Course.
1:45 p.m. — Police find
Cotter’s car in a parking
Iot about a half of a mile
from whare her body
was found.

force trauma to her
chest and abdoman.
March 7, 2008

Porter County Coroner
Victoria Deppe rules
the death a suicide,
and police suspend the
criminal

From East Lansing to Indiana (right)

. Laks
The day of her death, Rylan Cotter left East Lansing, Mickigan East
stayed at a Benton Harbor hotel and was seen in | |5
Chesterton, Ind. =

Chesterton, Ind. (left)

Rylan Cotter's car

was found in a parking
lot a half mile from where
her body was found in
Chesterton.

She was seen walking

along a path near the
alectrical tower police sald
she jumped from.

Her body was found by

the maintenance staff
of the Brassie Golf Club
near the tower.
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Cotter wouldn't have
mped from a closer tower

she intended to jump.
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Interactive map

‘What happened during
Rylan's last hours? Where
was she seen, and what
was she doing?

Audio slideshow

See photos of Rylan
through the years, shared
by her mother and &
former roommate.

Records

Read the coroner's report
that said Cotter's death

a suicide a well as the
initial police report.
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