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HOCKEY

Conboy leaves
MSU, Tropp’s
future still
not certain

MSU hockey team capain
and senior goaltender Jeff Lerg
st down with sophomore for-
ward Corey
Tropp Monday
o talk about
his future as

er. By Tuesday,
it was unclear
whether that
future would
Include MSUL

Lerg and Tropp's chat came
as a result of MSU head coach
Rick Comley’s decision to sus-
pend Tropp and freshman for-
ward Andrew Conboy from the
team for the
remainder of

the season fol-
lowing the:
actions in Sat-

gan at Yot lee
Arena,

Conboy has
since decided to withdraw from
the university, but Tropp is srill
weighing his options, Comley
sniel

decides to stay enrolled,
said he “would be will-
ing to sit down with (Tropp) in
the spring and discuss his status
further.” Bur Comley didn't say
what would come of the mesting
or if Tropp would be alkowed back
on the tenm next scason.

Lerg said he and former Spar-
an Justin Abdelkader stepped up
and tried 1o advise Tropp.

“[Trepp) went home to talk to
his parents and try to get a feel
for what's a better situation,” Lerg

See HOCKEY on page 24

KEYING ON SAFETY

o
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Top:

‘talks on the phone Monday night while guarding the main

doors in East Holden Hall.

takes a student’s

y night at East

MSU officials consider increasing
hall security after recent incidents

By Kyle Feldscher
THE E NEWS

rimes in residence halls during the past two
ased safety conc
among students and are forcing university offi-
cials to consider different ways of keeping res-
An electronie key card system, reguiring siu-

weeks have led w inc

ns

idents safe.

dents to sean their student 1D 1o enter |

installed in Holden Hall days after two on-campus sexual
assaults were reported in two days, and a week after police
shur down an alleged scam that preyed on students living
in residence halls.

“It's sort of scary trying to go to class or even bea
a group meeting or something at nighe,” said Cw\mmy

by the main doors from midnight to 7 a.m. to check students in

and enforce dorm safety.

See SECURITY on page 24

FUNDING

E.L. could get share of stimulus bill for projects

By Allison Bush
THIE STATE NEWS

East Lansing is among the cities
across the nation that are eagerly
submitting their proposals to get
their cut of the Funding from Pres-
ident Barack Obamar's proposed
8825 billion stimulus project.

The package before the U.S.
Congress could be voted on as
It passed
in the Senate Appro-
priations Committee, and coukd
receive a Senate vate by early
next week.

East Larsing City Manager Ted
Staton said the ciry has drafted
a list of patential projects that
could use funding from the stim-
ulus package, The list torals about
S36 million,

Ome of the proposed projecs is
the reconstruction of the entire
length of Harrison Avenue, Sta-
ton said. It would cost about
S1.750,000 for repairs between
M. Hope Road and Kalamazoo
Street.

“We've hiad this on the list of
prajects to pursue for a couple
years now,” Staton said, “The
stimulus plan would allow us o
get it :nl] to be reconstructed in
2009."

The city's eriginal plan for
rison Avenue to |
reconstruction during a

year time span, beginning in
e, he said.

Michigan could receive up
54.6 billion through the stimu-
lus plan, according ve the Michi-
gan Municipal League,

“We're one of the neediest
states right now,” said state Rep.
Mark Meadows, D-East Lansing.
“I believe we'll get thar amount
of money.”

East Lansing has several other
infrastructure projects on its wish
list, along with economic devel-
opment projects, public facili
ty projects and environmental
initiarives.

“Over the past eight years,
we've continued to receive less
and less money on state and fed-
eral levels,” said Todd Sneathen,
director of public works for East
Lansing. “This would help us o
catch up on things we haven't
been able to afford to de”

The stimulus package would
make funds available through
Sept. 30, 2oto. Half of infrastrue-
rure funding would be required
for spending on projects that
coubd be within 120 days of
the package’s enactment,

The stimulus package’s 12o-
day condition is incended to help
stares now, not provide funding
for future projeces, Meadows
said.

Abous $20 million-worth of

Possible East Lansing
stimulus package

‘West Road project to
connect East Lansing to
Eastwood Towne Center.
Cost currently undermined.
Harrison Avenua
renovation fram
Trowbridge Road to
Kalamazoo Street $1,750,000

Albert Avenue
realignment $2,500,000

Bogue Street bridge
repair over the Red Cedar
River $220,000

BOUREE: MIEHIGAN MURIEIPAL LEAGUE

GRARHIC BY MAILEY SEHALDACH | N

East Lansings proposed projects
could be under construction in
the first 120 day

Although officials
oo early to tell when the mon-
ey would get to the communi-
ties whose proposals are accept-
i, it will be a top priority once
the amount of meney coming o
Michigan is identified, Meadows
said,

“Say it happened now,” he said,
“I'd say by the end of April, the
money would be our in the reve-
nue stream.”

See STIMULUS o page 2A
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ENERGY

PRICE DROP
TRIGGERS MSU
SWITCHTO
NATURAL GAS

By Justin Harris
THE STATE NEWS

The MSU Power Plam began
burning natural gas instead of
ooal last week after prices for the
Fuel remained kower than univer-
sity officials expected.

Bab Ellerhorst, director of util-
ity services at the power plant,
saiel the university rarely burns
s A% an economic choice,

“We're burning some natural

because narural gas prices ane
really soft woday,”™ he said. “Tra-
dirionally, gas is more expensive
than coal ever the long run. But
you get these spikes like right
now, when it's cheaper.”

Although usually cheaper, coal
releases more carbon dioxide
emissions than natural gas.

While only 7 percent of MSU's
fuel comes in the form of gas,
Ellerhorst said the universi-
ty diversifies its energy port-
folin through short- and long-
term agreements in order to
defend irself against volatile
markets,

“We try to take advantage of
the market,” Ellerhorse said. “But

nobody avoided the run-up in
energy prices that occurred over
the past two years. Everybody's

been exposed to

Through v:
tracts, the unive
majority of gas and coal it will
need in the future. For example,
of the 250,000 tons of coal the
university uses per year, 220,000
tons comes from termed con-
tracts. These purchoses sceure
the energy MSU needs for its
runcmnmg supplv

times they're not,
“You win some, you lose some,
but on the average it works ou
for the best because it gives you
a regular supphy”
However, some fue!

chased as the market changes,
as the natural gas being
burned now.

“You're still at the mercy of the
«coal marker or natural gas,” said
Fred Poston, MSL president
for finance and operations.

In 20072008, the plant burned
coal for o3 percent of its fuel.
Ellerhorst said that number will
probably be lower this year.

Ellerhorst said the plant will
burn gas until the end of the
month, but ne decisions for Feb-
ruary have been made yet.

Poston said becawse MSU pro-
duces most of its own energy 1o
power the campus, it's less sus.

See ENERGY on page 24

THE EAST LANSING
CITY COUNCIL
MOVES CLOSERTO A
VOTE ON A HISTORIC
DISTRICT FOR
FRATERNITIES AND
SORORITIES, page 2A
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Snow showers
High 22* | Low 13*
Three-day forecast, Page 24




