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Player of the week

Joff Lerg

MSU's star senior goal-
ie made 76 total saves
and allowed just two
goals during the weak-
end, as the M5U hock-
&y team finished 1-0-

1 during its weekend
series with Ferris State.
Lerg made several criti-
cal saves throughout the
game to help the Spar-
tans get their first win
since Jan. 16.

Track and field

Junior Leah Elenbaas,
junior Shane Knoll

and senior Jeremy Orr
shattarad MSU track
and fiald rocords during
this kend’s Moyo
Invitational in South
Bend, Ind.

Elenbaas broke the MSU
record in the 1,000m
run, Knoll smashed the
record in the mile run,
while Orr set the mark in
the 400m dach.

Women's tennis
The No. 66 MSU
women's tennis team
defeated Toledo and
Datrolt on Friday in East
Lansing. The Spartans
dominated both schoals
-1, With the sweep,
MSU improved to 3-3 on
the season and 3-0 at
homae,

RESULTS

Saturday

Men's basketball 75,
Indiana 47

Men's tennis 5, Toledo 2
Hockey 1, Farris State O

Friday
Women's tennis 6,
Toledo 1
Women's tennis 6,
Detroit1

Gymnastics third place
out af four

Wrestling lowa 22, MSU
15
Hockey 2, Ferris State 2

Thursday
Women's basketball 63,
Ilingls 50
Wednesday
Men's basketball 76,
Minnesota 47
Monday

innesota 60, women's
basketball 44

THIS WEEK:

Tuesday

Men's basketball at
Michigan, 7 p.m.
Thursday
‘Women's basketball at
Indiana, 7 p.m.
Friday

Wrestling vs. Penn
State, 7 p.m.

Hockey vs. Ohio State,
F:05 pom.

Saturday

Women's gymnastics
ws. Florida, 2 p.m.
Hockey vs. Ohio State,
5:05p.m,

Men's golf at Big

Ten Match Play
Champianship, all day
Sunday

Women's tennis at
Indiana State, noon

Wrestling vs. Oklahoma,

Tpum.

WRESTLING

The Spartans fell short against a
tough U-M squad Sunday, page 3B
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HOCKEY
The amount of
saves senior
goaltender
Jeff Lerg made
this weekend,
including 32 in
a1-0 shutout of
Ferris State on
Saturday.

s

AMGELI WRIGHT/THE STATE NEWS

the 's game at

to hit the

“Jeff Lerg,
obviously, is
special. The
only chance

we have to
win right
now is when
he plays
absolutely
great, and he
did.

Rick Comley, head
coach

Case after falling on

lce Arena in Big Rapids. The Spartans defeated the Bulldogs 1-0.

NG ALL OUT

Gritty efforts lead MSU hockey team to crucial 3-point weekend

By Matt Blshop
THE STATE NEWS

ig Rapids

the MSU hockey team hasn't

It's no secret

ting behind the geal for a stoppage.
“He went down, laying on the jee,
{and) blecked three or four shots thar, if

he didn't go down, could've gon
net, could've gone through for
senior forward Matt Schepke said

the

hat

caught many breaks rhis sea-
son. So Saturday, the ream

did what it needed to — ser.
clawing its way to a gritty 1-0 win over
Ferris State at Ewigleben loe Arena.

ching and

e grittiness was no berter dis-
played than late in the third per
od when freshman forward Trev-
or Nill blocked three Bulldogs shots
on the same shift. The first shot
hure him, but nevertheless, the hob-
bling Nill managed 1o block rwo
mere, the third going up into the net-

Just gets everybody on the bench up and
‘ready to go and it's very energizing.
MSU blocked 19 shots on the night.

“With all the scrambles at the end we
were sacrificing bodies,” senior goalten-
der Jeff Lerg said. “1 think we're learn-
ing whar it takes to get it done and
that’s the type of playoll hockey the
team needs o play in the second hall”

While the team made plays in front
of him, Lerg had his second straight sol-
id performance, stopping all 32 shots
he faced. He made 76 saves in the
series, helping the Spartans (8-18-4 over-

See HOCKEY an page 28

(%) For more photos from this weekend's games, visit statenews.com.

MEN'S BASKETBALL

FRESHMAN’S
CAREER DAY
PACES MSU IN
75-47 VICTORY

By Cash Kruth
THE STATE NEWS

All Draymond Green did
Sarurday was take advan-
tage of an opportuniry.

With the MSU men’s bas-
ketball team in a closer-than
expected Big Ten battle with
st-place Indiana and senior
center Goran Suton strug-
gling early, the freshman for-
ward brought energy and
tenacity to the floor, scor.
ing 15 points and grabhing 12
rebounds to lead the Spar-
tans to a 75-47 victory over the
Hoasiers a1 Breslin Center.

“We didn't have a lot of
energy coming out
not that we underestimat
ed them or anything
just sometimes how it is,” se
Green, whose double-double
helped improve MSU 1o 19-4
overall and -2 in the Big Ten.

Checking into the game
shortly after the first media
timeout, Green instantly
broughr the energy 12zo was
looking for, pulling down
strang rebounds and hanging
hard in the paing en route to
eight points and six rebounds
in nine first-half minutes

There was no drop-off in
the second half, as Green

who entered the con
test averaging

shos in his career-high 20
minures, shooting 5-for-
5 from the field and
5 from the free-throw line.
’ ke the
freshman made was mid
way through the sccond
half when he was called for
a charge, turning the ball
over w Indiana (6-16, 1-9).
“We were a little mad at
Draymend; he charged that
onc time or clse he would
have had a perfect game,”
o sabd jokingly aferward.
been playing berer
he helped us a lotin the
Although the play of Green
on Saturday was the first
glimpse Big Ten teams and
MSU gor vo see of him, soph-
omore guard Durrell Sum-
mers and senior guard Tr
vis Walton said what Green
showed on the court Sat-

See M-HOOPS on page 28

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Thomas tears ACL in practice Friday; will miss season

By Joseph Te
TE NEWS

The MSU women's basket-

when sophemore guard Britt-
ney Thomas went down for
the season, tearing the ante-

. rior cruci-
:lh.'||g ment,

during prac-
tice, head
coach Suzy
Merchant

nounced.

done for the yer
prognosis will ©
here in the next couple of

days,” Merchant said. “She's
worked really hard because

she came off an injury at the
beginning of the year, so
I'm sure it was disappoint-
ing for her_ 1 feel | |ke ‘hL

nded and with lit-
tle time to prepare for a
strong Ohio State team on
&lll\dl\' Mercham s
11 it b |>|u'1w(| s
1m|,., ce 3
some reservations, especial-
Iy going into Ohio State,” Mer-
chant said. “I think our kids,
as disappointed as they were
under the circumstances, they
believed that they could find
a way to make it happen. But
I think it's an effort by every-
body vo step up and say, ‘1
think we can make this
pen [ give a whole lot o[

credit to our defense and a
whale lot of credit o everyone
that played and doing the lit-
tle things o make it happen.”
Since returning from
hand injury earlier this
son, Thomas has been a
workhorse for the Spar-
ans, averaging 32.5 min-
ures per game. Bur ir's rhy
absence thar may be th
ing grace for this team,
several different players
were tried out at the point.
“I think it helped hccwsc
it wasn't as forel,
eonild have be
more Kalish
Keane started Sun-
day's game against Ohio
Seate at point guard after
playing much of th
s0n a3 a power forward.

sav.
5

Keane, who will split most
of the minutes left vacant
by Thomas with fresh-
man guard Porsché Poole,
approached Mere short
Iy after Thomas was injured
and told the coach she could
take the open position.

“1 think I'm the kind of per-
son that thinks abou what's
next rather than dwelling,”
Keane said. “[ just went up
and talked to coach and 1
was like, "OK, what are we
going to do? | know these
s ar the point guard paosi-

1 you get me ko

iy
I'hn’mghlr-nll Thomas is
raking it well, Keane said.
“Britney’s a tough per-
son, as you can tell out there

on, | need to know some ath-

on the court,” Keane said. *1
think it really reflects her per-
sonality. She's reacring to it
with a positive artirnde.”
E though the
is left without its point
guard, junior center Ally-
s5a DeHaan said the Spar-
tans have more to rely on
“[Thomas is) a big part of
our team, especially on the
defensive end, but she's not
the whole team,” DeHaan
said, “There’s many com-
ponents th at mal.c up what

ly came out
nd stepped it up. We had o
replace the effort and the min.
wtes she brought for us, but
she was still coaching us from
the bench, so we had every-
body with us for this game.”
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