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DEATH

Friends mourn student death; cause uncertain

ys s death of
finance senior Kevin Boskey has
lefi those who
were close to
him searching
fior answers as
they remem.
ber a friend
who brought
smiles to their

od
at his home on Woodmere Ave-
nue. He had been sick on Thurs-
day, staying in bed most of the

ell said.

Mirchell, a finance senior,
said Boskey had complained of
fatigue on Thursday and loaked
sick, but nothing serious seemed
0 be wrong.

When Michell opened Bos-
key's door on Friday o hand
him a magazine, he said he
immediately knew his friend
had died.

Mitchell described Boskey as
a naturally upbear person who
eould make anyone laugh.

“He was a real happy-go-lucky
kind of guy and the funniest guy
I've ever known,” Mitchell said,

“If you met him one time, you'd
remember him.”

Boskey's death does not
appear 1o be suspicious and no

criminal scriviry is suspected,
East Lansing police said Mon-
day afternoon.

Ingham County Medical
Examiner Dean Sienko said an
autopsy was completed Satur-
day bur no cause of death has
been determined.

“We've been particularly keen
an looking for a bacteri
and there has been no indication
of that,” Sienke said, “More tests
are forthcoming.™

Psychology senior Mart Fig-
urski lived with Boskey during
their sophomaore vear. Figurski
satid Boskey was the type of per-
san he was proud to call his best
friend.

“Ir’s not fair though, because
he had so many best friends,”

Figurski said. “Literally every-
one loved him. He had no
enemi

Figurski had been friends with
Baskey since the two were junior
high students in their hometown
of Farmingren Hills. He said
he's experienced mixed emo-
tions, from shock of Boskey's
death 1o laughing about stories
he and friends have recalled
about Boskey.

“It sinks in more and more
every day, and I just miss him
mage and more as sinks in,"
Figurski s alize how
much [ loved him and how much
he meant to me.”

Mitchell said he and his room-
mates, along with other friends,
are coping with the loss by reliv-

ing their friend's sunny outlook
on life.

“He really liked making svery-
one laugh and was just the life
of the party,” Mitchell said, “As
cliché as that sounds, he really
was the life of the party for us.
He was just such a good guy.”

Tom Scott, an accounting
was Boskey and Fig-
urski's suitemate during their
sophomore year and met Bos-
key during high school. He said
he was still shocked at the sur-
real experience of losing one of
his closest friends,

“Tdon't really know what I'm
going to do yet,” Scote said. “Tm
just going to try and learn from
this and | know I'll always be
thinking of him."

Figurski said he is Inoking for-
ward 10 Boskey's funeral, which
he expects o be packed with
people from all over Michigan,
and the rest of the Midwest,
sharing stories of their fun lov-
ing friend.

“Part of the thing with Kev is,
what makes it easter is every sto-
ry about him will be fun,” Fig-

urski said. “He was that kind
of guy.”™
Efforts to reach Boskey's fam-

ily were unsuccessful. Funeral
serviees are scheduled for i am.
Thursday at Our Lady o
rows Cathelic Church in Farm-
ington. Visitations are sched-
uled for 4-¢ p.m. today and 2-5
p.m. Wednesday ar Thayer-Rock
Funeral Home in Farmington.

ECONOMY

AUTOMAKERS
HAVE 1 WEEK
TO PROVE
VIABILITY

By Pat Evans
THE STATE NEWS

A erucial deadline faced by
Detroit automakers 1o present
the federal gevernment with
plans showing they're viable
has taken a backseat to the
more than $8oo billion pre-
posed federal stimulus packag-
s, two MSU professors who fol-
low the industry said.

The Feb. 17 deadline for Gen.
eral Motors Corp. and Chrysler
LLC to submit long-term viahbil-
ity plans was set in December
when Congress approved boan
packages totaling $13.4 billion
that would help keep the auto-
makers from going under,

Labor and industrial rela-
tions professor Richard Block
sald Congress and the Obama
administration will be able 1o
focus on working with the auto-
makers once the verdict on the
stimulus is reached.

“The administration is so
focused on stimulus, and once
thar is passed they can wrn o
the automakers,” he said. “The
amount they're asking for ismt
nearly as much as the banks and
these would be loans, not gifts
or bailouts.”

GM has received $g.4 bil-
lion and expects to get $4 bil-
lien more, while Chrysler has
received 84 billion and is hoping
to get another $3 billion.

The twoe have

Troy Walters, a

Tunlor. ks

mm.wumniu he would like to see a veteran center open
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as part of a ROTC
army. After serving four years in the United States and in Irag, Walters re-gniisted to extend Nnmb‘nmd!dwat Msu

taken steps since receiving the
first round of funding 1o prove
theyre worthy of going back
for more, Chrysler last month
agreed to partner with lralian
auromaker Fiat SpA, although
the two companies still await
FOVEFMMENt Approva

A partnership with Fiat would
give Chrysler access to small car
technelogy and markets out-
side the ULS., a key component
to success in the current finan-
cial situation, said John Revitee,
a labar and industrial relations
professor,

“Without something like this,
we couldn't get away without
poing through more layoffs and
factory closings,” Revirte said.
“But this should start the pro-
cess going the other way.™

Psychology soph Ryan

in family.

By Allison Bush
THE STATE NEWS

Duffy, whose father works for
Chrysles, said he is confident the
Fiat partnership is a step in the

See AUTOMAKERS on page 24

in his life. He lives with his sister Lindsay, ml.mhun:‘nmmulﬂ.ruuﬂhlm

riminal justice sophomare Troy Walters, a U.S. Army
weteran, spent a year in Iragq when he was 20, but he
had always planned on coming o MSU afterward.
“The whole time | was in lraq, especially in 2005 when
the baskethall team was in the Final Four, 1 was paying attention
to that,” he said, A recently introduced program could e
veterans to Jook MSUs way. Last month, the university unveiled a
new tuition assistance program, where Michigan's disabled verer-
ans will no Jonger have 1o woery about paying for an educ:

more

Veserans already receive assistance from the state and fed-
«eral government, but the university will cover the rest of their
undergraduste tuition expenses, including room and board,
sabd Val Meyers, an associate director of financial aid s MSUL

“It's great,” Walters said. 1 think they
(MSU) need to get more imvolved ™

Tuition assistance program could draw more veterans to MSU

There currently are about
270 VELEFANS O CAMPUS,
with 19 whao have identi-

} disabled,

TECHNOLOGY

MSU-endorsed
download site
shuts down

By Justin Harris
THE STATE NEWS

Ruckus.com — once dubbed
by MSU “the premiere digital
entertainment network designed
specifically for college students™
— quietly and abruptly shut
down during the weekend.

Targeted to college communi-
ties, the site offered free music
downloads o students and fae-
ulty at participating universities,
which included MSU. Songs
were available with 3o0-day
renewal licenses, but were not
transferable 1o MP3 players or

displaying a final message to
its users.

“Unfortunately, the Ruckus
service will no longer be pro-
vided. Thanks."

MSU was notified Monday by
Ruckus® parent company, Total-
Music LLC, that the Ruckus ser-
vice had shur down, effecrive
immediarely.

Jason Herskowitz, vice pres-
nagement
dusic, said the econo-
my made it difficult for the ser-
vice to continue.

“T'he overall state of the econ-
omy forced our investors
making some tough de
Herskowitz wrote
to The State News.

The Ruckus program was
promoted wo MSU students as a
way to download music free and
legally to their personal comput-

See RUCKUS on page 24

fied selves
Ini the lomg ran, W
ters, who does not quali-
fy for the program, said he
would like the program o
cater 1o all veterans. How-
ever, it is a lot harder for
disabled veterans to find
employment, so they should
be helped first, he said.
MSU is the only major
university in Michi-
gan that is offering such
tion assistance pro-
gram for veterans.
The university expects
1o spend $150,000 on this
program for the 2009.10

a

See VETERANS on page 2A

Aid for
MSU — Will cover
tuition costs
for disabled graduates StudyBlue.com,
peginaing in the 2009-10 wh[cg allows

sehoel year.

Western Michigan — Will
covar the first samestor of
raturning vatarans® tuition
while they wait for their
veterans benefits to catch
charges in-state tuition
in subsequent semesters
rogardiess of homatown.

University of Michigan —
Registrar's Office provides
assistance to eligible
students applying for their
Veteran Affairs education
benefits.

BOURCE: MEU, WESTERS MICHIGAN
AMDU-H HEGLS SELATION

:louhgents to upload
MsU'sg arﬂmtlon,
page 3A.

Weather

High 60° | Low 46°
Three-day forecast, Page 24




