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The Michigan Princess Riverboat currently is docked at Grand
River Park in Lansing and awaits the ice to clear to serve

patrons

News

to preserve it during the harsh weather conditions.

Mark Dobson’s time as RHA president draws to a close after almost 3 years

Kevin Fleury,
middle, lsten
to Doug Estry,
associate
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Residence Halls leader moving out

“RHA has been
a member of
many decisions
MSU has made,
and | don’t
think (RHA)
would have
been included
without him.
He's made
MSU better for
students.”

Paul Goldblatt,
MSU director of

By Chris Vannini
‘THE STATE NEWS

hen MSU Residence Halls Associntion be
nations for next year's president on Feb, 11,
inarion for current president Mark Dobson caused
a roar of laughter from the assembly and an earto
ear grin from Dobsan. After almost three
seemed as though the Spanish and political theory and constitution-
al democracy senior would never leave the organization. Bur since
Dobson, a Trenton, Mich., native is set 1o graduate this May, RHA
will have a new president for the first time since November 2006,

“Then

like, T'm really p,olruz,\omlss this.” It's bittersweer.”

e times when I'm like, ‘Boy, Il be glad when

“ll of the candldﬁwsmc looking ar the void (Dob-
som) will bleave,” Fleury sakd. “Having a meeting with
tioning Mark is going to be impossible”
first joined RHA in 2005 during his soph.
representative for Wilson Hall.

‘When elections were held in spring zoos, Dobson decid-
e to run for vice president, but didn't have high hopes,
Everyone sull wonders how [ pulled it off)*

he said.

+ as RHA president, it

up o president in November 2006, His predecessor, Lind-
say Palinsky, stepped down because of personal reasons.,
Dobson credited his ..1ulu} 1o get through his first term w
i i 0 with the workload.
“The one thing with this job, i ou surround
yourself with really great people,” he always joke
that a lot of people work hard but | get wmh all the credis.”
Dihson said since he took over, RHA has

imes when 'm

Residence Life

RHAs presidential election i
't take office until April
ident: RHA Vice President Ke

onight, bur the president elect
ere are three candidates for pres-
eury, Communications Coor-

gained strengrh as a voice for students.
“What I'm mast prowd to have been a part of is the way that

dinator Emma Perot and Director of RHA TV Scott Bishop,

See DOBSON on page 24

® To hear audio clips from an interview with Dobson, visit statenews.com/multimedia

PROGRAM

Students rally against
cutting music therapy

By Kayla Habermehl
THE STATE NEWS

Andrea Kozminski turned
down scholarships at other
schools before coming wo MSU
lasr fall. The no-preference fresh-
man wanted to pursue a career
in music therapy.

Then, about two weeks ago,
Koezminski learned of a proposed
moratorium cn admission into the
program.

“The first thing I thought was
that the clients and the clinie
downstairs (of the Music Practice
Building) was going to suffer,”
Kozminski said. “The clients are
the most important, not m

The College of Music on Feb.
& submitted a moratorium
or freeze on admissions — in

respons: o financial concerns,
said James Forger, dean of the
college,

Kozminski was one of a
group of about five to seven
students who weren't music
therapy majors but had already
started the required courses.
Forger said since the morato-
rium was submitted, the deci-
sion was made 1o allow these
students te audition into the
program.

The decision came after a
number of meetings in which
students, faculty and other
comoermed parties voiced opin-
ions against the moratorium,
he said. Kozminski's audivon
s this Friday.

See MUSIC an page 24
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Music therapy Junior Kayh pertor dition of a Beatles
sang on Monday with, left to right, cllents Tera ,
therapy senlor Morgan Miller, along with (not

ECONOMY

Obama eases
fearsin speech
to Congress

By Allison Bush
THE STATE NEWS

America’s economy is going to
e QK — at least according to the
address President Barack Obama
delivered 1o Congress Tuesd.

“The answers o our prob-
Jerms don't Tie bevond our reach,”

a joint session of Congress, “They
exist in our laboratories and uni-
versities, in our fields and our

“What is required now is for
this country to pull together, con-
front boldly the challenges we
face, and take responsibility for
our furure once more.”

MSU economics professor
Charkes Ballard said Obarma macde
chear the severity of the country’s
econemic situation but didn’
want to make the country seem

desperate.
“One speech isn't going o
change what peaple think abour

the situation, but it helps o
someone who is upb
Nick Molen, an anthropology
graduate student.

Obama laid our his goal
recuee the nation's $1.3 trillion
deficit by the time his first term
ends, largely by cutting funding
ta the war in Irag,

MSU assistant pelitical science
professor Man Grossmann said a
budges deficie cut in half weould
e bring the deficit to what it was
when President George W, Bush
came inte office in 2000,

“He's the one who has o ger rid
of It .l|th|le.h lh.llsﬂul 1o say he

mare I).um'
“But I'm just gl.l(l tosee he's going
1o do something.”
Obama’s address followed a
el

said although the
economy will continue 1 recede
for the next six months, the reces-
sion should end this year, accond-
ing to The Associated Press.

Bun econonic forecast (s notori-
ously imprecise, especially in this
unprecedented situation, Ballard
said,

“None of the people providing
the forecasts have ever seen any-
thing like the curremt economic
downtum,

it choes seem
among econ-
omists that there’s a very good
chance that before the end of
2004, we'll ar leass have bot-
tammed our.”

Whether the stimulus succeeds
at creating jobs and, therefore,
tax revenue will have much to do
with a recovery, Ballard said.

“The first thing we need is 1o
get the economy out of the reces.
sion,” he said.

Restaurant closes
due to unpaid taxes,

Weather

Rain showers
High 41* | Low 31*
Three-day forecast, Page 28




