[HE
bdlTle

SPORTS EVENTS

PLAYER OF THE WEEK

Delvon Roe

freshman forward

maen's basketball

Roe scored in double
digits against both lowa
and lllinois, helping the
Spartans clinch at least a
share of the Big Ten title.

SOFTBALL

The MSU softball team
won two games Saturday
in the Magic City Classic in
Birmingham, Ala., before
the remaindar of the
tournament was canceled
due to inclement weather.
The team beat Northern
INlinois during its first
game 10-2. It defeated
Samford during the late
afterncon 13-6. Unusual
snowfall in Alabama
caused the Sunday games
against Pittsburgh and
Alabama-Birmingham to
ba cancaled and will not
be rescheduled. The M5U
softball team is 6-6 overall
this season.

RESULTS

Sunday

Men's basketball 74, lllincls
66

Women's basketball 57,
Purdue 55

Women's tennis 5, Marshall
4

Saturday
Baseball 8, UNC-
wilmington 9

Softball 10, Northern
Ninois 2

Softball 12, Samford 6

Men’s tennis 5, lllinois
State 1

Men's tennis 7. Indiana-
Purdue Indianapolis O

Hockey 1, Motre Dame 2

Friday
Baseball 2, UNC-
Wilmington 7

Baseball 3, UNC-
Wilmington 4

Women's tennls 3, Western
Michigan 4

THIS WEEK

Tuesday

Men's basketball at
Indiana, 7 p.m,

Friday
Baseball vs. Goargia State
at Daytona Beach, Fla, 3
pm

Gymnastics vs. Auburn, 7
pum.

Saturday

Baseball vs. Xavier at
Daytana Beach, 11 a.m.
Baseball at Bethune-
Cookman, 7 p.m.
Softball vs. Princaton at
Chapel Hill, N.C., 12:30 p.
Softball at North Carclina,
5:30 p.

Women's tennis vs.
Nerthwestem, noon

Sunday

Men's basketball vs.
Purdue, noon

Baseball at Bethune-
Cockman, noon

Softball vs. Georgetown at
Chapel Hill, 1:30 p.m.
Softball vs. Elon at Chapel
Hill, 4 p.m.

Gymnasties vs. Califarnia
and Ball State, 2 p.m.

HOCKEY

Jeff Lerg sets CCHA all-time saves
record, but Spartans swept, page 6B
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BASKETBALL
The MSU men’s
basketball team
has won at least
a share of five
Big Ten titles
under Tom lzzo.
For more men's
basketball, see
page 1A.

SPARTANS SHOCK PURDUE

JOSH RADTKE/THE STATE NEWS

Senlor guard Mia Johnson and junior center Lauren Altch embrace while farewell videos are played on the Jumbotron after the
team’s 57-55 victory Sunday afterncon at Breslin Center.

Aitch scores winning lbasket with 1 second left

By Joseph Terry
THE STATE NEWS
It was all a giant screwy
With 19 seconds on the elock
in 1 55-55 basketball

M5U

due, MSU
senior guard
Mia John-
son brought the ball up

the court to run the final
play for the Spartans,

Called "5 he play was
supposed 10 have Johnson pass
the ball v a flashing Lykendra

Johnson who would find junior
center Allyssa DeHaan in the

post for an open Layup. Instead,

Junior center Lauren Ajch
flashed, freshr forward
Lykendra Johnsen flared and
DeHann was double covered,
When Lykendra Johnson got
the ball, she noticed the dou-
ble team and passed the ball o
Aiftch, who was beft wide open
and fired a high-arcing shat,
The ball went straight
through the net, giving MSU
a 57-55 vicwory and locking
the team into the No. 2 seed

in the Big Ten Tournament.

“That’s a shot I've practiced
for a long time,” Airch eaid. “1

ook it in rhythm, which is 2
big thing when you're shoot.
g, When you take the
you wait for a second, som

times you miss it, So, 1 ook

it and shot ir. It el good oo,

mmmg orfm)' hand. Either
b i air b.lll

as exciting. Ir started st\-
and methodical, as both

teams tried to figure out
the opposing defense.
MSU gor out to an ear-
Iy lead behind the inspired
play of Debaan. She
apened the scoring wi
a turnaround jumper in
the paing, then called for
a pass in rransition and
hit another turnaround
1o give MSU a 4-0 beac.
The game quickly ¢
back to even as Purdue
vard Lindsay Wisdorm. Hyl-

See W-HOOPS o page 28

Johnson leads “‘Lu; @ans

to victor

By Joey Nowak
! EWS

/ on Senior Day

enior guard Mia Johnson is a self-proclaimed feisty
Spartan warrior — a “go-gerer.” But the one thing

the senjor guard won't do ks cry.

Xeept on Senior

Day. Johnsen led the Spartans with 36 minutes in

Sunday’s 57-55 win against Purdue and was responsible for tack-

ling her teammate, redshirt junior center Lauren Aitch, at mid-
court after the game-winning shot dropped. With family and
friends in atrendance — including her brother, who paid for a

plane ticket and flew from Minneapalis to surprise her

John.

son couldn’t help but becoming emotional after the team’s final

regular season game.

“Normally 1 don't ery unless U'm hurt,” she s
s and been throug

“But I've been here four

T've seen a lot these girls grow up, It's been remark-
able to see it all and go through it all as a leader.”
The team’s floor leader, Johnson finished with sev-

en poines, three rebounds and
Handling the ball nearly the en
ished with only two of M.

SLI he
win ga

am-high six assisrs.

game, Johneon fin.

0 BETIOVETS,
1 coach Suzy Merchant went to Johnson in the must-

vith hopes of the veteran leader remaining poised

and finishing the team'’s regular season on a high note.

“We needed people our there

See JOHNSON on page 28

105K RADTRESTHE STATE NEWS
Mw ‘guard Mia Johnson pushes the ball past Purdue's

Johnson sconed

MEMN'S BASKETBALL

Morgan getting
healthy at right
time for MSU

By Alex Altman
THE STATE NEWS

Champaign, fil. — Junior for-
ward Raymar Morgan's health
is still a concern, but his play on
Sunday was a sign that it might
not be for much longer,

Morgan played his best game
in nearly six weeks against Hli-
nis, scoring 14 peints and add-
ing six rebounds off the bench
10 help the Spartans defear 111i-
08 74-66 at Assembly Hall,

Since the first meeting of the
season between the schools
on Jan. 17, Morgan has been
bartling walking pneumonia
and a mild form of mononu-
cleosis. The illness kept him
out of three games and ham-
pered him for several others.

But Morgan's stamina is
finally improving and conse-
quently, so s his production.

“My wind is starting o
come back, and I'm start-
ing to feel healthy,” Mor-
gan said. “It’s been a while
since ['ve felr this good.”

Although it wasn't indie-
ative of his play, MSU |
coach Tom Fzzo said M
wha played 22 minutes, was
fatigued for much of the game.

During the last few games,
lzzo was only able vo use

he didn't have the stami
na to stay at peak condi-
tion fior longer stretches,

But on Sunday, lzzo left
Morgan on the court for lon.
ger stints and told him he
would simply have to deal
with his exhaustion,

“Ray was panting a few
times and dunng timeouts [

ing,
him credit because he
suck it up a few times.”

Back in form

Amid a sea of radiam

erange uniforms, MSU soph-
amore guard Kalin Lucas
was the brightest person

in the building Sunday.

Despite a thumb injury that
he said has affected his shoo:-
ing stroke, Lucas finished with
we-high 18 points and
four assists for the Spartans,

“It still hares a lit-
tle bit," Lucas said about
his thumb. “But one thing
1 had 10 do was come out
there tonight and grind.”

Lucas’ hig game came on the
heels of his worst-scoring game
of the season, when he scored
just four podnrs against lowa.

Early in the first half, he
Iooked like he was destined
for another low-scoring nighs.
He struggled from the perime-
ter and even threw an air ball,
a moderately easy floarer.

But with a renewed focus of
‘making plays off the dribble,
he played much better down
the stretch of the first half and
even better in the second.

“Coach told me 1o antack,

1o try to draw foul
1listened to hir
Lucas, whe finished
14 from the field. “F
great coach and he knows
whar he's ralking abour™

After the game, those feel.
ings of respect between
Lucas aned lezo proved
1@ be reciprocal

“1 thoughs today he showed

See M-HOOPS an page 28
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