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Aitch’s last-second game
winner clinches a No. 2
seed for MSU women

JOSH RADTKE/THE STATE NEWS
Junior center Lauren Altch hugs sophomore forward
‘Cotera Washington after sinking a buzzer-beating shot
against Purdue. The Spartans wen 57-55 at Braslin Center.
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Is In danger —
of losing Its It's the university's fastest-
house to the growing expense, costing more
proposed than $300,000 per day.
East Village Health care for university
Anvalopmant. faculty and staff costs MSU

JOSH ADTKES
THE STATE NEWS

more than $10 million per
year and is
increasing
about 9 per-
cent every
year.

With pos-
sible state
funding curs
looming and
forcing the
university to enact cost-cut-
ting methods, MSU President
Lou Anna K. Simon has pre-
seribed health care costs as a
potential cure for MSLU's finan.
cinl woes.

During her State of the

University address on Feb,

East vl age redevelopment By Jeff Kanan businesses to allow for con- 3, Simon announced the cre-
THE STATE KEWS struction of more retail, res- ation of the Health Care Strate.
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ues and housing units

espite recent concerns from property own-

ers in the East Village area and actions o
label the area as environmentally contami-
nated, ity officials aid they have no imen-
tion of using eminent domain to scquire an area of land
that’s home to housing for thousands of MSU students,
San Diego-based Pierce Education Properries current-

Iy Is 1z months into a yo-month deadline to complete land
ivate properties located in the pla d

acquisition of

but hasn’

cquired any properties.
re redevelopment project, which is bounded by

East Grand River Avenue, Steddard Avenue, Bogue Street
and the Red Cedar River, calls for the acquisition of Cedar

Village aparimemts and other studem housing units and

But with no proper
acquired and time ticking o
complete the project, prop-
ety owners d

ronme: 5
o wary to acquire the londs
through eminent domain.

5

was assigned the task of mak-
ing MSU’s health care system
more fiscally scund.

The commirtee is comprised
fves from faculty,

¥ might be attempt.

SSMENE 05

inent domain is a ool

» take private

property if it deemed nec-
essary for a public use.
Concern among residents

See HOUSING on page 2A

MEN'S BASKETEBALL

MSU CLAIMS SHARE OF BIG TEN TITLE

By Cash Kruth
THE NEWS

Champaign, Ill, — It's tak-

en Goran Suton five years to

get a share

of a Big Ten

Championship.

And while a

share of the title is all well and

goxel, exeuse the senior center if

b and his teammates want the
whaole thing for themselves.

“It fieels good — acrually it feels
grear,” said Suton, who scored
eight poines and grabbed 1o
rebounds in the MSU men's bas-
ketball team'’s 74-66 win against
[linois at Assembly Hall. “But we
want to be selfish. We want the
whaole thing and we don’t want
o share it with anybody.”

The No, o Spartans (235 over-
all, 13-3 Big Ten) accomplished
one of its main preseason goals
on Sunday, clinching a share of
the 2008-0¢ Big Ten Champlon-
hip with the win against [llinois
(237, 116 ).

The win gives the program its
first Big Ten Championship since
2000-01,

Chamgpionchip. “It’s always tough
o win on the road in this ke

but to win in a place that | have
s0 much respect for in how they
play, how they act and how they
are ... that made it even sweeter
1 be able to go in and win under
that kind of adversity.”

If the Spartans win just one of
their final two games — either
Tuesday against Indiana (6-22,
1-15) of March ainst Purdue
{22-7, 11-5) — they will be ouz-
right conference champions for
the first time since the 1999-2000
season,

“It's definitely something I've
been working toward for five
vears and it’s here now,” Suton
said. “The biggest thing is just
worrying about Indiana now.”

Sophomore guard Kalin Lucas
led all scorers with 18 points,
while junior forward Raymar
Morgan (14 points) and fresh-
man forward Delvon Roe (10}
also scored in double figures.

Mike Tisdale (15), Mike Davis
(r3), Chester Frazier (10) and
Demetri MeCamey (10) seored
in double figures for Ilinois.

After ending the first half ona
12-6 run to take a 37-30 halftime
lead, the Spartans scored the first
six poims of the second half i
exvend their lead o 11 The Fight-
ing Illini spent the second half
pounding the ball inside to

SEAN COCK/THE STATE NEWS

Hiinols guard Jeft Jordan chases senlor guard Travis Walton

during a Inthe

of M5U"s 74-66 victory

at Assembly Hall In Champaign, IIL With the win the Spartans
clinched a share of the Big Ten title.

dale and forcing Suton and Roe

o pick up their fourth and third

personal fouls, respectively.
A epointer by the lini's

Trent Meacham cut MSLs lead

o 58-56, hefore lini guard

Jeff Jordan stripped fresh-

man guard Korie Lucious

near half court and went in

for the Layup to tie the game

at 58 with 7:19 remaining.

The Nlini didn't hit another
field goal uneil Frazier hita pull-
up 3-pointer with 33 seconds to

.

Much of the credit went to
seldom-used senior center ldong
Ihak, whe [zzo admined o put-
ung in the game in a “panic
decision.”

“It was tougher™ to get posi.
tion on Thok, said Tisdale, who

®Hmo||lnq..

For a phato gallery
from the Spartans’
win in Champaign,
wisit statenews.com,/
multimedia,

For more game coverage,
soe page 18,

didn't score the rest of the
way. “Ibak’s pretey big, but
we were still looking it
(inside).”

From there, Lucas scored
four seraighe poirts and sendor
guard Travis Walton hit a
Bascline jumper to give MSU
a five-point lead as the Spar-
tans pulled away.

MSU planned o travel
atraight from Champaign,
1., to Bloomington, Ind. Sun-
day night for its game against
the Hoosiers at 7 p.m. on
Tuesday.

In Bloomington, the Spar-
rans hope o lock up the oue.
right Big Ten ritle.

“It means a bot, but a ‘share’
is what you said,” Walton said
of the team'’s next step. “We
want to go down to Indiana
and hopefully play a prety
good game like we did today
and win it outright.”

various staff unions, retirees
and academic specialists,
“Our approach must strike
the right balance between
quality and cost,” Simen wrote
in a lewer wo faculty and staff
last month. “We must main-
tain access to high quality ca
while constraining expenses to
achicve greater value, A sus-
tainable approach w
¥ require shared sacrifice. It
shonest Lo suggest

alth ca
sented less than @ p
MSU's general fund budger. It
now accounts for about 7.5 per-
cent of the budger. If costs con-
tinue o rise at current rates,
by 2019, one-tenth of the uni-
versity's spending would go
toward health care.

MSU uses a self-funded
method for providing health
care, meaning the university
ays for staff members' health
bills, minus any co-pay.

Brent Bowditch, assistant
vice president of MSU human
resourees, said the new health
care committee will look for

See HEALTH CARE on page 24

TAKING THE PLUNGE
More than 250
jumped into an area
lake to raise money
for charity this
weekend, page 3A
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High 22° | Low 8°
Three-day forecast, Page 24




