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MCAA TOURNAMENT

Whan MSU hosted the
first two rounds of the
wormen's basketball
NCAA Tournament in
2007, 21,340 basketball
lovers passed through
Breslin Center’s gates.
MSU will host the
tournament again this
year on March 22 and
24, and tickets are still
available,

Dus to other ticket
arrangements, fans may
not be positioned in the
same seat throughout
the tournament,
Tickets are avallable
te adults for $40 and
to seniors, children,
students and groups
of 15 or more for $20
for two games on
March 22 and one on
March 24, Tickets can
be purchased from
the Spartan Ticket
Office by phone at
1-800-GO-STATE

oF online at www.
Msuspartans.com.

RESULTS

Sunday

Baseball 5, Xavier 11
Women's gymnastics

195.675, New Hampshire
195.350

Saturday
Men's basketball 70,
Ohio State B2
Softball 4, Missouri 10
Softball 10, Coastal
Carofina 8

Women's tennis 6,
Gonzaga |

Friday

Men’s basketball 64,
Minnesota 56

Baseball 7, Guinnipiac 3
Baseball 2, Quinnipiac 4

Softball 2, North
Carglina 7

Softball 5, Coastal
Carolina 6

Men's tennis 1. Tulsa &

Women's tennis O,
Washington 7

THIS WEEK

Friday

Men’s basketball vs.
Robart Marris, time TBA
Baseball vs. Cakland,
305p.m.

Men's tennis at lowa, 2
pom.

Saturday

Baseball vs. Dakland,
1:05 p.m.

Softball at Ohio State,
2 pm.

Women's tennis vs,
lowa, noon
Gymnastics Big Ten
Championships at
Champaign, I, 2 p.m,

Sunday

Men's basketball NCAA
Tournamaent second
round

Baseball vs. Cakland,
1:05 p.m.

Softball at Ohio State,
2pm.

Women's tennis vs.,
Minnesota, 11 a.m.
Men's tennis at
Minnesota, noon

HOCKEY

The MSU hockey team was swept
out of the CCHA playoffs, page 4B
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BASKETBALL
With its selection
this season,

the MSU men's
basketball team
has reached

the NCAA
Tournament

12 consecutive
seasons.

Poor shooting day costs MSU chance at title

By Alex Altman

frer his team’s season-ending vicrory against Pur-
due, M5U senior guard Travis Walton made a

bold g

tion. “We're gonna

here,” said Walton, moments before the te
og regular season championship banner into the rafte

1f the Spartans s

ve to do i

mi

Tournament on Saturday,
State 82-70 at Conseco Fieldhouse in Indianapolis.
: s bid to sweep the Big Ten regular season

ded MS!

1e boss en

antee during the

re going to make Wall
in the NCAA
ated in the semifinals

Senjor Day celebra-

aise another banner up in

m hodsted its 2008~

14 praph-
i

alling to Ohic

title and conference wurnament for the first time since 2000,

Although MSU defeated Mir
terfinals, there are very few pos
tans to ext

By Joey Nowak
™

The MSU women's basket
ball team failed to capital-
ize on an opportunity to seal
the deal on an NCAA Tour-
nament spot and, instes
put itsell back on the bb-
ble with a boss to Wisconsin
in the Big Ten Tournament
qu: rterfinals last weekend.
e Spartans, who
e now dropped three

[ eheir Last four games,
bost 56-50 after surrender:

ing an carly lead to a Wis-
consin team whose defen-

Sp
l]u-n first game of the
end, after drawing a first-
round bye as the two-seed
Redshirt freshman forward
ndra Johnson and junior
forward Aisha Jefferson gave
an inapired effort in the fina
minutes to claw hack with-
in three points after Wiscon-
sin had assumed 3
But it wa
That
Funning o

1 the quar-

ves for the Spar-
t from the tournament

Poor shooting, untime.

Iy turnovers

‘in which the .5|\:|
struggled
Iy

the loss. “We didn’t exc-
cute the game plan our.

Coach said you've gor 1o
give credit to them because
if you are open you've

g0t to make that shot,

We had some open looks
and we didn't make ours
and they m.:du theirs.”

ent [mm the

See M-HOOPS on page 28
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Junior center Allyssa DeHaan walks down the court

after missing a basket against \\Nmmln inthe Big Ten

The

Spartans lost

trying to turn

just because we were running
out of time,” Jefferson said.
“We should have started like

that the second half, and we
weere just thinking about try-
ing 1o score at that time.”
Jefferson and John-
son had 15 and 12 podmts,
respectively, but the Spar.

1p at the end,

the 56-50.

tans committed 25 turn-
overs to the Badgers' 17

“These were turnovers
for touchdowns,” MSL
head coach Suzy Merchant
said, “We've been turning it
over, but they haven't been
. And then obvi-

W-HOOPS an page 25

Men'’s

basketball

CASH KRUTH

Many factors
led to loss to
Ohio State

With the

ant done
he
NCAA Tour-
nament on
the hori-

reporter Cash Kruth ex:
ines four questions surround-

basketball

JOSEPH TERRY

Late-season
losses concern
for Spartans

women
basketball
rEam waits
o hear its
NCAA Tour-
nament fate
tonigh, it h
bt 1o Jook
forward to in what could be
an exciting postseason.

How well the Spartans do
in the coming weeks has a lot
o do with which MSU team
ahows up. Will it be the team
that has lnaked like giant -uII
ers, grinding down Ohio St

5

and Purdue to submission, win-

ning games even without a
true poine guard? Or will it be
the Spartans who threw

Big Ten Tour-

As the MSU

N LETDOWNS

ANGELI WHIGHTS
THE STATE NEWS

ing the Spartans as they
look to rebound from a dis-
appointing conference tour-
nament with a deep run in

the NCAA Tournament.

Question What went
wrong against Ohio Stare?
Answer What didn't go
wrong? The Spartans
couldn’t sheot and they
hln t defend, but the most
is that the
most important of their big
three, junior forward Ray-
mar Morgan, didn't show
up. Sophomore guard Kal-
in Lucas got his (17 points),
while senior center Goran
Suton (who didn’t get the
ball enough in the first
hall) was out of the equa-
tion late as the Spartans
tried to mount a comeback.

See KRUTH on page 28

their chances at a long March
run with another 20-plus turn-
ower game, as they did twice
against a smaller and less-
skilled Wisconsin squ:
‘The team has been an enig-
ma ever since the loss of soph-
omore point guard Britt-
ney Thomas to a season-end-
ing knee injury Feb. 6, strug-
gling 1w find someone o run
the point, finding a combo
that works, then playing hor

ribly the next game the group-
ing shows up on the floor.
In the first game with-

s
attacking the
ing down nhnuncl* W
with a super big lineup featur-
ing five starters over 6-foot-

1. Then, after wins at Indiana

place in the Big Ten, the team
didn't show up for a game at
‘Wisconsin, taking off the first
10 minwes of a game 3
ed up bosing by three points.
After another had loss to
Minnesota, in which the Spar-
tans, the biggest, most phys-
ical team in the league, got

RRY on page 2B
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