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Seeding keeps MSU close to home

Breslin Center. The Spartans were named the No. 2 sud inthe

lebi the team watches the NCAA

AMGELI WRIGHT/THE STATE NEWS

will be playing ¥

Spartans won't travel outside of ‘Big Ten country’ en route to Final Four in Detroit

"You can't sit
there and say,
‘I 'wish | would

have did this,

I'wish | would

have done

at” You
have to do it
now.”

Travis Walton,
senior guard

By Cash I(ruth

he highs, lows and inconsistenc o the MSU
men's baskethall team's regular season are in
the past. All that marters now is that the Spar-
wans (22-6) are efficially in one-and-done ter

earning Sunday evening they earned the No.
seed in the NCAA Tournament Midwest Region-
al, drawing Mo, 15 seed Robert Morris in the first
round on Friday at the Merrodome in Minneapolis.

“When you start preaching one-and-done
i, bt you have 10 50
171
think c\cr)hod\ valized :nfm watct ng the mpe
{against Ohio State) we did not play grear.

1 kind of know where we are — [ think w
have some work 1o do — bt I think we'll ha
good three, four days (of practice) ahead of us.”

Tip-off time against the Colonials is
set for approximately giso pm.

M5U’s path te a potential Final Four trip ar Ford
Field in Detroit would never take them farther than

&30 miles from East Lan-
sing. The first vwo games will
!

while the Sweet 16 and
ight would be held at Lucs
Oil Stadium in Indianapolis.
"har would be a storybook
dream,” lzzo said of his ream’
potential road o Detroit
still (all about) if you ean
out of the first weekend, which
we all know can be very diffi-
cult. Bur going ro Indy would
be great for us. All thre
es are in Big Ten count

tion sino : Spi
seeded Mo 1 for three consec-
utive seasons from 1999-2001,

The berth also Is MSUs 12th

streak in t
straight), Kansas (2o} and JJuI«-
(14) extended their streaks Sun-
day, while Kentucky failed 1o

make the NCAA Tournament
for the first time in 17 years.

west is Louisville (28-5), which
also earned the top over.
all seed in the wurnament,
The Big East regular season
and postseason tournament
champions are joined by Pits-
burgh {East), North Carali-
na (South) and Connecticut
(West) as the other No, 1 seeds.
Robert Morris went 24-10
overall and 15-3 in the North-

C i Lot
asan and NEC
sionshifs.

The Colonials have three
players averaging double fig-
ures in scoring, led by NEC Con-
ference Flayer of the Year Jer-
emy Chappell with 16,0 points
et game, Forward Rob Rob-
inson averages 11.4 for the
Colonials, while guard Jim-

See TOURNEY on page 2A

® For more men's hoops coverage, see page 1B or log onto statenews.com for video, blogs and more

SPENDING

MSU receives $14M in earmarks for research work

By Allison Bush
NEWS

MSLU research projects
ve more funding after
President Barsck Obsama signed
controversial $410 billion spend-
ing bl last week packed with bil-
lions of dollars in earmarks.

The Bdll included several mil-
lsons of dollars in funding for urni-
v projects, including $1.4
million for the construction of a
bicfuel research ce at MSUs
Upper Peninsula Tree Improve-
ment Center in Escanaba.

Earmarks are congressional
provisions that require funds
to be spent on specific projects,

often pet projects of individual
legislators.

The research at the biof
research center will foeus
ducing et ol from trees,
Jamie DePolo, director of com-
munications for the Michigan
Agriculture Experiment Station,

nst of ethanol on the market
& mow made from corn graing”
hee said. “But Michigan has a
bat of trees, and
to make ethanaol i
lose from trees —
maore difficult 1o break the cellu-
bose down"

The money for this research
will not offset Gov. Jennifer Gra-

nholm's proposed cut in funding
to MSU's Extension program and
MAES, DePelo said. Granholm
proposed combining the pro-
grams and cutting their funding
in half, to $32 million, in her rec-
ommended budget.

“This money is strictly for
research, and if we did
the experiment station all
bocanexd in
that we would be able to get this
money,” DePolo sid,

Experts also said it's unlikely
any of the MSU earmarks will off-
set Granholm's propased 3 per-

eent cut 1o higher education.

See SPENI

ING on page 2A

MSU earmarks
the G
ﬁunrd'. Includnl for rwardl conducted at MSU
from a 54.5 grant fer wood
research

$346,000 to share with the New York State Agricultural

$346,000 for tha plant di
$266,000 for sustainable agriculture research
$246,000 for research on bovine tuberculosis

$147,000 for rescarch to develop dry beans resistant to
white meld infection

$104,000 for research on amarilla reot rot

BOURCES: MEW. GANNITT MEWS EDEVICE

FUNDRAISING

Donations to
universities
may decline in
next 2 years

itable giving
jon in the U.5,
reached an all-time high in fiscal
2008, M5L officials don't expect
thar trend to continue this year.

Last year, $30.6 billion was giv-
e 1o the nation's universities and
oolleges, according to the Coun-
cil for Aid to Education, MSU
received about $210.9 million in
new gift commirments in 2oo7-
o8, But Bob Groves, MSU vice
president for University Advance.
ment, said he can .|Irc ly see
the current economy ha an
effect on charitable giving w the
university.

ng

Groves said, “People that typic

ly would be willing at this junc-
ture to consider a new gift or
commitment to a new building
oF start c 2

‘re saying ‘this isne a

good time for me to make that

commitment.”

id he could not pro-
figures thmugh

the first few months of

doesnt report numbers ||n||'| e

end of the fisc
Groves said the uncertain-

made some people wary
pledging mon ars into the
future. Secondly, many donars
donations more

See DONATIONS on page 24

NEWS BRIEF

PROFESSOR DIES
OF HEART ATTACK

An MSU Department of
Family & Child Ecology
professor died Saturday of a
heart attack, students were
natified Sunday,

Toam Luster, professor of
FCE 211, died while visiting
tamily in Chicago, teaching
assistant Emily Schmittel wrote
to students of the course in an
wmail.

Schmittel wrote that class for
Monday was cancelled and will
resume Wednesday.

I cannat say enaugh about
how Influential D, Luster was
on those who knew him. He
Was not only & great professor
and mentor wha cared deeply
about his students but also a
great person,” she wrate

For more, check statenews.
com of see the Tuesday edition
of The State News.

STAFF REPORT

FACULTY RIGHTS

A California

court case could
determine how far
free speech goes for
university faculty,
page 3A

Weather

Partly Cloudy
High 58° | Low 36*
Three-day forecast, Page 24




