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Stay tuned to www.statenews.com for special coverage on the men's and
women's basketball teams, including blogs, photo galleries and video.

THE WILD CARD

Raymar Morgan’s quality of play has been up and down this season. Now, he’s ready to prove himself.

By Alex Altman

tep right up and take your shots ar Raymar Morgan. You
won't be the first. Call him oo sensitive — it's not like

the junior forward hasn't heard that one before. Com-

pare his up-and-down play to the stock market, a jab
taken at him by a TV commentator earlier this year. Even snick-
«er that he has invented “new ways to rravel,” a quip authored
by a Sporting News reporter before the season even started. Say

whitever vou want — just don’t expect Morgan to listen to you,

“You really can’t ger caught
up in that stuff,” said Mor-
gan, a 6-foor-8 forward from
Canton, Ohio. “You've just
ot to take it as constructive
criticism and just keep mov-
ing en and playing hard.”

Unlike some players who
feed off the venom spewed
by their critics, Morgan

Junicr forward Raymar Morgan drives
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Spartans' game on Jan. & at Breslin Conter.

guard William Buford

the

doesn’t dignify his naysay-

ers with so much as a shrug.
He's never felt the need 1o
defend himself wo outsiders,
not even when their opin-
ions are patently unfair.

So when Morgan heard peo-

ple call him an underachiev-

See MORGAN an page 2B

nnespolis vish www.statenews.com/multimedia.

MEN'S BASKETBALL

1zzo, Morgan say team is practicing well, ready for tourney

By Cash Kruth
THE STATE NEWS

Minneapolis — MSU head
coach Tom lzzo couldn’
help buz laugh when told of
what Raymar Morgan said
1o the media Thursday after-
noan at the

Margan,
on the MSU men's basketball
team, said the Spartans have
played exceptionally well dur-
ing ﬂh‘ll‘ Last rwo practices.

1 line — over
<Iu- -n Bwe tices
you're supposed to say the last
two weeks,” [zzo said with
a smile. “Bur [ think every-
body's aware with the kind
of things we've been through

and we have had a wup!c

1 have to agree wuh him
MSU, the No. 2 seed in the

NCAA Tournament’s Mid-

west Region at 26-6 over-

all, plays 15-seeded Rob-

ert Morris (24-10) at approx-

imately o:50 pm. Fric
Even though the Spar-

tans have notoriously strug-

gled throughout the sea-

son with their inconsisien-

ey, the players’ confidence in

their ahility and hope for a

deep run remains an impor-

tant part of their motivation

and focus for this weekend.
That aid, these rwo qualities

are part of every weam's payche

at this point, and senior guard
‘Travis Walon said March is
a new beginning for not just
the Spartans, but everyone,
“It's a ew season whenev-
«r you come into the tourna-
ment, no matter who you're
1 their seads
in the rournament you're
ol for it because you come
in here o-0.” Walton said.
“Especially the smaller teams.
They won their conference so
they have their heads up.”

AAU reunion

‘When Morgan takes the
court tonight, he'll see a famil-
iar face on the other bench
Jimmy Langhurst, a s-foot-
11 guard for Robert Mor.
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ris, was a ammate of Mor-
gan's on an Amarver Athlet-
ic Union, or AAU, b , the
King James Shooting Stars,
Morgan said the two have
communicated via text mes-
sage for the past couple of
days, “talking a livle trash,
but it's all in good fun."
MSU's third-leading scor.
er had the utmost respect for
Langhurst, calling him a lead-
«er, great shooter, great ball
handler and smart player.
Despite that praise, when
asked who wirs the better play-
er for the Shooting Stars, Mor-
gan responded quickly.
“1 gotta go with me,” Morgan
said with a laugh i
down on myself, it
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Junior forward Raymar Morgan, front, and sophomore guard

between he and Robert Marris guard Jimmy Langhurst.



