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ALL DAY EVERY DAY, OUR GAME

Freshman forward Lykandra Johnson laughs after practice while sitting on new seats for the NCAA wemen's basketball

tournament to be held at Breslin Center Sunday and Tuesday.

For updates
of NCAA
Tournament
action this
weekend,
check
statenews.
com.

®

Big change in little time
But this year, there
some difficult expectations to
live up 1o In its first year as a
host site two years ago, Bres-
lin Center drew more than
21,0000 [ans, U most of any
site across the country.
This year, there are anly four
teams — compared to eight in
2007 — which equares to half
as many games. And although

By Joey Nowak
THE STATE XEWS

he madness is coming ro East L
ter will shed its green and white

nsing. Breslin Cen-
in faver of NCAA blue

this weekend as MSU plays host to four teams, hun-
dreds of media members and thousands of scream-
ing fans for the first round of the women's NCAA Tourna-

ment. Mo stranger 1o postseason play, Breslin Center w:

home

1o MSLIS deep WNIT run last season and the Spartans’ first.

round NCAA Tourname

win in 2007, making it the third con-

secutive year East Lansing will play host w a title dream.

some of the schools have
ordered more than the mini-
mum 100 tickets per game and
there is a No. 1 seed competing.
it doesn't have the same region-
al draw as 2007 when Bowl-
ing Green in anends
“Beciuse you've got te
coming from a disance
that may not travel as well,
you're going 1o see the num-
ber of fans coming through

beiing lss because you've alsa
aid

in this
drive here to our beay -
pus and take in the Breslin Cen-
ter, I's going to be a lor more
difficult than ir was in z007."

basketball

games
at Breslin Center
HNo. 9 M5U (20-10) vs. No.
8 Middle Tennesses State
(28-5), noon

HNo. 1 Duke (26-5) vs. No.
16 Austin Poay (17-15),
230 p.m.

The winners will play at 7
p.m. Tuesday.

Two years ago, staring at
the thick binder of guid
lines provided by the !

Management Rick Akin-
s s his staff
would pare over it, worry-
about small aspects of

ndl. The second

See BRESLIN on page 24

CRIME

Students robbed, briefly held captive in

By Jacob Carpenter
and Ka:ﬂn Habermehl
THE STATE NEWS

Eleven MSLU students were
briefly kidnapped and robbed at
gunpaint on a Guatemalan high-
way during a spring break trip
last week, four of the students

The students, a tour guide and
two bus comgany emphovess were
near the end of a three-hour
drive when several armed men
approached their tour bus and
boarded it with guns, said Alex
Cummings, Mikaelyn hikia

students on the bus at the time,
The students were not harmed.

The tour bus driver was told
o drive several miles ineo.a rural
feld, where the group members

were fareed off the bus and ried
up before the men took money,
electronics and other items from
them, the four students said

Mobody was hurt during the
robbery, they said.

Cummings is an advertis-
ing senior and The State News'

Trail of robbery

Eleven students faced terror
when a siteseeing trip went
awry.

PACIFIC OCEAN
I

advertising manager, Law is a
nursing senior, Smith is a jour-
u::Ianunm and Treng is a lin-

5—

T hr students were in Guate-

/r"'|

LIz .(rn'SJrs | sH

mala as Nr[ nf\\spnmz break

Guatemala

1. Nueva Allanza — Eleven
students, a tour guide and twa
drivers left a rural town Friday
morming,

2. Patulul — Students were
briefly kidnapped and robbed
by several armad man.

3. Lake Atitlan = A popular
tourist destination where the
group was driving to when
and robbed.

o travel group

See ROBBERY on page 24

4. Antigua — Home base of
Encountour where students
were taken.

OBITUARY

MSU student was
positive, ‘eccentric’

By Kyle Feldscher
THE STATE

Josh Parks may have provid
ed the best summary of his life
when he paing-
ed an excla-
mation point
on his chest
for a MSU
foathall game
last fall.,

Friends
sald Parks, a
p-year-old
sophomore from
Marshall, was an eccentric per-
son with as much enthusiasm as
one could muster.

“He always gave 110 percent,”
rriumj Linda Venema said. “He
baut what

h' did {in hi A

Parks died Wednesday afrer-
noon in a single-car accident on
Bennerr Road near the College
Road inersection, MSU police
Sgt. Flarene MeGlothian-T:

said, Parks was the only
in the vehicle when it veered
off the road and collided with

atree.

Parks' friend Adam Clemenss,
an education junior, said Parks
was the pe

this smart, funmy,

athletic guy,” Clements said.
“He was a good kid."

Clements was among the
group of friends who joined
Parks in painting their chests
for the game last fall. He said
the experience was one of his
favorite college memaories.

“It's just like all the mhur
I>u| it's still the b
“It just summarizes
1~<~ was like nothing else.”

Venema, a social work sopho-
more, met Parks when the pair
began working together at the
East Complex cafeterias. She said
he was the type of person who
wasn't afraid to take risks.

“This past summer, a group
of us went skydiving and Josh
and | jumped out together,” Ven-
ema said.

“He was more eccentric, He
had no limits. If i could be done,
he was the one to do it

Venema said when the weath-
er was right, Parks eould near-
Iy always be found in an open
field playing his beloved game
of Ultimate Frisbee.

“He played Ultimate a lot,”
Venema said. “That was actu-
ally what our last conversation

b
Clements said Parks didn' just
play Ultimate Frishee often — he
played it better than most, and
as a covered asset when the
time came to choose teams,
“You'd v win with him
on your team,” he said,
Parks also played soccer and
was a member of the MSU club
bowling ream.

Venerma sald Parks was the
ype of person who con.
stant smile on his face. He was
the person she sought to bright-
«en her day if she wasn't feeling
wel

w

ra\-hr said police
were 5t ating the acci
dent Thund.ly afternoon,
the final police report would not
be available for some time. She
said she could ot comment on
what had caused the accident.

Phone calls made by The State
News to Parks parents’ home
in Marshall were not answered
Thursday afternoon.

ACCIDENT

Student dies after fall from balcony

By Kyle Feldscher
THE STATE NEWS

Ta friends, Shane Collins was
a bright student whose promis-
ing furure was cur shorr by his
sudden death last week.

“He was the smartest kid |
knew and still had time to be
fricnds with everyone,” said
no-preference sophomore Nick
Weaver, a close friend of Col-
lins, “You dont find that very
often

Collins, an accounting stu-
dent, died March 13 after fall-
ing eight stories from a hotel
baleony while on v
friends in Miami
wars 20 years old,

A spokesman for the Miami-
Dade County medical examin-
er could not be reached Thurs-
for additional information
ou( Alins' death.

r met Colling while
Ih(\- were living in the dorms
last year. He said Collins, a
Clmkﬂon native, loved being

¢ith his s and was flerce-

ad everyone' {5

aver said.
Lindsay Kolesar, a psychol-
ogy sophomore who alse met
Collins in the dorms, said she'll
never forget his unusnal pas.
sion for Rubik's Cubes.

“He had, like, three of them
in his room and he and 1 would
do them all the time,” Kolesar
said.

“He always had one in his
. He even took them apart
and siled them so theyd go

faster.”

Collins a large group
of friends and always did hi
bes: to make others ft.c ike a
part of the group, psychology
sophomore Hannah Cobbs sajd.
Cobbs said she'll never forger
her friend’s smile and sense of
humor.

“He was really outgoing, with
A grear smile, and was always

energetic,” she said. “He could
cheer up anybody and bright-
en up their d

Caitlin O'Neill, a social work
junior, said Collins was a big,
=goofy” personality who never
wasted a moment in his short-
ened life.

“He made the most out of
life,” she said. “It may be a cli-
ché for some people
Shane, it really wasn'

Friends said Co:lms had the
ability 1o £
it hanging out |n1hl'
memorable, Whether playing
basketball outside or concen-
trating on video games, Col-
lins was always doing some-
thing fun.

Hie also kept friends amused
with his ability to talk his way
out of sticky situarions.

“The only way I can sum
it up is, Shane could get into
trauhle

nd get our of it faster
vane else could,” Weav.
He would never have
problems.,

Collins’ father, Tim Collins,
declined 1o comment on his
son's death when reached by
The State News on Thursday
afternoon.




