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Clutch 3-pointer by MSU’s
Johnson advances Spartans
to second-round matchup
against former head coach
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COUNSELING

Community copes with grief
after MSU-related deaths

By Brirtany Shammas
ATE NEWS
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Dnm\uwn. a 22-yoar-

e who
dud wcdnchw coming
together to share memories has
been one of the most effective
ways to deal with grief, friend
Linda Venema said.

“I think it helps that you're
not alone,” said Venema, a
social work sophomore.

With three MSU.related
deaths last week and at least
seven deaths this semester, stu-
dents might be left wondering
how to cope with the sadness
that accompanies the loss of a
colleague or professor.
People often struggle to
— to admit they're
still hurting, o bring it up to
friends — because of a fear
of making orhers uncomfort-
able, said Scott Becker, associ
ate director at the MSU Coun-

" “The modern idea is that you
have a funeral one day and then

o hack to work the nexe day,
ery for a couple days and llu-n

normal for grief to take months
or even lenger”

And students should not feel
they need 1o move on or put
the past behind them, he said,
as the goal should be not to let
go of the person, but to keep
them close.

“If you cared about the per-
son, why would you let go and
move en?" Becker said.

For Venema, Parks remains a
part of her life in the pictures
she has hung in her room, a cell
phone banner thar reads, “1 love
you Josh Parks,” and in mem-
ories, such as the time they
camped for the Notre Dame
football game,

“The cliché is the stages of
grieving: denial
entually
Stollk, MSU psyehol-
ogy professor emeritus,

“The process is really one in
which we remember this per-
son. Hopefully we have a mem-
ory with thar person — a laugh
shared, or just the way they

¥ studies
In social science and
international studies senior,
is found dead by police in his
Spartan Village apartment.
Feb.&

Kevin Boskey, a 21-year-old
tinance senior, is found dead
at his home on Woodmere
Avenue.

Feb.15

Tao LI, a 44-year-old visiting
scholar from China, is struck
by & vehicle and killed while
crossing Mount Hope Road,
walking north along Harrisan
Avenue,

Feb. 24

Jeremy Watson, a 21-year-
old interdisciplinary studies
in social science and health
services junior, dies after
lesing control and driving off
the Cedar Street bridge in
Lansing.

March 13

Shane Collins, a 20-year-

old accounting student, dies
after falling efght stories.
from a hotel balcony while on
wacation with friends in Miami
Beach, Fla.

March 14

Tom Luster, a 5S5-year-old
HSU family and child ecoloay
professor, dies of a heart
attack while in Chicago.

March 18

Josh Parks, a 20-year-old
kinesislogy sophomore, dies
after his vehicle veered off
the road and collided with a
tree on Bennett Road near the
College Road intersection,
BOURCE BTATE NEWS ARCHIVES

laughed. We have a duty and
a responsibility o remember
and share

This grieving process is an
important part of life, not some-

See DEATHS on page 24
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Walton scores career-
high 18 to lead Spartans

— By no one’s surprise,
ton once again played a key role in a MSU
men’s hasketball ream victory. Only this time
it waxsn't by his stingy, lockdown defense.

‘Walton brought his offensive reper
toire, complete with his jump shot, 1o
the Metrodome on Sunday, as the senior
guard scored a carcer-high 18 poims.
746 win over USC. MSU advaneed

tos the Sweet 16 for the eighth time in 12 years.

“We always talk about a scouting report for anoth-
hard because you have to prepare for
(sophomore guard) Chris Allen, (sophomore guard) Kal-
in Lucas, (junior forward) Raymar Morgan, (soplwomone
guard) Durrell Summers; go on and on,” Walton said.

“1 prascticed my shot, and Kalin put the ball in my hands

Travis Wal-

See GAME on page 24
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Freshmen Green, Roe
step up in pivotal stretch

By Alex Mrman
THE STA

ith nine minutes left and the season hang-
ing in the halance, the MSU men's basket-
hall could have run its offense through

a number of players. There

was sopho-

more guard Kalin Lucas, the Big Ten Player of the Year who
has been MSU's Mr, Clutch throughout the season,

There was junior forward Raymar Morgan, who despie his

struggles on Sunday, is M5

maost vers

tile offensive weapon.

There even was senior guard Travis Walton, who some-

time in the

5t 28 hours had channeled the shoot-

ing stroke of Morris Peterson circa 2000
Instead, MSU ran its offense through freshmen for-

wards Delvon Roe and Draymond Green. A:
ease for much of the season, the duo didn't di

s been the
paint.

Roe and Green combined 1 score eight straight points for the

Sec FRESHMEN on page 24

CHAMPIONSHIP

Gomez wrestles to MSU’s 1st NCAA title in 14 years

M5U junior
Franklin Gomexz
celebrates

his victory
over Ohlo
State's Reece
Humphrey ina
champlonship
bout in the

TOM GANNAM/AP

By Joseph Terry
THE STATE NEWS

After falling short as a faver.
ite in the NCAA Championships

Jjust a year ago, junior wrestler

Franklin Gomez vowed to learn
from his mistakes this season.

Gomez did just thar, taking
charge in |h: finals and win-
ning the n champion-
ship in the 135-pound weight
class with a 5-4 win over Ohio
Seate’s Reece Humphrey on Sar-
urday ar Seotrrade Center in St
Louis.

“V'm 50 blessed, That's pretty
much the best way to describe
it,” Gomez said, still speechless
from winning the match jusz an
hour earlier.

“Ir's like a learning experi-
ence. It was hard 1o win lase
year, and as I'm sure you know,
wou learn from your mistakes
and you better yourself. Now
this year, winning, it feels good
man. | believe that God has a
purpose for everyone, and on his
time, if it's on God's time, [ was

going to be the champion.”

The two-time All-Ameri-
can Gomez entered the sea-
son ranked Ne
befare fighting his wi
@ Mo 1 seed in the NCAA Cham-
pionships, a spot he earned last
season.

‘Gomez faced off against Hum-
phrey, the No. 2 seed, who he
defeated earlier this month in
a tichreaker during the Big Ten
Tournament on the way to win-
ning a top ranking.

The match started off in a
deadlock, as Gomez wried to
push the tempo halfway through
the first set. Gomez got the leg
of Humphrey but was unable
o seore a takedown before the
two were separated. The firse
set ended scoreless.

Gomez seored the first points
of the match on an escape in the
secand set, followed by an explo-
sive takedown in which he lift-
ed Humphrey into the air before
dropping him to the ma

Humphrey got on the score.
board with an escape late in the

second and another early in
the third, closing the march
10 3-2.

Gomez sealed the win with
ikedown with 45 secands
remaining in the match, tak-
ing Humphrey's back and
slamming the Buckeye to
the ground.

Humphrey scored a rever.
sal in the closing seconds to
bring the match to 5-4 but
was unable to overcome the
deficit.

“Humphrey has got a cou-
ple of really good artacks,
s we had to stay low, and
(Humphrey) is left hand-
ed so we had to check our
left side,” MSU head coach
‘Tom Minkel said. “Franklin
wanted 1o make sure that
he n'e just defensi
needed to attack
on the offense ourseh
Franklin did a grear job of
really managing the manch
and staying with his game

See GOMEZ on page 24

SPRING BREAK
For an interactive
graphic showing
how students spent
their spring break,
visit statenews.com/
multimedia

RUNWAY DAY
MSU's Project
Runway featured
some of the best
work of future
fashion designers

Weather

High 48° | Low 31*
Three-day forecast, Page 24




