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CRAFT CHAINS
USEFUL FOR
NEWBIES

Interested in starting
your own yarn crafts?
Maybe honing your skills
as the secrot painting
master you've always
thought you might be?
Something to keep in
mind for when going to
look for craft stores if
you're not necessarily
an expart in the field:
leok for chain stores
that offer & variety of
things 30 you can look
around and really find
something that interests
you Instead of settling.
Here are some stores
around town that could
help in your hunt for the
perfect tools, tricks and
inspirations,

Hobby Lobby

Hobby Lobby offers
alittle (or a lot) of
evarything. From yarn
and knitting supplies

to painting to fabric

to framing services,
anything you need you
can prabably find there.
Additionally, they are
affordable and usually
within the budget of the
college student who is
looking for some leisure,

Hours: Monday through

Saturday from 9 am. to

Bpm.

2775 E. Grand River Ave.
(517) 337-9253

Michael's

This is a craft store for
someone who may be

a little more dedicated
to a specific craft, as
opposed to those going
to Hobby Lobly hoping
to dabbile in a little bit
of this and a litthe bit

of that, A little more
expensive on the fabric
and yarn front, Michaels
still offers high quality
ingredients for your
parfoct craft night.
Hours: Monday through
Saturday from 9 a.m. to
9 purm. and Sunday fram
10 am. ta 7 pum.

Frandar Shopging
Center, In Lansing

(517) 3321778

Jo-Ann Fabric
and Craft Larger
Superstore

The specialty here,
obwiously, Is focused on
the fabrics offered, as
opposed to the other
categaries of crafts
(though they also boast
an impressive jewelry
supplies section). As a
chain store, just like the
others above, they are
also able to offer sales
more frequently, making
the appeal to college
students even more
apgarent,

Hours: Monday through
Saturday from 9 a.m. to
9 p.m. and Sunday 10
am. to 7 pm.

Frandar Shopping
Center, In Lansing

533 Mall Court
(517) 664-1061

— compiled by Cole Bert-
sos, The Stare News
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ELLOL MY MAME IS
Jessie Neilson

Music education senior Jessie Neilson always
knaw she loved music.

“It's just what | de.” she sald. “It just feels
good to sing.”
Neilson stars as La Ciesca in Giacomo
Puccini's “Gianni Schicchi” The MSU
College of Music
“Glanni Schicchl
“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow™
starting Friday. A regular cast
membaer of MSU Opera Theatre,
Neilson has been appearing on
stage since her frashman year.
Her character, La Ciesca, is involved in a
schame to rewrite the will of her dead relative,

putting on
long with

=She is a little bit crazy,” she said. "We just found

ot that he left all of his money ta the church
and we're trying to pretend that he's not dead
50 we can rewrite the will and get the money.”

— Compiled by Kare Jacobson, photo by Sean
Cook, The State News
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By Julie Baker
THE STATE NEWS

ancy McRay tried w ignore
ad that whispered “We

voice in her |

orn frorr DassIo

— the nagging linle
el” She took

the practical approach; advertising degree from MSU

in 1977, job in the advertising department of the Lan-
sing State Journal, marriage, children and a position as a local
arts coordinator. But the veice wouldn't go away. “While | was ar
MSU as an undergraduate, | would just kind of lurk around what
was then the (Department of Human Environment and Design),

loer arts
where they have lsoms and
they had a weaving class and
1'would try vo get into it and [
couldn’s,” said McRay, owner
of Woven Art, 3258 Grove St
“1 would just stand at
the doorway and gi
1 knew. | alwiys knew,
Her love affair with all
things woven stared at age
1o with knitting and croches-
ing, something her moth.
er and sisters did. In hi
schood, she started to sella

ich knitting

few things that she had made
bur didn't have her hopes set
on making woven art her life.

cusly. (1t was) I kt “OK,
nice, that reer. Go
o school and xrl a career
and then you do that as
Jjust a hobby,™ said McRay,
whe also got her master's
degree in fine arts from the
University of Michigan in
1994, I really wish I'd lis-
tened to my inner instincts,”

custom pieces
for customers.

JASON CHIGUS
THE STATE NEWS

) communit Y

After receiving her degree
from U-M, she started teach-
ing weaving in East Lan-
sing — something that
led 1o a position as a local
arts epordinator. But she
still didn’t have the time to
focus on her own art. That's
when she finally gave in.

In 2002, she started ry-
ing vo make a career our of
her fiber art. She sold skeins

See WOVEN on page 28

ENTREPRENEURS

Student business brings unique Spartan gear to E.L.

By Daniel Luscombe
THE STATE NEWS

In a world where multibil-
lion-dollar corporations are
sruggling to survive, a group
of MSU entrepreneurs have
launched a profitable business
from the humble beginnings
of a Brody Hall dorm room.

The company, My Spar-
shirt, was ereated in
e 2008 when students Kev.
in McGraw, Rudy Supanich,
Kevin Campbell and Nic Man-
gar noticed the lack of origi-
nal MSU apparel available.

“We all kind of ol theat
all the Spartan shirts we s
that were out there, from the
book st were monochro-
matic white or green,” said
Mangar, an adverising junior.
eryone is just dishing our

money for the same shirts and
s just kind of redundant.

Spartan spirit aside,
the business also was a
way to earn extra cash.

“We thought it would be bet-
ter than getting a job in the caf
eteria, better than working on
Grand River somewhere,” said

MeGraw, a marketing freshman.

The group focused on creat-
ing original designs and, as part
of their business philosophy,
limited the number of shirts
they created 1o make sure their
customers had unique shirs.

“The whaole poine of doing
this was to have fresh and
interesting shires that peno.
ple don't have, so we kind of
like limiz cur numbers,” Camp-
bell said. “Everyome wams o
have something that every-
one else doesn’t have.”

Ordering their first set of
300 T-shirts was a time of anx-
ety for the students. Mon-
ey was at risk, and they were
unsure of what people would
think of their product.

“Wie were kind of wor-
ried about it because we had
w throw down, each of us, a
significant amount of mon-
ey, and we weren't sure how
ay we would be able 1o
sell,” Campbell said. “We had
o malke a shirt that we knew
would sell because if we're
going to throw the money in
there it has 1o work our.

The first shirt, inspired by
the soag “Phane Home' by rap
per Lil Wayne, read in cap-
il letters, “We are not the
same. | am a Spartan.”

Supanich, a civil enginear-
ing freshman, said the chir

sold well because of the home-
grown nature of their busi-
mess, he said. Before launch-
ing their Web site, myspar-
rantshirvoom, shirs were ped-
dled from their dorm rooms.

“[Customers) came to our
Toom and were pretey sur-
prised that we were just stu-
dents,” Supanich said. “It actu-
ally helped us kind of because a
lot of students like helping our
the other kids that are doing it

Anather boost to the stu-
dents” business was when rap-
per A.Qu:r Feoth, who opened
sens a1 the MSL

m o Feb. 12, wore
ane of their Tshirrs.

“We got one of our friends
who was in the second row to
throw a shirt up on stage and he
(Btoth) put it on after te show,”
Mangat said. “That was huge for

s, That was a bot of exposure.”
The group agrees that
while the business does prof-
it, the satisfacrion they get
is an even greater value.
“1think cne of the best
feelings was just like walk.
ing around or being at a pa
ty and secing someone wear-
ing vour shir.” Campbell said.
Mangat sabd, in the face
of struggling world econo-.
my, he has found inspira
tion in the suocess of the
upstart small business.
“Especially with how bunk
the economy is right now, ir's
harder and harder for people
ill

‘Thu s what we'ne k-nd of keep-

ing in mind. As much money as
we make, this is mmhing we
love doing. Ir's like a passion ™
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