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The animatronic head of Scar is posed In the forward,
“veral” position. The mask is made of carbon fiber
and turkey feathers and weighs only 9 ounces.

Policy gives transgender students
options in deciding their living arrangements

By Brimny Shammas
THE WS

e hadn’t even left home for his freshman year at
MSU, but animal science senior Uri Donnett and
his family had spent months talking 1o housing
officials over the phone, hoping to resolve a con-
flice. Donnett, a transgender student assigned to a female

floor and female roommate in Brody Hall,

aid the a

ange-

ment would have been uncomfortable. And even when he
succeeded in arraining a single room in another hall, Don-
mett said he felt out of place in his own room and uncomfort

able in the bathroom he shared with two female suitemates,

“Your living situation auro-
matically ows you, puts you
In a sitwation that ks not com-
fortable, when the whole
purpose of a living situa-
tion is to be comfortable,”
Donnett said. “You have to
walk onto these very gen-
dered floors and thar experi-
ence can be very difficult”
Almost three years later, stu.
dents in Donnett’s si
might aveid similar conflicts
under M5L's rransgender stu-
dent housing policy, which went
into effect within the lase
The policy offers transgen
der students a say in their hous-
ing assignment by working with
MSU'S LBGT Rescurce Cen-
ter and Department of Resi-
dence Life. It enables trans
gender students to create a liv
ing arrangement based on
their gender identification.
A student who is biokog-
ically femabe but idemifies
as male, such as Doanett,
could have the appartunity to
room with a male student.
“Assignments are real-
Iy abour whar works best for
them — sometimes the stu-
dent has identified anoth-
er student theyd love o live
with, and we work to make
that happen,” said Brent Bilo-
deau, director of the LBGT
Resource Center. S i

arrangement that reinforces
their gender identification
by working with the LEGT

‘While there is no guarantee
all of a student's preferences
will be met, every attempt
will be made to create the
best possible situation.
Several MSU students have
used the policy to arrange
Mmsm

soumcE: ROUBEE EANTER AND
CERARTNT OF REMBENSE VT

Although there is no guar-
antee all students’ preferenc-
e can be met, every effore will
e to find the best hous-
tion possible, be said,
15U policy is gusded by
the wamis and needs of each
individual student on a case-
by-case hasis, Bilodeau said.

Although some universi-
ties across the country have
begun to take steps oward
gender-neutral housing —
which crcatcs oppnnumms

be

ing

they want 1o live in an apart-
ment. We want 1o create oppor-
tunities for students to feel
they can be successful there”

for
many whm!s in the Midwest
have not enacted such pol-

See GENDER on page 24

SEAN COOK/TME STATE NEWS

Animal schence senlor Url Donnett sits beneath a pride flag and In front of postcards and
pictures taped to the wall in his dorm reom. Donnett was the first student to live openly under
a recent housing policy that allows transgender students to live in an assignment that makes
them comfortable. Donnett said of the policy: “It helps when you can live as yourself.”

LENDING

Top lender modifies student loan deals

By Allison Bush
THE STATE NEWS

Racking up student loans and
paying them off for decades will
no bonger be a reality for students
taking loans from the nation's
largest private student |

Starting in 200g-10, Sallic Mae
will scabe back the amount of time
students have to pay hack loans i
five to 15 years, from 15-30 years.
The kender also will require stu-
dents to make interest payments

while still in school,

Loan changes

Sallie Mae, the largest
private student lender,
will require students to
pay studant loans back
within five to 15 years of
araduation beginning with
the 2009-10 school year.
Sallie Mae also will require
students to pay interest on
thalr loans while In school,
3178 M5U students recelved
private loans during the

Sallic Mae rep
said although stucents will have
less time o repay loans, pay-
ing off some imerest while still
in school will prevent month.
ly bills from rising dramatically
after graduation,

Telecommunication, infmma
ton studies and media
Eyle Gee, who Iuga private Iu.m

1o secure loans elsewhere if oth-

1oUmcas ey emcE oF A RGIAL
AID, THE ASSCEIATEE P

an MSU asseciate director of
financial aid. About 26,000
students receive financial aid,
bt mast of them apply for fed-

id.

loans are less
desirable because the federal
loans don't require you to have
credit hackground if you're a
borrower,” Mevers said. “The
interest rate on federal loans
s fixed rate and is set by the
government.”

David Schweikhardt, a pro-
fessor from the Department
of Agricultural, Food and
Resouree Fronomics, said Sal-

eral loans, she

GRADUATE ISSUES

By Kayla Habermehl
THE STAT 5

Confusion and a whidwind of
he-said, she-said has persisted fol-
lowing the controversial election
last week of the Council of Gradu-
ate Studemts’ next president.

Paul Curran, l]mgmlpsﬁornm
vice president for interna
announced during the March m
questioning of incumbent presi-
dential candidate Manish Mad-
an and challenger Rachel Nae-

private lending
Imvml Sallie Mae,
“That's the reason you're tak-

pay them back when you're grad-
uated with a job and have more
money.”

During the 2007-08 schoal

Tiee Wi mary havee changed its
policy to attract more privite
investors who supply lenders
with funding in the form of
bonds.

“Anything you can do to

See LOANS on page 24

zele thar he completed an
internal investigation into Mad.
an's presd

Madan \wm on o lose the elec-
tion to Nacgele. Nacgele received
15 votes, Madan received 11 and

five people abstained, said Svefan
Fletcher, the newly elected vice
president for intern;

Curran's report cite

numer-

Members still concerned about
graduate student group election

ous issues, including conflicts
berween Madan and another
representative. It also stated
that Madan didn't fellow cer-
tain procedures for schedul-

INVESTIGATION

Task force to
evaluate Chicano
group director

By Jacob Carpenter
THE STATE NEWS

Animosity between the MSU
Chicano/Latino Studies pro-
gram director and studems over
the director's performande will be
the subject of an investigation by
a College of Social Science task
force in the coming weeks after
students called for her job.

About 30 peaple — most of
them affiliased with the Chicana/
Latine Studies program — vented
frustration with Sheila Contreras,
the program'’s direcror, in a meet-
ing with social scence dean Mar-
jetea Baba on Wednesday.

The students siid Contreras has
attempted to dismantle the Chi-
canoy/Latine Fellows Program, a
mentorship project, and has disre-
spected students who complained
about her job performance.

The students also said Contre.
s has received a vote of no con:
fidence from staff and students,
restricted access to office space
typically open wo Chicano, Lating
Srudies students, been unrespon-
to communication made by
nes andd created a list of trou.

blemakers who have been criti-
cal of her.

“We're trying to work with it
and put in our inpur as muech as
we coaild, but the fact is that this

l

gram and her artitude was get-
ting worse and we were systemm-
atieally gerting shut out of the
office,” said Gabriela Aledizar, an
international relations and social
relations and palicy juniar whe is
part of the Chicano/Latino Stud-
fes program.

“Wie were trying to work asound
stuff before and comproemise, but
she ' listening to anything
that anyone was saying.”

Contreras denied claims that
there are plans e cut the Chica-
moyLating Fellows Program and
said she has been responding
o student complaints. She add-
ed she didn't know the details of
the problems students had iden-
tified regarding acoess w office
space reserved for the program
in South Kedzie Hall and dended
allegations of creating a “trowble.
maker list.”

‘Contreras referred questions
related to a vote of no confidence
and her process of responding to
students” complaints to the Col-
lege of Social Science’s dean's
office.

“We have a pretry good progess
going to leok at the student con-
cerns and to respond o them in
the mast generous and peofiession-

al way,” Contreras said.

See REVIEW on page 2A

PUT THE PHONE DOWN

ing mieetings and appointing A bill recently
mco?ncmﬁlllhcownpml- " d in the
executive board within allot- state Senate seeks
IUdN::::nu\ﬂmmﬂ menbers | to ban texting while
hadnit been pm;;‘ul::ﬂ‘;ovrir: g9, page 3A

‘Curran said he had just fin-
ished the repor earlier the day
of the election.

Aceording to COGS con-
stitution, elections must be
held at the second o last reg-
ularly scheduled meeting of
the year. Members were con-
cerned about the delivery of

See COGS an page 2A
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