VICTORY
Kalin Lucas
(pictured) and the
Spartans are headed
to the Final Four. For
complete coverage,
visit statenews.com.
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Women’s

basketball

JOEY NOWAK

SEASON’S FINISH ISN'T SWEET

Team has lots
to look forward
to next season

sounded to
end the MSU
women's
basketball
team’s se
son Saturday night, the pl
ers hung their head.
Having craned their necks
from the bench and the floar
1o see if redshirt junior for-

ward Aisha Jefferson or red-
shirt freshman forward Lyk-
endra Jehnson's last-dich
efforts 1o win the game would
fall, they buried their heads
in their hands and uniforms,

For them. it was a tough
pill vo swallow and not

something theyll like-
I

But s00n they should

loak up. Ihz. sun is shin-

paign and say there'’s no res
son not to ke it a sep
further. But that is the
ease for the Spartans.
MICHOLE WOFRNER, THE STATE NEWS They were within a point
Sweet 16 game. The Spartans lost 69-68. s-than-two-minute
stretch — from deservedly
advancing to the Elite B h
Afterward, playe
s were still hung u
urd loss and couldn’t mus-
ter the thought te 5o quick-
Iy forget about this year's end
and look ahead 1o next year,
“I'm really disappoint-
t'l] i the I.II.IlI:lHIIL'. MsU
der-
chant said. “It’s hard for me
e do that right now. €
wainly you hope it drives
kids to be a lirtle bir tough-
er, work a litle bit harder.”
team that grew
exponentially as the
went on. Picked to finish
third in the preseason Big

in the NCAA

Junior forward Alsha Jefferson falls to the floor after MSU b

Spartans surrender 7 point lead in final 69 seconds as Cyclones storm way to Elite Eight

coach Bill Fennelly said. “Michiga:

be i amai

By Joseph Terry
THE STATE NEWS

“It felt like we
were doing a
pretty good job of

the Sweet 16 is &uppoxu] [ b( \\hout
Last-second attempts at the basket by Jefferson and
redshire Mreshman foswand Lykend
e of contact but went 1
lones stormed the court in victor
The Spartans started the game off fast, quickly
Jumping to a 7-o lead before the Cyclones had a chance
w respond. M5U would spread the lead wo nine before
lowa State began to make a comeback in the first half.
pe we were stunned,” Fennelly
saidl, *(MSL) came out and just popped us
in the mouth and we just recoiled.”

lowa State took bad e lead by hitting its shots from
omcﬂnm!. that ultimately won the Cyclones the
3 3 ame are the most MSU

erkeley, Calif. — One minute away from the Elive
Eight, the MSU women's baskethall team saw its
drenms snatehed from its grip, as lowa State walked

ere some
tough calls and we
had to sit some
kids.”

Suzy Merchant,

MSU head coach

out of Haas Pavilion victorious &
in a Berkley Regional semifinal game. The Spartans held a sev-
en point lead with 1227 to play after junior forward Aisha Jeffer-

-68 on Saturday

ane and hit a shot to give the Spartans

son spun through th 1
68-61 3 age. But &
one thar banked off the glass, sent MSU packing as the Cyclones

-0 run over the final 69 seconds of the game.

pointers, including

flurry of lowa State

went on an &

t x5 one of

lnu\ State head

“I've been coaching
the best

a long time
£ been a part of,”

See W-HOOPS on page 48

They overcame point xuwrd
problems — losing sopho-
more Brittney Thomas to an
injury and being rid-
dled with lead dership and
turnover issues — to earn
two upset wins in the NCAA
Tournament before fall-
u|g just shore of a third.
use everything we've
n |h|uu h as a learning

Je

MEN'S

Suton named Midwest Region MOP

By Alex Altman
ATE

BASKETBALL

The MSU men's basketball Before the game, senior
n't -shum It doesn't guard Travis \»\' leon
. The Spar-  said he overheard some

ans h.uc uouhlc winning on of the Louisville players
the road. (Even though th alking abour the victo-
g-1 on the road and now ry parade and what
at neutral sives. 'm seill er were going 1o wear o it. e
ing o flhun‘ that one out), After the game, Wi
They iy fast because i
they play in the slow Big Ten.

Heck, even their own

Men'’s
basketball

CASH KRUTH

play. | don't worry abour
how many poins I'm gon.
na seore when I'm in the
Iacker room, | just play,
If Suton did h:(p track of

mproved a lot from the
beginning to the end, and
ad ups and downs and

Indianapolis — About a
decade ago, Goran Suton hadn't
even heard of the Fi

MSU overcomes
long odds to

MNext weekend, the s he probably wou coach labeled them “frag- i still believed in ourselves
center will count early. S reach Detroit ile” throughout the The Louisville pl when nobody else did. Not
BAPETiEn ed for more than half of his ‘Combine all that with the were wearing tears a lot of people thought we

would have come this far.”
And there's much

they weren't tears of joy.

“You can't do that to
good ream,”
an the court a

him, so will his teammates. team’s podnts in the first
Suton finished with 1o points  half, scoring 17 points on

and 10 rebounds Sund; - 7-0f-10 shooting, including

ing rthe MSU men's baskethall 3-af-3 from 3-poin: range.

J’mru.rlur'-
alis

\\'.m\ what

team past No. raeed Lonisville was open, [ didn was suppoeed shire senior guard Mia John.
f4-52 in the Midwest He' realize how apen [ w to happen. son — not to be overloaked
al Suton said. “Once | unr At least, a good hasketball b 3 though, as Johnson was the
ion’s Most Ours JIH? Player.  loose, | noticed | had that's what T od eoach team’s floor and emation-
“You have to belies -~ open shots and just start- they said, and we have a good coach al leader and most consis-

self)” Suton said. “The whale
time [ told myself, [ just got 1o

See SUTON an page 48

even stey pped on thc COUTE.
Ar least they were
supposed 1o be.

See KRUTH on page 48

See NOWA on page 48
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