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SADDLE UP, GET
READY TO RIDE

A saddle seat or pad
supparts the rider on an
animal, namely a horse.
The saddles mentioned
in the Bible are
generally considered to
have been saddlecloths.
The ancient Greeks
sometimes used
saddlecloths, but they
had no saddies and
often rode bareback.

The Remans did not
use a saddle until near
the end of the empire.
The Native Americans
of the Great Plains were
famous horsemen and
usually rode without
saddies. To riders
accustemed to the
saddle, however, its
advantages are decisive.

The saddle was likely
developed either in
France during the early
Christian era or in the
steppe region of Asia.
In Europe, the saddie
cama into general use
in the Middle Ages. The
exploits of medieval
knights would have
been difficult without
the saddle.

Saddies of various
types include the
packsaddie, to which
the load of a pack
animal is securad: the
camel saddle; and the
howdah, used by riders
of horses. There are
twe main types of horse
saddles, the Hungarian
and the Moarish.

The Moorish saddie,
which was used
extensively by cowboys
in the United States,
has a horn which is
essential in using the
lasso. To hold it in place
under the strain of the
lasso, this saddle has
twe strong girths, each
ghtenad by a cinch
strap, The Hungarian
saddle, of which the
English saddle is an
example, the MeClellan
saddle and the racing
saddle have no horns.

The English saddle has
padding, and the stirrup
is hung farther forward
than on the Moorish
saddle or the McClellan
saddle, nalther of which
is padded, For constant
use, the hard saddle

is believed in Korth
America to be better
for both the horse and
the rider. The padded
saddle has advantages
in brief and occasional
rides.
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HELLO, MY MAME IS
Bionca Wardlaw

‘When Blonca Wardlaw saw Urban Dreams perform her
freshman year, sha Immadiately knew she wanted to be a
part of it.

“1 started dancing when | was & and all | did was ballet,”
said Wardlaw, an interdiseiplinary studies in social sei-
ence and health studies junior. “Eventually | did jazz, hip-
hop, tap and lyrical, So 1 danced until about two years

before college because | was in high school just trying to

focus on getting to college. But that never took my passion
for dance away. It was still something | love to do.”

Since then, Wardlaw has become the president of co-ed hip-hop
and street dancing team Urban Dreams, which stands for United
Races Blended as Notoricus Dancers Representing Each Aspect
of Modern and Streat,
‘Wardlaw performs with Urban Dreams at various events on
campus, such as the M5U Grammy Awards, the Multicultural
Extravaganza, MSU Showtime and other events hosted by
student organizations and black caucuses. Wardlaw said
for her, Urban Dreams is a perfect fit.

“I just love Urban Creams,” she sald, “It was |ike made
for me, or | was made for

— Compited by Abaries Farhad, photo by Jason Chiow
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Mottingham Equestrian Center thrives
thanks to barn owner and boarders

Taking the rein

PHOTOS BY KATIE RAUSCH,/ THE STATE NEWS
Caraline DeWitt, 14, of Holt, puts the bridle on her horse Briscoe before taking a lesson at the Nottingham Equestrian Center, 16848 Towar Ave.
DeWitt, who has been riding for six years, is one of more than 100 people who regularly ride at the center.

By Julie Baker
THE STATE

heryl Connell-Marsh still loves to do the morn-
ing feed. After 25 years at Nottingham Equestrian
Center, 16848 Towar Ave., she stll loves to go in
the barn in the morning when it's dark and quiet
and the horses mostly are asleep, Their sounds spread through
the barn and when she turns on the lights, she can see their
eyes start 1 open. Bur even after the lights are on and the
horses are e, the only sound is that of them eating.

1% times like these that
make her appreciate what
she has made her life's work.

Before purchasing Not-
singham in 1987 with her
husband and two oth-
er couples, Connell-Marsh
waorked there for many
years as barn manager and
instructor. When the pre-
vious owner decided to pur
e center up for sale, she

ways — especial
she had heard developers
wanted to turn the prop-
erty into 1ownhouses,
e nice thing abous
g an owner, she said,
is that she is able to make
changes and have control
aver how the animals are
being treated. The pre:
aus owner had bought the
center for her kids, but it
clearly wasn't her life’s pas-
sion, Connell-Marsh said.
Bur once she and the oth-
er owners took the reins, the
center yn-w into a fami

a community for people,”
said Connell-Marsh, who
lives with hur hu<b.md ina

erty, “There are so few plac-
s to go in the area, it's
important thar people have
a such a strong group thar
people can really rely on.”

Inside the bamns

The center boards hors-
es, offers lessons, clinics, in-
barn horse shows, horseback
games for the kids on Friday
d a book r'|ll'|a. W

said the book club consist-

ed of four people. Ar last

week's meeting she said she

looked nd there

were 16 f r faces there,
The riders seem to change

a lot over the years, mostly

because many of the students

move away either when they

geaduate from high school

ar from MSU. But they

almost abways come back

“We'll see them again and

lhcy‘ll walk in the door and

y ir's like coming home.

ke the never really lea

there for you, There's
af love on this property”
The center has two main
barns, one that mostly hosts
boarder horses and the oth-

er hosts the school hors-
es. There also is an indoor
riding ring, which is where

place; a number of outdoor
rings for jumping and open
spaces for grazing and rid-
ing rails. It costs $465 per
month for a stall board and
$350 per month for a pad-
dock, or outdoor, board.
Barn manager Erica
Bogel moved wo the area
o be near her then-fian-
fuate
MSU. At the time,
she hadn’t ridden for about
a year and knew she want-
ed to get hack on the horse.
“1f you really ride, you
can only go o long with-
aut riding,” said Bogel,
s been riding hors-
e 4 and work-
ing in the harns since
she was abowt 8.
For a wedding present,

her husband said he want-
ed 1o pay [or rnding les-
able

ruund Nottingham, visit-
ed the bamn and started les-
sons. By March 2007, abour
three or four lessons in,
she started working ar the
barn to offset the lesson
fees — something many of
the students do. Eventual-
Iy, that turned into a full
time job a3 barn manager.
“I really can’t imag-
ine not loing it every
she ke up at
E m.) but I'm 50 hap-
py to be up ar 5:30 and
coming her en if I've
day where 'm phys-
ieally exhawsted, P'm
w0 hagpy to be
Bogel said sh
o5 a “gentdemen’s riding
«club” consisting of three
boys, ages 7.9, who ride

ponies on Saturday mormn-
ings and make up most

of the male population

in the barns, not count.

ing the horses or stray hus-
bands who do mainte-
nance work. Although she's
not sure why the students
and boarde imari-
Iy women and girls, Bogel
saidd it could be thae Not-
tingham teaches riding in
an English saddle disci-
pline, instead of the West-
ern sryle that is rraditional-
ly theught of as masculine,

Changing times
As the years
the landscape
tingham changed. The
property north of the cen.
ter was boughe by a board.-
p
fenced it in so that the hors-

n:w:d.

See STABLE on page 48



