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Ne game

Men’s baskethball vs. Connecticut Follow the game Players to watch M5U — Sanior center Goran Suton In the paint
TV CBS Is averaging 14.3 peints and 11.5 rebounds a game in the Connecticut has never lost in
Tipoff at 6:07 p.m. Saturday Radie WMMG MNCAA Tournament. Connecticut — 7-foot-3 center the Final Four. They are 4-0 all
(94.9-FM) or Hasheern Thabeet is averaging 11.5 points, 1.3 rebounds time, with the 1999 and 2004
WUIM (1240-AM) and two blocks a game in the NCAA i hampit i

DRIVEN BY faith

Men's basketball team
credits Pastor Jesse Brown
for renewed sense of faith,
turnaround in postseason

Isy Cnsl\ Kruth

uring his sophomore year, Tra-
vis Walton was sitting ar a bar-

bershop when he overheard a
man talking about God. “Dao

you really believe that?” Walton asked the
replied that he did. The man

» Brown, a pastor at Rivers of Life
Chureh, 24p5 N. Cedar S1., in Lansing. His
age struck Walton, now a senior guard
on the MSU men's basketball team, Interest-
ed and intrigued by Brown and his beliefs,
Walton began going o Rivers of Life reg-
ularly — although only after his grand-
maother met and approved of Brown,

As the relationship between the two start-
ed 1o grow, Walton began bringing his weam-
mates to church. He liked Brown so much
that he brought Chris Allen, Kalin Lueas
and Durrell Summers to Rivers of Life on
their recruiting visits to East Lansing,

Two years after their first meet-
mg Walton — hho on 54 |u|\da will live

ble for (the team's) turnaround,

'He turned this team around, as far as
with the spirit and telling us how to be emo-
rionally,” Walton said. “What he did for
this team can’t even be put imo words.”

Lost in the dark
The Spartans were reeling March 14,
the day they lost to Ohio State in the Big
Ten Tournament. Not enly did they lose
out on a chance 1o potentially earn a No.
i SAAT ment, but the

ted they were not a op 10 tes

Senior center Goran Suton b
surgery in November. Without Suten,

JEAMA-DEE ALLEN/THE STATE NEWS North Carolina dismantled the Spar-

Pastor Jesse Brown of the Rivers of Life Church, 2495 N. Cedar 5t., in Lansing, has been praying with the men's basketball team since tans by 35 points ‘ard Field in front
thay lest in the Big Ten He win if they pray, focus and start talking about winning and not national television audience.
about lesing, they're d team to think
about the story of David and Goliath.

See FAITH on page 28

FINAL FOUR

Spartans prepare for Connecticut, Hasheem Thabeet

Travis Walton ‘.‘lld ||u. \dSU

in Lucas, l'cl\mnr s.ucl lh('
Spartans can't go to the bas-

“I ean't sit here and tell you

\\v'l.dl\u in a releconfer-
w d Connecticut

' Im this year. But when
wu watch him n, you
don't watch him the same way
you do as a ceach or an oppo-
nent. I'm trying to look at some
are playing s
guys on him, ... [ can't say w
even know unll] we get there,”

The Spartans {30-6) better

o

& gearing up for
snal semifi
against UConn (314,
pm. Saturday at Ford .
Wi halr‘1'h<1h\'\"| is the main
concern, four players for the
Huskies — guards AL Price
and Kemba Walkes, forwards
Stanley Robinson and Jeff

Adrien — are scoring in dou-
ble-dights in the NCAA Tour-
nament, along with

Adrien and Thabeet
averaging doub

head coach Jim Calhoun.
“He's a 6-foot-g athlete

who jumps out of the gym

and is long.” MSLI junior for-

i
and goes to the boards hard."
Izzo called Robinson an
X-factor for the Husl
another one may be Wa
The freshman guard also has
averaged 12.35 points a game

while coming off the bench in
all four postseason games.
‘While Morgan will guard
Robinson starting out, Wal-
ton will ance again take the
opponent’s leading scorer in

Price (14.7 ppg through the sea-

son), Walton said the 6ot
2 Price is a “big-time™ play.
er who demands the ball when
he feels he needs to take ov
As for Thabeet, add MSU
senior center Goran Suton to
the list of peaple whe ]u.m- an
il b o plany
“As far as affensively, you
hawe to try to pull him a
from the basket and mal
suton said. “Run ball
sereens and pull him away, get
your mid-range (game) going,

NICK DEWTAMARD/THE STATE NEWS.
MsU h.ld coach Tom Izzo talks with sophomore guard Kalin

s game against

Lwl:vlll-.lk Lucas Oil Shdlumln Indianapolis.
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