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Naymick returns
to Michigan

Among the tens of
thousands of MSU fans
who flocked to Datrait
this weakend for the
Final Four, there were
thousands of alumni and
even a few connected
with the M5U men's
basketball program,

Drew Naymick. the
Muskegon native and
former MSU center,
raturned to Ford Field
to support his former
teammates after having
spant five years with the
Spartans.

“This is great,” he
said Saturday, while
spanding time at Etweod
Bar & Grill near Ford
Field, before the game.
“This is an incredible
atmosphere.”

Naymick graduated last
year as the M5 career
leader in blocked shots
with 134, He was an

cargar with the team
whila pursuing his
doctorate degree in
finance.

“I remember coach lzzo
talking about this years
ago whaen they first
announced the Final
Four would be here,”
Naymick said. “And
these guys did it.”

Maymick raturned to
Michigan after a one-
yaar stint with the SKK
Katwica Kolobrzeg
men's basketball team in
Poland, where he posted
10.5 points, 7.5 rebounds.
and a league-high twa
blocks per game, His
team finished third in

its league and won the
Polish Cup for the first
time in three years,
MNaymick said it was a
little different coming
back and watching the
Spartans as taid

ONLINE

Visit statenews.com at 9 p.m. tonight
for our live blog of the title game

SPORTS

HISTORY
The MSU men’s
basketball team

will go for its third
national title starting
at 9:21 p.m. tonight
against North Carolina
at Ford Field in
Detroit.
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IT ALL COMES DOWN TO THIS
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to the MSU

student section Dec. 3, 2008 at Ford Field in Detroit after

instead of from his usual
spot on the floor or from
the sidelines.

“lenjoyed it as a player
and now I'm enjoying it
as a fan.” he said, adding
that he's kept in touch
with a number of the
current players.
talked to them a little,
yeah,” he said. “It's part
of being in the Spartan
family.”

JOEY NOWAK

Fans asked to
wear white

The MSU Athletics
Department |5 asking
that Spartans fans.
attending tonight's
naticnal championship
against North Carolina
at Ford Field wear white
ta the game.

The Spartans are the
first team to play for a
national champianship
in their home state since
Duke lost to Arkansas
TE-72 in Charlotte,

N.C., In 1994 and will be
looking to imprave on
the record 72,456 fans
that attended Saturday's
B2-73 victory over
Connacticut.

This Is MSU"s first
naticnal

about allegadiy tanning.

team Nov. 16, 2008 during the game against Idaho at Breslin
Centor. The Spartans won 100-62.

Spartans, Tar Heels to clash with 2009 national championship at stake

By Cash Kruth

THE STATE NEWS
etroit —
olin

One win would give North Cs
2 the 2009 national champions]

p. It

would alse give its cight-man senior class —

which includes Marcus Ginyard, Bobby Fra-
sof, Danny Green and Tyler Hansbrough — 124 career
wing, the most of any class in North Caralina history.

th tonight’s NCAA
national championship
game against MSU at gzzn
p.m. at Ford Field quickly
approaching, North Caro-
lina players and coach Roy
Williams said the seniors
are slowly understanding

‘m corny, there's no
stion about it,” Wil-
liams said 55 CON-
ference Sunday.,

Final Four

game since winning the
title in 2000, and will be
arematch of the Dec. 5,
2008 contest whan the
Spartans lost to North
Carolina 98-63.

JOLERH TERRY

college
basketball

game
saturday In
Detroit.

PAUL
SANCYASAR

tional. This senior class
has been really, real-
ly important to me
North Carolina'’s senior
class came in after the Tar
Heels won the 2oos nation-
al championship, After the
title, the team was decimat-
ed by the early departures
of juniors Raymond Fel-
May and Rashad
nts, as well as fresh-

See UNC on page 4B

By Alex Altman
THE 5TATE NEWS

etroit — When asked to compare his team
to North Carolina, MSU men's basket-
ball head coach Tom lzzo didn't sugar-
«coat his feelings. “If we play good and they

play
ence Sund

Izzo didn't mean that
in a negative way, and
he trying o sand-

bag Noerth Carolina,
either. He was simply
being a realist about his
REAm's prospects against
a North Carolina squad
that could be confused
it NBA farm team.
ince the end of |
son, when Nor

good, we're losing,” 1zzo said during a press confer-
at Ford Field. “That's the way 1 look az it”

and guard Wayne Elling
ton decided to put the NII!\
on hold, the Tar Heels
have been the decisive
avorite 1o win the 2009
jonal Championship,
They entered the sea-
sen as the No. 1 team in the
country and, despite suf-
fering some bruises during
their Azlantic Coast Con-
ference schedule, their rep-

See MSU on page 4B

21 points,
help-

ing MSU
advance to
the cham-
plenship
‘game with
an 8273
win.
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FINAL FOUR

Team effort
leads MSU
past UConn

By Cash Kruth
THE STATE KEWS
Detroit — Sophomore guard
Chris r\]IL n |mdc a ]1} up o
U ball
4 mc! Iou e Con;
mecticut to call a timeos
ly in the second half of Sa
urday’s national semifinal.
Sophomore guard Kalin
Lucas strutted over o the M5U

Lucas scored 21 pDIn[S and
junior forward Raymar Mor-
gan broke out of his rourna-
ment slump with 18 poims
and nine rebounds as the
5Nr|<|n< defeated UConn

inst Noeth Car-
e \qll.um

er room before we had our
team meeting to gn out at the
1 kicrmh

m r.ju\l Tet nu- y)lml' o
1o you. Defend and rebound,
because you can do that. We'ne
going to run, run, run. Today
e godng o let us ru
happy for Ray
mar, As you ean tell, T think
the rest of the guys are, toa,”
Freshman guard Korie
Lucious (11 points) provid-
ed a spark off the bench in
the firss half for the Spar.
tans, while sophamore guard
Durrell Summers (1o paints)
and freshman forward Dray-
mond Green (eight poims) did
the same in the second half,
Hasheern Thabeet led the
Huskies wnh i

consin by o, We've seen te;
they le)td we saw mpes of
the games. And thar's a differ-
ent team. And they were dif-
pinst Louisville. Spe-
. They were elase to a spe-
il team (Saturday).”

A jumper by Morgan and
three free throws by UConn
made the score 55-52, but Sum-
mers drilled a 3-poiner to put
MSU up six. Green scored six
straight points to put MSU up
eight, then a jumper by senior
center Goran Suton gave MSU
the biggest lead of the game.

‘Thabeet made a hook shot
o cut the bead to eight, but
Summers followed with the
play of the game to send the
Ford Field crowd into a frenzy.
After Morgan stripped UConn's
Craig Austrie, he threw the
ball up court to Summers.
UConn's Robinson had posi-
tion, but Summers slammed
the ball hard through the
rim to pur MSU up by 10

LiConn kept fighting ba k
buit & 3-painger by Lu il
then transition slam by Mor-
gan put MSU up 11, 71-60.

‘The Huskies crept to within
three, 74-71, bt Summers con-
verted on a 3-point play with
one minute remainin,
the Spartans and MSU held
on from the free throw line,

MSU's bench outscored
UiConn's 33-7, while the

Spartans had 11 steals.
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