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alfway around the world, in a country roughly the
size of Michigan, the school vear is wrapping up for

ahout 50 MSLU students. They are the inaugural class

ar MSU Dubai, the uni

ty's newest campus, locat-

ed in the Middle East. MSU has joined several leading American
universities in moving 1o the Middle East, a migration thar some
have called an “educational gold rush™ to one of the world's larg-

est emerging markets.

Last August, M5U became
the first public American uni-
VErSTY L0 Open a campus i
Dusbeai, United Arab Es
commercial and industrial uto-
pia carved out of the desert,

Yet with the economic col-
lapse — the credit crunch, in
particular — the once-boom-
ing Dubai has grinded to a halk,

Endless construction, terri-
ble traffic and cramped malls
have been replaced by aban-
doned projects, vacan: streets
and unpepulated commercial
centers, News reports say the
population, made up of 80 w0
@0 percent foreigners, is fleeing
the blight of Dubai by an esti-
mated 1,000 people per day.

Its effect on MSU Dubai can-
nat yet be determined, uni-
versity officials say, but the
campus’ future has some-
what darkened in what was
ance the brightest econom-
e heacon of the Middle

Heading East

Twelve years age, univer
sity officials inchuding then-
President M. Peter McPher-
son and then-Provost Lou
Anna K. Simon sat down to
diseuss MSU's lack of pres-
ence in the Middle East.

They decided the universi-
ty would pursue an education-
al program in the Middle East
bur agreed that any endeay-
or there would require coop-
eration from a host country.

University officials set out
several provisions that would
meed to be met — MSU would
have complete control aver
adrnissions, faculty, curricu-
lum and degres requirements;
methods of reaching could
nat be challenged; research
and outreach opportunitics
must be present; and the host

See DURAL art page 24

Details on Dubai's MSU

thars sl o al =
business child and h
early and media and
research.

fers four araduat,

and will add three more in the 2009-10 academic year.
Classes have an average of 10 students and are taught in
Enu

of the campus’ roughly 20 faculty members.
hm taught at MSU's campus in East Lanzing.
Th art of the Dubal City,
hame to more than 30 universities frem arcund the werld.
While MSU is the only public U.5.-based university in Dubai,

features up by Cernell,

Camegie Mellon, Northwestern, Texas ABM and Virginia
Commonwealth universities.
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