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A SEEDY PLACE

STROLL
THROUGH THE
GARDENS

MSU Horticulture
Gardens
attractions

-Wilbir the Peacock: a
14-foot structure that

Is created with more
than 3,000 bedding
plants, typically pink,
white and red Begonias.
Wilbir, or “Will's Bird,"
is named for William
Carson, a former
director of the gardens
and chief promaoter of
the peacock. Inside its
frame, Wilbir is full of
soilless planting mix,
papaer netting to hold it
In place and Styrofcam
packing materials to
hold the plants in place.
-Michigan 4-H
Children's Garden:
Consists of 55

theme attractions

and is supported by

the Michigan 4-H
Foundation. It's often
homae to children’s
programs and tours
throughaut the summar,

Founded in 1982 and
namad in tribute to the
late “Clancy™ Lewis,

an M5U horticulture
professor. It is a working
arboretum for MSU
landscape design or
build students.
-Entrance Pavilion:
This is & gathering
space spontored by
the Bordine family.
Surrcunding teak
garden benches are
namad in henor of

the first donors to the
gardens,

-Perennial Garden:
Home to hundreds

of spacies of flowers
that thrive in Michigan,
Sponsored by the Judith
DeLapa farmily.

-Frank's Nursery Rose
Garden: Sponsored by
the company it's named
after, Includes hundreds
of cultivators of roses,
Many are All-America
Rose Selection winners.

-Anniversary Plaza:
Spensored by Gary

and Menica Veit. This

is a popular wedding
site that was donated

in 2003 to honor

MSU's Ieadership in the
floriculture industry.
“Orientation Plaza: Built
in 1989 was the first
structure in the gardens,
dedicated in honor of
Louis J. Brand, by the
employees of the John
Henry Company.
-Conservatory Plaza:
Dedicated to Paul

Ecke Sr. and features a
striking inlaid granite
design.

-Amien and Florence M.
Carter Annual Garden:
Showcases more than
1,000 varieties of
annuals,

~Libarty Hyde Baillay
statue: Known as the
“Father of American
Horticulture,” he
graduated from
Michigan Agricultural
College (now M5U) and
became the first chair
of the first horticulture
department in the
nation in 1885,
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LLO, MY NAME IS

Even on days when she has te be at a school deman-
stration at 7 a.m., it's worth it for Shannan Morey.
The chemistry junior started working with M5U's
Science Theatre, & student-run organization that
promates community awareness of science, when
she was a freshman. Sha said she has enjoyad
seeing how enthralled the children are with their
demonstrations,
The group performs demonstrations at K-12
schools across the state on topics ranging
from physics to biclogy te chemistry. They
include adding Mentos to a bottle of Diat
Coka to learn about the chamistry of
food and using a swinging bowling ball
ta learn about energy conservation and
kinetic energy.
“(Being a part of Science Theatre) has
v opened my eyes to how important sci-
ence ks for kids,” sald Morey, whe would
like to continue sclence outreach while
working with her awn research in aca-
demin once she's done with school.
) by Julie Baker, photo by Sam
State News

Sow far, sow good

MSU Horticulture Gardens give students opportunity to cultivate hands-on education

By Julie Bnkcr
THES

‘re not much to look

he

W — T
be just a few clusters of daffodils, nonde-

script greenery and an unassuming pavilion,

Bur give the MSU Horticulture Gardens a cou-
ple months. Thar's when they'll come alive and thars when
they'll be full of the
ed 40,000 flowers and plants that are planted

imat-

perennial plants and the

each year,
Several areas comprise what — be h‘||kll\[{ mwnd Plant Biol-
is referred 1o as the Hortieul-
rure Gardens, which take up

more than g4 acres of MSU's

campus, located between the
Flant and Soil Sciences Build-

ing, the Food Safery and Toxi-
enlogy Building and the Plan:
Hiology labaratories. The ga
dens inchade the Horticultur-
al Demonstration Garden,
Amien A. and Florence M.
Carter Annual Trial Garden,
Perennial Garden and Michi-
gan 4-H Children's Garden.
Dan Bulkowski, r(lr’n and
greenhouse m e
‘many people dont even Lnrm.
the gardens exist until they
stumble upon them one day.
“There've been so many
times people didn't know it
was here,” he said, “They'll

The demonstration garden
rurned 15 years old last August,
altheaigh Bulkowski said the
gardens as i whale have been
around for about 20 TS,

During the winter months,
abou five student workers and
the full-time gardens employ.
ees epend their time look
ing through sheet catalogy
with the different seed
ations for seme of the differ-
ent trials that will be planted
in the spring. Over the course
of the spring, everyone i work

See GARDEN an page 48

PHOTOS BY JOSH RADTKE/THE STATE NEWS.

Above left: English senior Caitlin Lorenc pushes holes in a flat of dirt where she will later transplant seedlings. Lorenc is among a group of student volunteers that
work at the Horticulture Gardens. Above right: Many species and colors of plants can be found in the Horticulture Gardens.

CHILDREN

Sweet Little Party Palace in Lansing hosts very pink parties for girls

By Jessica Lipowski
THE STATE NEWS
Lansing — As a child,
Deborah Allen loved
o dress up and be a princess.
Now, she offers ether
young girls the chance to do
the same: becoming a prin-
cess, movie star, fairy or
glam girl for the day at Sweer
Litrle Parry Palace, 11z4-B N.
Washingron Av
Allen opened the bu
Ress in 2007 to provide a
unigque experience to the
Lansing communicy that
has not been seen before.
From feather boas 1o col-

,in

ansing.

® For more online...

For an sudio slideshow
of Sweet Little Party Palace,
visit statenews.com/
multimedia.

arful hats and glitter make.
up to rocking karacke songs,
Sweet Little Party Palace
has it all for young girls to
u.mhmon their girly-girl side.
» spieciali
thing that's pink
1y,” Allen said.
need their own place.”
Typically the younger girls

ing Disney princess out-

fits of various colors, Allen
id. Bur onee th
7 vum: old or older, they
tend to like the glam girl
and diva outfits, she added.
“Everything is kid-ori-
ented. Nothing is over-

Just right for the girls. ...
They have a chance o
use their imagination.”
During the event, g
will pair up and paint their
nails. They &
ter makeup or
up, depending on the age.
Karaoke also is a pop-
ular fearure, Allen said.
Hannah Montana and

rch time like the first as she
wealks thraugh the doors

. rything is pink. And
jewelry and create theirown  she's totally into princess-
bubble baths and lotions. es,” Lerma said. “It’s all about
hese are) things that the lirtle girls. ... Every-

zzer malls have for girls, one can have fun he

but (instead) you can come Angela Atkins-Eddins
here and have a private par- said her daughter, Ashlyn
y.” Allen said. "Unlike Eddins, loves all the aci
the mega party centers . ities offered, as well.
this is a rime for your p.ur My daughrer is like a
quesrs. This is for you. votal girly girl,” said Atkins-
i ident Meli Eddins, a Holt resident.
Party Palac

the Jonas Brothers are
pl; the time

e is laves coming to get her nails
a great environment for hcr painted, and Miss Deborah
4-year-old daughter, Ale lets her dress up in the dress-
Rodriguez. She said her

daughter loves coming here,  See PALACE on page 45
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