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at third base. The Spartans won the first game, 5-1, of a doubleheader
Thursday against Oakland at Old College Field.
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HEALTH

MSU plans for possible swine flu spread to Mich.

By Pat Evans
THIE STATE NEWS

MSU and state officials
said they are preparing for
the worst, as reports of swine
flu cases continue to come in
throughout the state,

As of Tuesday evening, Ing-
ham County Health Depart-
ment officials said they were
investigating five local reports
of illnesses they suspect coukd
be swine flu.

Several more suspected cases
throughout the state are rais-
ing concerns (]| a1 the !'Iu muld
spread ol

“It's so different from
normal flu; it will be
more danger()us.

It's so different that
none of the current
vaccines will be
useful against it.”

Barbara Straw, M5 professor
and swine disease expert

pare for the possibility of an
outbreak at MSU, university
¥ Jason Cody said.

in the near future, said James
McCurtis, spokesman for the
Michigan Department of Com-
munity Health.

There are stil
cases in Michig;

counties have been
established as “probable” swine
flu, and samples of those cases
are being sent 1o the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention

MeCurtis said. *We are ask-
ing people to help us in taking
the proper steps o prevent any
spreading.”

MSU is working with local
and state officials to better pre-

He said the university has
a pandemic plan in pla

y
for
several years, since the avian
flu scare in 2003,

“Everyone is raking the prop-
er steps to pu—u.m an outhreak,”

Cody 5

In the case of a pandemic,
MEU likely would cancel class-
es, send students living on cam-
pus home and limit research
done ar the university, accord-
ing to the MSU pandemic plan-
ning Weh site,

University Physician Beth
Alexander called for students
o stay cautious in wake of the

outbreak in an e-mailed let-
ter sent to students Monday
evening.

Symptoms of swine flu
include fever, cough, sore
throat, chills and farigue. To
avoid spreading the disease,
students are urged o wash
hands frequently, cover their
nose and mouth when coughing
and stay home and call a health
care provider if they experience
symproms.

Swine disease expert and
MSU professor Barbara Straw
said genetic differences in the

strain potentially could cause
problems.
“It’s so different from nor-

ww enid. “Ir's se dif
at that none of the current
vaccines will be useful against

it”

Avaccine for swine flu hasn't
been developed yer, bur med-
icine ean be issued to trear
those who test positively, Ing-
ham County Health Depart-
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ment spokesman Mar-
cus Cheatham said. The
state currently has mass
amounts of the drugs Tam-
iflu and Relenza o counter
an authreak,

“Peaple who have a bad
case of the flu can get a pre-
scription,” Cheatham said.
“The question is, do we need
w do something more, will

See SWINE FLU on page 24

PROGRAM

ASMSU looks
to keep free
newspapers
on campus

By Chris Vannini
THE STATE NEWS

Free copies of The New York
Times or The Wall Street Jour
el might not be free to students
mext year, but MSU's undergrad-
uate student government might
step in before the universiry stops
the presses.

More peopls are getting news
online, and the provest’s office
believes this is a reason to dis-
continue its newspaper readership
programs as a part of budger cuts.
The programs include The New
York Times and The Wall Street
Journal in places such as Case
Hall and Berkey Hall.

The provest’s office decided
o discontinue the program in
its budger curs because srudents
an get news in ather ways, said
Dosuglas Estry, associate provost
for undergraduate education,

“We started looking at the
meed o find ways 1o be sure thar
we retained quality and stu-
dent learning, but at the same
time looked at better use of our
funds,” Estry said. “We're elim-
inating the readership program
because we have the newspa-
pers available vo students inoth-
er kinds of formats"

Most mainstream newspapers
free online, and the MSU
Library offers online newspa-
[PCFS 85 AN C-TESOUTCE 5T WWW,
erlib.mswedu.

“It didn't make sense for us 1o
continue to pay for the hard cop-
ies o be delivered when we could
still make these papers available
o the students, and more sim-
ving them go online,”

Estry sai

Mc.llllu.-n. of ASMSU said
the provesss office pay
Sizo0o0 for its readership
program.

ASMSU began its own reader-
ship program April 6 as a trial
version of LISA Today's Collegiare
Readership Program,

The papers are free to students.
and inclode USA Today, The New
York Times, Detroit Free Press
and Financial Times,

‘The four-week trial — which
encs Frichay — was free, but ASM-
SU has to pay for the program if
it is to continue for the 2009-10
academic year.

On April 23, ASMSU's Student
Assernbly allocated up 10 S150,000

See NEWSPAPERS on page 2A

PACK UP, PITCH IN
East Lansing
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Weather

Partly Cloudy
High 64° | Low 49°
Three-day ferecast, Page 24




