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Family looks to make ABC TV show makeover house their home

UNIVERSITY

STUDY ABROAD IN MEXI(O
CANCELLED DUE TO SWINE FLU

By 1an Johnson
THE STATE NEWS

a L |f|||gs(on ‘Councy weoman was
d with the virus and sald

Lansing — Four students
studying abroad in Mexico
are returning home due to the
swine flu thas health officials
Wednesday confirmed resched
the east side of Michigan.

University spokesm:
Coly said Weddnesday the uni-
versity canceled its programs
in Mexico due to the swine flu
scare. One of the four students
already is in the nd the
university i mak ange:
ments tnhnnxihuutl‘nrthm'
home, Cody said.

A risk-assessment meet-
ing has been scheduled for

nday with members of

determine if MSU will cancel
its summer program in Mex-
ico, in which 46 students are
enrolled, Cody said.

Ingham County health offi-
cials said Toesday that five
es of flulike illnesses in
the county could possibly be
swine flu incidents. However,
no reports of possible swine flu
CALES 0N CAMPLS WETE FEPOTT-
ed 25 of Wednesday svening,
Cody said,

Gaw, Je
stae offic;

er Granhalm and
addressed con-

there is another probable case in
Cournty, although no offi-
cial diagnosis has been e

“It’s important that citizens
knoww at this point in Michigan
there is o reason for panic,” Gra-
nholm safd. “We are obviously
concerned, but there is no rea-
son to panic, All we ane going to
e right now is cautious, aware
and certainly implementing our
response activities.”

‘The virus is similar 1o seasonal
s that aceount for 200,000 hos.
pitalizations and 36,000 deaths
in the LS, every year, said Greg
Holzman, the chief medical exec-
wive for the Michigan Depart-
ment of Community Health.

The virus is spread from con-
tact with flu carriers. Wash-
ing hands thoroughly, covering
mouth when you sneeze and
avoiding those infected will help
prevent it from spreading, Holz-
man said,

Granholm said the illness
has not spread through proper-
ly cooked pork, and there have
been no reports of animal infec-
vons in Michigan.

“This is not a food.safery
issue,” she sid, “Pork is safe to
eat, There's nevevidence that pec-
Ple e i thlsll]ncss from

vening dur-
inga press conference 1: the
State [

:\ prmzuuan (!w stane has
oS IO E § antivi.

Center, mm(.unmnmxl. in
Lansing, Granhalm canfirmed

See SWINE FLU on page 24

FHOTOS BY KATIE BAUSCH,/THE STATE NEWS

Arlene Nickless eats dinner with her sons, from left, Aaron, 12; Andrew, 8; and Noah, 9, at the hml!'h now Imnt in Ihli. After the

death of Arlene’s husband, Mlnhu.m1hﬂﬂmhmlywu left to cope. Arlene

applied for and on the show. The family's previous home was demolished and

thelr new home was bullt on the show. "I'm not unappreciative of what we recelved, but we lost a lot,” Arlene sald. “We have this
time and we have to let go of a lot.”

SAFETY

Students, security on watch

By Jacob Carpenter

THE STATE KEWS

o[t — From the kitchen to the fam-

y room to the basement, Tim
Nickless' mark is all over his fam-
ily's home. There's the dark, hard-

wood floor running throughout the main lev-

el, grooved to feel as if Tim, a craftsman with

wood, had carved and laid down the pan-

els himself. The columns of stone and earth-

toned walls, a homage to his passion for the out.
doors, Framed pictures of him, both painted
and photographed, scattered around the house,

loak ar this place and think, “whar would

Tim think of this place?™ Arlene Nickless said of

her Holt home, which was bulldozed and rebuile

as part of ABC's “Extreme Makeover: Home T&li-

tien” last October. "He would be in total awe.”
Tim MNickless never saw the house that has

changed his family's lives,
the one covered with
remembrances of his life
and loves. He died Jan,

19, 2008, after a seven-

year fight with Hepa
uis €, which he contr:

| care murse at Lan-
sing’s Sparrow Hospital,
Nickless was 48, He Jeft
behind three young chil-
dren, his wife of 18 years
and a nearly 150-year-

olel farmhouse that had
fallen on hard times
during his illness,

Nine months later, the
family received a knock on
the door from Ty Penning-
ton and ABC's makeover
team, which revalutionizes
L for Families in need.

Within a week, hun-
dreds of construction work-

ers and volunmeers had
erected a beawtiful, sprawl-
ing four-bedroom home
for the Nickless family.

But while the family still
can't believe their good
Torune wday, six months
alter the construction, they
are finding it harder than
expected to mike their
mew house feel like home.

The gi

Arlem Dickless classifies
the past 20 years in three
categories — the great, the
tragic and the extreme.

‘The “great” starts
with a love story.

She was a small-1own
factory worker in War-
saw, Tndd, a city of about
12,500 people in north-

See HOME on page 24

For

an
interac-
tive tour
of the
Nickless
family's
haome,
visit
state-
news.
com,/
multi-
media

Arlene
Nickless
kisses her
4-month-
old grand-
daughter

In Holt,

in library during finals week

By Brittany Shammas
THE STATE KEWS

With final exams just
day student
campus are flocking 1o the
Main Library, raising concerns
about safety and the potential
for increased thefi.

A precccupation with smdy-
ing might make students an
easy target for theft, MSU
palice Sgt. Florene McGlath-
ian-Taylor said. Some students
leave belongings unarrended,
creaing an opporn_nn)' for
thiew

“(Students) dnnl always
remember to take their fems
or think they won't be the
victim,” she said. *Ir's & pub-
lic place, people aren’t paying
attention and it's
oppartunity — seeing some-
thing sitting on () table, If no
one’s in the area, someone will
nake i”

Bright pink signs raped
1o each library door warn
entrangs of an increase in theft,
Additienal signs throughout
the library remind students
o watch their possessions.

“If 1 were stealing stuff, 1
think now might be a good

time to do it because people are
precccupied with other stuff)” his-
wx“unm Steve Boland
seiate diree-
tor for public services for MSU
| the extent of secu-

. sists of monitor:
ing bry library staff and communi-
1y police — does not change dur-
ing finals week.

But Backse said one positive of
finals week is the increased num.
ber of people in the building,

“We were walking around last
might at g:30 and almost every
seat was occupled,” she said.
“When there's that density, less
things happen because there are
people observing others.”

Prenursing sophomore Patricia
Kelly, one of hundreds of students
studying in the library Wednes-
dary afternoon, said some students
don't seem to worry about theft,

=1 just noticed a sign about
theft yesterday at a table with
stuff where no one was sitring,
s0 1 guess they didn't pay arten-
tion,” she said.

Kelly said she studies with a
group and beaves her possessions
in the company of friends — mea-
sures both Backie and McGloth-

See LIBRARY on page 2A

3
Weather

Rain
High 80% | Low 58&°
Threa-day forecast, Page 24

AT PLAY
Two renditions of
abstract plays put
on by students
continue through
Saturday

page 3A




