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SUPREME COURT

HISPANIC
NOMINATION
GENERATES
DISCUSSION

By Meredith Skreypezak
THE STATE NEWS

President Barack Obama's
nomination of federal appel-
late Judge Sonia Sotomayor 1o
the Supreme
Court of the
United States
on Tuesday
created a
divide in the
MSU com-
munity, h
some prais-
ing the nomi-
nation and others questioning
Obama’s cholee,

If chosen, Sotomayer would
be the nation’s first Hispanic
justice to sit on the court, She
served for more than a decade
on the U 5. Cou'l of Appea 5

raised by Puerto Rican parents
in a Bronx housing project,
would become the 1inth jus-
rice for the nation, replacing
Justice David H. Souter.

Some members of the MSU
faculty said the nomination is a
result of Setomayor's upbring-
ing and race.

“I think it looks like Presi-
demt Obama wanted to concen-
trare on rhmmng )1 II|\|!.||||1
and a woman,” pro-
fessor and rrml.n(u(mn'il law
expert Brian Kalt said. “I think
that if he had not focused on
thoze two things as much, he
would have chosen someone
whe would have been a better
judge in advancing the causes
he believes in.”

Others blame the media for
foeusing on Sotomayor's gen-
der, which muld take away

as a judge.
“Those are rhr factors 1 think
are important to the medin and
individuals who are looking for
that,” MSU law professor and
Supreme Court expert Frank
5. Ravitch said. “At the same
time, she is qualified regard-
less of these things.”

Although some wondered
whether Solemayor was a good
choice, others said her expe-
riences in the past and strug-
gles she has been through
might make her a perfect
noemination.

“I think that in erder to be
an effective justice, you have o
have a connection to the Amer-
ican people,” said Mitehell
Rivard, president of the MSU
College Democrats. “And she
is the epitome of thar.™

Sotomayer’s background in
trial court makes her a good
candidate, Ravitch said.

For others, her background
does not set her apart from
other nominees.

“I think that her record on

See SCOTUS on page 2

To read a review of “Strangers With
Candy,” visit lansinglowdown.com

State, nation turn attention to
cllmate change issues

- AMPUS+CITY, 6

Prop 8 protesters gather at Capitol
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By Zane McMillin
THE STATE NEWS

ansing — Before head-
ing off to have brain sur-
gery at Lansing’s Spar-
row Hospital, Tom Cook
and his partner, Jerry Ward, made
the decision to commit their lives

to each other.

And after Cook made it
through his 1906 operation, the
duo was the first male same-
sex couple to wed at the Unitar-
ian Universalist Church in Lan-
sing in November of thar year.

“We committed if Tom made
it through the surgery ... we
were going to actually have
a ceremony,” Ward said.

Although their union wasn't
legal, the couple was among
almost 120 people who rallied at
the state Capitol on Tuesday eve-
ning in opposition to the Califor-
nia Supreme Court's decision to
uphold a statewide constitutional
amendment passed in November
2008 that outlawed the stare’s
18,000 same-sex marriages.

“We're disappointed that the
Supreme Court in California has
not stood by its duty to protect
the consmunona] rights of its
cirizens,” rally co-organizer Rob-
ert Van Kirk said. “The state of
Michigan must come together as
a peaple to appose this unconsti-

See REACTION on page 2
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A 1-.. Chapin-Smith, left, and Alexi l:h-ph-smnhmbm- in front of the Capitol as they
“Wa want to be able to

get marriod in llehlﬂn and have all the samo rights,” Jon Chapin-Smith sald.

For more online ...

To see a video of the
protest at the Capitel, visit
statenews.com/multimedia.

“We're disappointed that the Supreme Court in California has not stood by its
duty to protect the constitutional rights of its citizens,”
Robert Van Kirk, rally co-organizer
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African-MSU relations progress throughout a half century of work

By Kayla l!abermﬂ-l

so-year relationship
berween MSU and Africa has

® For more online ...

To view an interactive
map of M5U's work in
Adrica, visit statonows.com,’

4 and sk
histories of both MSU and
some of Africa’s nations,

From study abroad to
establishing research pro-
grams in developing coun-
tries, what began more than
half a century ago has ele-
vated MSU to the top of
the nation's African studies
programs.

“I think that's one of the
strong commitments of the

university is to have partner

ships with African institutions
rather than being missionaries
and taking knowledge o Afri-
aid David Wiley, director
of MSU's African Studies Cen-
ter from 1978 to January of
this year. “It's p<|rtmrsh|ps.
and we benefit from the link-
ages when they accept our stu-

5. We're known national-
3 university that focuses
an the ethics of equality rath-

er than missionary.”

An ocean away

MSU has been involved in
Africa since 1958, when then-
MSU President John H.lnll.lh
journeyed to Nig
cuss a possible p.lrlnushlplhli
would help build a new univer-
sity, Wiley said. The Universi-
ty of Migeria Nsukka, which
eventually was established with
MSU's help, also was equally
formed by Nnamdi Azikiwe, a
‘high-ranking official in Eastern
Nigeria who later went on to
become the natlen’s first ¢

I-
n president, Wiley said. The

University of Nigeria Nsukka

epened in October 1960,
Although MSU's relationship
with Africa has been positive,
there also has been contention,
Wiley said.
In 1978, MSU got rid of 1:5

worked in South Mnca bq:cdust
of apartheid. Apartheid was a
system of institutionalized
racial segregation and discrim-
ination under a white govern-
ment in South Africa. It end-
ed in 1994,

“The entire university, with
the vote of Board of Trustees,
voted to withdraw investments
from American companies who
were in South Africa and sup-

ported the apartheid govern-
ment,” Wiley said,

African Innovation

“Terrbe Taylor, an MSU peofes-
sor of internal medicine, started
her research on cerebral malar.
ia and its effects on children in
Africa in 1985, Her interest in
working in Africa started with
an experience in Sudan.

I never intended to do it for
my whole career, but [ really
enjoyed the challenges of liv-
ing and working in a devel-
oping country, and | realized
thar useful research eould be

See AFRICA an page 2
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MSU bee researchers discover 7 promising new pollinators for Mich.

By Zane McMil
THE STATE NEWS

MSU researchers are buzzing
abour a discovery they've made
in the farmlands of Southwest
Michigan.

While conducting a three.

year study in the region’s
blueberry fields,

researchers found seven species
not previously known to inhab-
i Michigan,

“Nobody had really surveyed
the bees here, so that was sort of
the premise for starting it,” said
researcher Julianna Tuell, who
eonducted the study for her dis-
sertation in entomology.

The work accounted for moge
than 160 species of bees, 112
of which were present during
blooming season. The research
was done ag part of an effort
gain a boader sense of the bee
populations in the ares.

The study also aimed to find
alternatives to pollination by

woman for state-funded Project
GREEEN, which p:\ ially spon-

vhees, whose

has dwindled as a resuk of colo-
ny collapse disorder (CCD), a phe-
nomenan in which honeybee col-
anies suddenly disappear.

“Alat of aeher species of bees
are out there,” Tuell said. “Maore
than half (of the species) ane act-
ally visiting the blucherries and
polhnnnng and are better polli-
nators than honeybees because
they collect more pollen and visic
muore flowers per minute.”

Natalie Ebig Scott, a spokes-

sored th the work
is crucial for Michigan's agricul-
tural industry and affects more
than farmers.

“Pollination is a vital part of

Michigan's agriculrural indus-
"l ] desprenc
concern abous the long ferm sus-

tainability of using honeyhees, so
mative bee populations are some-
thing that we need wo look into in
the futwre. (MSU associate profes.
sor of entomology Rufus) Isascs
and his team have really stepped

up to meet that need.”

Of the total number of species,
o were: found to be vital for polli-
nating the crops, Isaacs said.

“This is sort of the first step,”
he said. “There's obviously con-
cermn about the haneybees, and an

these fields,” she said. “If we can
find ways to help honeybees and
alsoadd other managed bees into
the system, we can have manage-
ahle pollination.”

The eam_ vnil continue
in South-

aspect of this wark is to provide
this ingight into what other hees
are available,”

Tueell said there still are plenty
of questions that need answers,

“hust knowing what species are
out there means you eould actu.
ally find ones who could have
potential for management in

west Mu'hxg;un llm‘n\g hlueherry
Haam throughous May and June,
and there is plenty to look for
ward to, saacs said,

“Even though (the research)
does show a declining bee pop-
ulation, (i) shows there is sill
a diverse population out there,”
he said.




