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By Meredith Skrzypezak
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campaigns and pmm\xluus w0 spark tourism in ﬂu:
state, [t may not be Florida or California, bur Mich-
igan is taking strides o compete with leading rourism industries
across the counery and, according to officials in the state, it's stand-

“We have the ability 1o reach a broader marker this year, crear-
ing an interes for markers that we have not seen before,” said Brad
Van Dommelen, president of the Traverse City Convention and Vis-

As these markets expand, Michigan is not only expecting an influx
of tourists from within the state, but from outside as well.

Visitors from states such as Wisconsin, lowa, Mississippd, Ken-
rucky, Pennsylvania and Virginia are coming to Michigan, while
barder states continue to provide strong tourist flows, Van Dom-

On the heels of the Pure Michigan advertising campaign, officials
in tourist hot spots such as Traverse City and Mackinac Island are
Feeling optimistic about what lics abead.

"We are certainly looking to get tourists from all over the coun-

Jury to continue deliberation following Brake trial closing arguments

By Brittany Shammas
THE STATE NEWS

Grand Haven — Jurors
adjourned for the day after
deliberating for about two hours
Wednesday in the murder trial of

Brake, whe is charged with

killing MSU student Katherine A,
Brown and three others.

Rrake's artorney, Paul MeDon.
agh, was given the opportunity
to make his case that the evi-
dence connecting Brake o the
Zimmer and Brown slayings is
“unusually scant” ar Wednes-
day's erial.

Brake is on trial in Ortawa
County’s zoth Circuit Court in

connection with the slayings of
Brown, 18; her boyfriend Jer-
emy Zimmer, zo: his mother
Sharmaine Zimmer, 53; and his
brather Tyler Zimmer, 17. All
were found dead in the Zimmer
home Sept, 20, 2008, Brake was
charged with four counts of open
murder and three felony firearm
charges.
MeDonagh called three wit-
nesses through the duration of
the trial before presenting a clos-
ing statement in which he asked
jurors to consider whether they
were convineed beyond reason-
able doubt thae Brake had com-
mitted the murders.

“You cannot take a man away

from his family and children
unless have concrete proof,”
MecDonagh said. “You've got o
have concrete peoof, have got to
be convinced beyond reasonable
doubs.”

McDaonagh made a bullet-point
list of areas of reasonable doubt
for jurors on an ease] in the cours-
room, relling them thar just one
exarmple would be enough o not
convict Brake. Among reasns be
offered on the list were pressune
on detectives to provide a sus-
pect, unreliable evidence and an
investigation cut shore.

Brake, he said, was a “con
venient™ suspect for detectives,
wha were going to find someone

and link them up “come hell or
high water.” He suggested thas no
mative could be found for Brake
1o harmn the Zimmers, alluding o
an interview taped Oct. 17, 2008
in which Brake said he got along
well with the Zimmer family.

“Bob and Sharm were almost
betrer parents than my real par-
emis,” Brake said in the record-
ing, which was played for jurors
at Wednesday's erial.

Although the tape showed
Brake was the first to bring up
the Zimmer murders, asking
detectives, “Is this abour the Zim-
mer house?,” he denied knowl-
edge of who was responsible.

“I don't know anyone that

would be capable of doing that,”
Brake said on the ape.

McDonagh reminded jurors
of the countless rips received by
detectives, none of which led to
Brake. He mentioned a death
threat against Jeremy Zimmer,
who was at a drug raid but not
arrested.

Earlier in the day, a potential
mative for Brake 1o commit the
crimes was offered by Fradel
Pugh, a former inmate at the
Kent County Jail with Brake, Peo-
ple sitting on the prosecution’s
side of the courtroom wept as
Pugh said during his restimo.
ry that Brake had told him he
beat Brown because she “didn't

deserve” to be shot.

“ljust kept asking him, 'Why?™
Pugh said, reaching for a tissue.
“He said because slmlng her
wotld've been oo good ™

Prosecutor Ronald Frantz
linked this statement w a the-
ory that Brake harbors a hatred
for women because they have let
him down in the pass, a theory
hacked by restimony from Pugh
and by an earlier case in which
Brake was convicted of attempt-
ed murder of admirted prostitute
Mary Parker.

“You know, iv's just like what
happened w Mary Parker, in
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