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English professor Ellis, 39, dies of
cancer; friends, students remember
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of the Red Wings’ 3-1 victory

Summer classes pack punch in short span’

KATIE RAUSCH/THE STATE NEWS
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“I think it’s By Kayla Habermehl
aaslerta THE STATE NEWS
learn stuff
because you or many MSU students,
don’t have
to wait so
long to be
tested.”
Jaclynn Maltess,
finance senior
i tougly, but learning e material isn'
“I think il asier 10 bearn stuff b
have

QU o Ahmad Rady, right, whi
Usually, the class has about 15 students.

ummer isn't just about

freezer pops and Slip ‘N Slides — it's about class-
es. Jaclynn Maltese, a finance senior, who
walked at gradustion in May, is finishing her

last nine credits during the firss parnt of the summer.

Maltese is taking one 300-level accounting class and two
qoo-level finance classes. She said the material isn't harder, bur
the workload is heavier. Trying o ft in stedying and homework

difficult, she said.
you doa't

it 00 Joryg b be tested,” Maltese said,
Many students such as Maltese are dealing with the

heavy work:

Inad and faster pace of summer classes. Whether carching up on
credits, geming ahead or finishing degrees, the number of stu-
dents raking summer courses increased abour 118 percent from

SUMMET 2004 10 SUMMeT
2008, according to data from
the Office of the Regist
Robert Floden, a profes
sor in the College of Edu-
cation, said summer class-
3 have pros and cons.
“Ome advamage is the st-
dents are intently and intense-

ing abour the marerial,” he
said. “1 have an online course
ar. whe

@ WO assignments are

chae every week, Tm on their
case making sure they keep.
up with the material”

The siress that comes
with the increased work-
load and pace runs a thin line

Iy engaged in the materi- Eetween being belpful and
al,” Floden said. “The hard- hurtful, said Thomas Carr,
est thing ... is being able o a professor of psychology.

write a paper and than revise “You need to be sressed

v pace is intense.”
Floden is teaching a sev-
en week online class for edu-

cation masters and nurs.
ing stucents. He said he
makes sure his students
are on top of their work.
ery day they are think-

or aroused enough to be
able v pay attention — you
don't want o be wsleep or
Esred,” Carr said, “If the
[PressuTe is too great, atten-
tion will be restricted and

See CLASS an page 2

@ For audio of students talking about summer classes, visit statenews.com/multimedia.

CRIME

MAN FACES
PRISON TERM
WITH NO
PAROLE FOR
4 MURDERS

By Brittany Shammas
THE STATE REWS

Grand Haven — The sllence
berween each guilty verdier Fri-
chay in Troy Brake's trial was bro-
ken by gasps from the prosecu-
tor's side of the courtroom, where
many people
wore rainbow-
colored rib-
bons in mem-
ory of the four
victims he was
convicted of

en, includ-
ing the moth-
er of victim
and MSU stu-
dent Kather-
ine A. Brown,
clasped hands,
trembling.

“Alot of peo-
ple pur a bot of
wark into this
1o get justice for the families.” said
Oteawa County Sherill’s Depart.
ment Detective Thomas Knapp,
wha was the lead investigator in
the case. “That's where the focus
needs o be, on regaining the nor-
maley for both families.

“Ithink justice has been served
tocday”

Brake, 32, was found guilty of
four counts of first-degree mur-
dier for the slayings of Brown,
her boyfriend Jeremy Zimmer, 20;
his mother Sharmaine Zimmer,
53 and his brother, Tyler Zimmer,
also was found guilty of
three felony firearm charges in
relarion to the killings. He faces
lifie in prison without the chance
of parole and is scheduled to be
senterced July 6.

Brake’s face was blank as the
verdict was read. He looked down
and around the reom while fac-
ing forward as each count was
announced. Several rows behined
him, his family looked shocked
and quickly left the courtroom
without commenting.

The verdict came in Crtawa
County’s zoth Cireuit Cour after
about nine bours of deliberation
Ty the: jury, which re-entered the
courtroom shartly before the con.
viction to ask Judge Edward Post
about the difference between first
and second-degree murder.

“You could see the anxiety lev-
els rising each day,” Oteawa Coun-

See TRIAL on page 2

UNIVERSITY

Nontenured faculty to unionize

By Marissa Cumbers
THE STATE NEWS

Nontenured faculty will have
the opportunity o unionize
this fall after voting 1o do o on
Friday.

The 240 to 113 vote caime after
the Union of Nontenure-track
Faculty organizing committee
SPENL @ Year gauging union sup-
port among employees at MSU,
said Richard Manderf
ittee member and vis
tang professor of writing, rhetoric
and American culture, Now that
union support has been solidified.
the group plans to create a con-
rract outlining ies requests.

“Wie hope to begin contract
talks in the fall, and there will

be all kinds of y things

when a contract is reached, we'll
wote.

Terry Curry, associate provost
and associate vice president for
academic human resources,
said the university would work

Megotiations invalving non-
renured faculty at other univer-
sities have inchuded issues such as
baselines for salaries, benefits and
vearly evaluations of expectations
from adrministrators, said Swephen

blish an open rel
with union members.

“MSU has always respected
the collective bargaining pro-
cess,” Curry said in a statement
released by the university. “Our
focus now is on developing with
this group the same kinds of
trusting and candid information
sharing and bargaining relation-
ships we have with all ather such
units ar MSLUL"

Some nontenured faculty at
MSLI have been employed by the

iversity for up to 25 years and

going on this summer,” Mander-
field said. “We will survey our
members and get their feel-

wisiting fac-
ulty with short-term contracts,

Manderfield said.
The union will be affiliated
rederation of

ings about what is i
and we'll begin bargaining, and

with An
Teachers

ichig

Thomas, a member
and visiting assistant professor
in the zoology department,

“Having some security and
investment by the administrazion
allows people o invest more i
thedr chesen field with regan
reaching and student interaction,”
Thomas said. “If you are always
afraid if you are going to be let
£0, it is harder t invest more.”

Unionization recently has
hecome a trend ar colleges
hecause of large increases of
fixed-term, nontenured faculty,
and MSU is no exception, Thom-
as said. In the past 10 years, fixed-
erm faculry ar MSU has increased
by abowt 7o percent, he said.

See UNION on page 2

VIRGINIA AVENUE

Housing project to move ahead this summer

By Kate Jacobson
THE STATE NEWS

The revamp of the soo
block of Virginia Avenue will
maove forward this summer,
with city officials planning
o complete the neighbor:
hood’s alleyways and some
housing construction.

The Avondale Square proj-
ect, which started in 2004,
iz planned o create 30 hous-
ing units targeted at perma-
nent residents in an area
previously inhabited pri-
marily by student renters.
Curremly, four homes have
heen built in the area. Ciry
officials also plan to build
the first of three triplexes
this summer.

“We actually are expect-
ing 1o break ground on the
first eriplex building in the

. month of June, if not
then in the month of July,”

Project investments

The overall budget for the
Avondale Square project is
$1.3 millian.

About $7.2 million is in the
construction of the actual
units,

has been ser for the project’s
conclusion,

While city officials negoti-
ate for the remaining proper-
ties, they are preparing the
rest of the lots for construc:
tion. The house ar 612 Virgin-
ia Ave. is being moved Tues-
day to Avenue and

About $4 milll
getting the area ready for
construction, which includes
praperty acquisition and
demalition and reconstructing
the water and sewer ways,
streats and alleyways.

SOURCH EABT LARSING

said Tim Schmitr, an East Lan-

the house at 618 Virginia Ave.
is scheduled to be demolished
later this month.

The property owner of 6oy
Virginia Ave. is not expected
to sell the property to the city,
said Tim Dempsey. the city's
assistant director of Planning
and Community Development.

sing ¥ !
analyse.

The city has acquired all but
three of the original 23 homes
along the block. East Lan-
sing officials are in negotia-
tions with the property own-.
ers at 660 and 672 Virgin
Ave., Schmitt said. No date

An al design has bean
bailt around the property for
the planned alleyway,

“It would basically route the:
alleyway differently than (the
current) plan, basically just a
minor shift,” Dempsey said.

See PROJECT on page 2



