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To read about how state budget issues could affect East
Lansing’s plans for next fiscal year, visit statenews.com

IN BETWEEN THE LINES

MSU exceeds disability parking requirements; some say improvements still can be made

COURT

5 who gave
alcohol to
minor to
face trial

By Brittany Shammas
STATE NEWS.

ve people, including two
former MSU students, could
be held liable for providing
alcohol to a
miner wheo
was convicted
of stealing an
MSU servic
wehicle,
|||ng|tunckr
the influence
and killing an
Okemos man
h 18, 2008, crash.
¢ Winters and Ashley
A both MSU freshmen
at the time, are being sued
for furnishing alcohol to then
nder Hamil,
m from Ingham Coun
ty Circuit Court stated,
il, a Marshall, \hch. n:ﬂdun
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St. Pat-
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on for killing John A, Hawk-
ins, 4

Winters, Meeker and three
others could be sued for
825,000 cach in connection
with the aleohol provision.
They are scheduled for trial
¥ 26, 2010, in Ingham Coun
Circuit Court.

“You're not legally able to
provide a person under |hc<|=:c
of 21 with alcohol,” sai
ry Molan,
Hawkin:
that provi
the person to be intoxi
at accident, then you

the Hawkins’
e argue providing alcohol

Texting raises health,
academic concerns
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but for the
rest of the
parking that’s
available,
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adequate
spots.”
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Il five of the defendants,
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Services and MSU alumnus Matthew Gerhardt sits before his wheelchalr-accessible vehicle.

By Kayla Habermehl

THE STATE NEWS

or Marthew Gerhardr, blue lines in a parking loc

mes

harde
chair

n something different: accessibility.

Ger-

wiger at MSL, is a wheel

ser who utilizes disability parking, Gerhardt

also attended MSU for his undergraduate degree, One of the
reasons he chose to come o MSLU was for its accessibility.
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||l||.<! be more, but f
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sity rakes it seriow
about 25,000 parking spaces and more
id Mike Rice, assistant chief for

licap parking, it's ade-
for the rest of th
Even

MSU palice. MSU enly
required to have 621 hand
icap spaces by federal re
ulations. Although M5U is
working to meet the n
of the disabled, some
efforts could go further.
st summer, MSL com:
pleted
bution of accessible park-
ing across campus, campus
planner Steve Troost said.
The redistribution came
after an audit from the Fed-
eral Transit Administra-
tion Office of Civil Rights.
Although MSU had more
than the required number
of spaces, they weren't dis-
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RESIDENCE HALLS ASSOCIATION

15 percent of budget spent for conference

By Marissa Cumbers
T 5

MSU Residence Halls Asso.
tion allocated about 15 per-
oent of its summer budget to help
fund a trip for representatives to

tion

dence Halls conferenc
som, ATiz., on May 22-24.
Members said the trlpdllomd
the nine students in attendance
to eollaborate with other uni-
versities i
o implement nexe year, No spe.
cific programs discussed at the
conference have been chosen to
be put in phcr inthe upoummz

topics,” she said. “N
will be bringing the
the people that went
ference will show them at the
meetings so everyone els
has an idea of what went on at
the conference and what can be

implement
Atotal of S8, 54,730
summer budget and 1,360 of the

spring budget were allocated for
the three-day conference, said
Keith M 1A chief finan-
cial officer and an accounting
senior. The total amount used
by I!]['\ members Im the con.

amount, Mika said.
The Sio,060 RHA allcated for
the trip covered I|\|' 816 confer.

and board at the University of
and a flight for IEHA
e Board members and
'here were six
Executive Board members, three
assembly members and

one adviser who attended the
conference.

Perot said members of RHA
frequently have attended the
conference since 1978, and the
amount allocated for the confu-
ence this year was more bec:

of the timing and location of the
event.

“Because it was in Arizona this
wer, we knes

going to have 1o be higher for
Mights,” she said. “Also, (the con-
ference) was held over Memori-

E e trying

General as\umi; deleg
had to petition a residence hall
government to fund the Sién

fund at the beginning of the year.
JI the hall government did not

have sufficient funds for the del
egate, money from the general

See RHA an page 2

MICHIGAN

By Meredith
Skrzypczak
THE STATE NEWS

Moving prisoners from
Guantanamo Bay to Michi-
gan's Upper Peninsula could
either be a smart economic
move or & dangerous plan,
stave officials said.

During the Mackinac
Policy Conference last
week, U.S. Rep. Bart Stu-
pak. D-Menominee, spoke
about a letter he sent to

resident Barack Obama
in February, sugges
Manistique, Mich., prison
as the new home for more
than zoo Guantanamo Bay
detainees.

Although plans have not

cials are sounding off

“Michigan can base its
re off of more
240 of the
us people in
the world to th P, 52

U.5. Rep. Peter Hoekstra,
R- H:alhnd

1y was not a concern for
re dvm-. in Srupak’s district,
aid Nick Choate, a spokesman

raised,” Choate said.
rerested in th
fits of ie."
‘conomic benefits such
as job creation at the prison
would help the local communi-
id state Rep.
MeDowell, D-Rudyard.

We do have the high-
st trained, most profession.
al correction officers in the
state, (maybe) in the world.”
McDowell said. “We need to
look at (the proposal)
wonld ly help our state
this rime.

Until he receives support
from more federal and state
officials, Stupak w
the proposal, Chos
At this poine, t
s of support does not exis,”
l'hn.nn‘ said,

Rep. proposes U.P. to house Gitmo detainees

Stupak pitched the propas-
al to Obama in response to
he presid ns o con-
sider closing the Guantanamo

pusly nobody wants
these people,” Manistique
David Peterson said.
one wants them in their

ckyard, and that's the key
to this whaole thin;
Any offer to the city would

ered, Peterson said,
to hear an
e is an offer
at the conditions
“(And then de
safe or is it not safe?”
Moving detaine
te will endanger residents
and put them ar risk, Hoek-
1 said.
“The fmld.lml'nr.ll question

be cons

Concerns for the safery of
prison workers against poten.

See PRISON on page 2




