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“I'm just proud to be a Spartan.”

Justin Abdelkader, Detroit Red Wings forward

FRANK GUNH/AR

Datroit Red

the Stanley Cup Final in Detroit on Sunday.

MICHIGAN MADE

By Zack Colman

he Michigan-made man is dying as we know it, As
rthe state's auto companies file for bankrupeey and
merge with foreign manufacrurers, the Michigan-
made man is disappearing from the nation's archi-
tecture. The car dealers offering low prices and zero mon-
ey down will become less diverse on TV and radio airwaves
during the coming months. Families will come home wor-
rying about where their next paycheck will come from. Par-
ents will tell their children to get our of Michigan and get out

while you can,

Bur there is a hero for every
drama. Even for the reallife
ones,

So as this state continues to
grip and cope with the losses
of its economic backbone, the
people at beast have the Detrodt
Red Wings to provide 6o min.
utes of distraction.

But Michigan needs an
underdog to prevail. It needs
the validation thet people who
are doubred, people who con-
stantly wonder where the next
day or even hour might take
them, can in fact write the
greatest suooess stories for the
record books.

The Detroit Red Wings aren't
underdogs — but forward Jus.
tin Ahdelkader i, As the Nation.
y tempts to
market its game with Pirts-
burgh Penguins forwards Sid-
ney Croshy and Evgeni Mal-
kin, it Abdelkader — the Mus-
ative and MSU alum.
cher netted his first two

NHL goals in this year's Stan-
ley Cup Final againss Pitsburgh
— who is taking the spoelight,
and he doesn't plan on leaving
i, either.

“Ilove staying in Michigan,™
id. “1 love playing here.
o stay here as long

The call-up

Joseph Abdelkader’s phone
was ringing on Saturday, May
o. It was Justin,

Juseph Abdelkader picked
up the phene, eager to speak
‘with his son. Itid been two days
since: the Grand Rapids Griffins,
Justin's team, were eliminat-
ed from the American Hockey
League's Calder Cup Playolfs.

Abdelkader excitedly told his
father the news, He was going
o b in the linewup for the Red
Wings in their second-round
matchup with Anaheim. He was
just unaware his father knew.,

“It was  proud group of six o

tha third paried the

Panguins In the d J

Justin

the NHL Stanley Cup Final on Monday in Pittsburgh.

More online...

For an interactive mag of
Abdelkader's stops in hockey, visit
statenews.com/multimedia.

seven going up for the practice squad, and
he didn't see himself playing ar all acoual-
Iy." Joseph Abdelkader said. “It's funny, we
found our Friday night and it got in (The
Detrest Free Press) and it said Abdelkader
fwourld take the) place of (Tormas) Kopecky
and he didn’t know it.”

It wasn’t too long ago thar he and his
family were sitting at a Buffalo Wild Wings
in Muskegon, watching the coverage of
the 2005 NHL Draft. Abdelkader had juse
won the Clark Cup with the Cedar Rapids
RoughRiders of the United States Hockey

League and was about to head to MSU o
play hockey.

“1 goa the all thar [ got drafred. 1 didn
g hing on TV, but | said, “Yeah, by the
got drafted by the hometown team,
the Detroit Red Wings,™ Justin Abdelkad-
«er said of being picked 42nd overall in the
2005 NHL Draft. “You can imagine how
Jousd it was"

S0 when Abdelkader gor called up for
wolfs, he grinded it out on the faurth
line: thraugh series against Anaheim and
Chicago. His status in the starting line-
up was on a day-to-day basis. Muskegon
followed every shift he skared — Joseph
Abdelkader said he has o pinch himsalf

See ABDELKADER on page 2




