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“| think he brings a sense of camaraderie and helps unite our athletics department because he’s
been here not just as an athletics director, but people know him as a caring person.”
Mark Dantonio, MSU football head coach

®

For an interactive timeline of Hollis’ career,

visit statenews.com/multimedia.
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the nature of the state, the beauty that shines through the mere
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So when MSU's Athletics Direc-
tor Mark Hollis was growing up in less
populated hackwoaod:
Huron, he [
child, Hollis
s in the rural areas that Pure Mich-
igan has made look so appealing.
And that's how the mind that
betics in the nation.
as born.
At times we lived in ...
areas, so your best friend was some-
vimes yourself,” Hollis said. “It creat-
ed situations where you had to think cre

some rural
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student at MSU and
worked for the university for more than
adecade b

efore taking the post, Dela-
explained thar many athlet-
s directors come from other schools and
are out of touch with the campus culture,
but Hollis has been a part of East Lan-
sing and MSU since he was a student.

Saill, the job Hollis called a “dream come

wrue” — a position he aspired wo hold even
during his d student manager for
Jud team

2 2003 men's baskethall game between
Kenmucky and MSU ot Ford Ficld, which
remains the most amended baskerball game

in history — and the Cold War — a 2001
hockey garme between MSU and M
the first outdoor and highe
ey game in history — is a litthe more (h.m 8
months into his post as athletics director,
Known for his ilhustrious events, marl
ing success and spokesmanship for MSU,
I hixs beeen called an inmovator by his
peers and enmed consideralde praise,
“1 think I brought some of that
into the workplace: of thinking o
please, thinking to entertain, chink-
ing to provide a good rerumn o the
university,” he sabd. “And I think
if vou walk through each one of
those, there's some who have com-

pared mie to the Ringling Bro:

' rale has shift-

ed since he came back 1o MSU in
1995, The role of athletics direc-

. despite all his accomplis
ments, is entirely new to Hollis,
“Onoce 1 got this job it was, “What hap-
pened to the Ringling Bros.?™ he said. “As
a marketing person, you could step our

of the box and make suggestions and reg-
ommendations, and now you're
img decisions, A litthe of that creati
ty has been set aside in regards 1o becom-
ing a better leader versus a manager. It's a
part that [ wrestle with a lirrle bit because
1 really enjoved that e
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: wias about a rwo-
ond sense of and (then) kind o
gratifying (feeling), You've warked your
rear end off for the: plus years and
you have now achieved,” Hollis said of the
mament he fiest learned he would be ath-
leties director in
quickly went to re:
on sheulders and what you're account
able for, Every action that you take virtu-
ally impacts so many different people.”
ner of the Bi; .
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doesn’t come without its obstacles.

“Being a keader is different (from) being
a manager,” Hollis said. “That’s the tran-
ur}'duf{mul: for anybody that

icdent, That's a pro-

%) just snap your fin
gers and it h.lppcn-. It has 1o evolve,”
If there has been a learning curve,

though, Hollis' peers haven't noticed .

The possibility of Hollis succeeding Ron

s athletics director factored into

decision o beave his post at Cincinnati
return o MSU. Dantonio has known Hol-
lis since 1995, when Dantonie was second-
ary coach under Nick Saban. Hollis w

lead negotiator in contrs ks with Danto-
nin befare he was hired in mber 2006,
rom my standpoint, it was every-
thing I wanted in an AL." Dantonio said.
“It was a very big component of our
decision 1o come here as a family”
Not enly bas Hollis been a key fig-
ure in negotiating with coaches — he
also has helped bring in women's basket-
ball head coach Suzy Merchant, who ook
MSU 1o the Sweet 16 in her second sea-
som, and baseball head coach Jake Boss
Jr., who coached the Spartans vo thedr first
Rig Ten Tournament apy e in five
years — but Hollis .|1w has been influen-
tial in securing funds for facility upgrades.
Danionio said the construction of the
Skar rm] ‘pothall Center — a Si5 million
ml'hull

ball program. Since Hollis has taken his new
pasition, Ol College Field has undergone a
wransformation as well, as it is now home o
the brand new Mclane Baseball Stadium,
and DeMartin Stadium for the soccer teams,
e soccer stadium which we have now
here, I have talked to seme past ADs about
that, and they almost thought it was a pipe
dream,” said former men's soccer head
eoach Joe Baum. “1 thought T would be in
heaven before that stadium would be buile™
Rut that's just Mark Hollis. e not often
that a school’s athletics director will be able
o push such bold proposals with as gr
rate of success, but Hollis learned early on

See HOLLIS an page 2




