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This weekend's Festival of the Moon and Festival of the Sun in

Lansing’s Old Town are previewed at statenews.com

State orders unpaid days off to

save $22M in coming months

About 590 jobs on line in MSU budget

State operating appropriations

The amount of funding allocated to the university

By Kayla Habermehl
THE STATE NEWS

beout oo MSU employees’ positions
might be affected by the approximate-
Iy S50 million in cuts the university is

instivuting during the next two years,
MSU officials said. These cuts are an issue espe-
cially for nontenured faculty, whe see job securi-

ty s the No. 1 issue they face, said Richard Ma

der-

field, spokesman for the organizing committee of the
recently formed Union for Nentenure-Track Facul-

v and a visiting assistant professor of wriring, rh
oric and American cultures, The reductions com

MSU prepares for a possible $0.1 million decrease
in state funding, according to the budget guidelines

approved Friday by the M5U Board of Trustees.

Personnel problems

In addition to the possible 1.1 percent tuition hi
during the next two years, MSU will cut 1o percent in

unit operating budgets. That's 4 percent, or about $19.4

million, in 2009-10 and 6 percent in 2010

1, accord-

ing 1o the guidelines. The 1o percent reduction repre.

sents about $50 m

lion during the next two years,

Of that S50 million, about 87 percent is related o per-
sonnel and will affect about 590 positions. The magor-
iry. or 45 percent, of the personnel reductions will be

accomplished by not filling open positions; 16 per-

cent will be ewt by not reappointing fixed-term fac-
ulty; and s percent will be done through layolfs.
Manderfield said the cuts are particular-

Iy stressful on nontenured faculey.
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“Economic pressures fall disproportionately on
nontenured faculty,” Manderfield said. “We find
that to be unfalr and that's a concern of ours”

Noatenured, or fived-term, faculty hold an appoint.

ment for a set length of time. These appaintments

can be

rwed, but with the cuts looming, Mander-

field said concerns about job security are paramount.

“We really don't have the (job) securi
here are people in the union
who have been deding that for 20, 25 v A

age person,” he sabd.

See BUDGET an page 2
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by the state has decreased 6.53 percent overall
since the 1999-2000 fiscal year.
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*Percentage change from previous year. Number for 2009-10 has not
been finalized.

@ For an interactive version of this graphic, visit statenews.com.

EAST LANSING

City Council to discuss road, property issues

By Marissa Cumbers
THE STATE NEWS

Fast Lansing resicdents will be
seeing more touches of orange
if & $1.8 million bond for street
improvements is approved at
ronight's City Council meeting.
The council, which meets at
7 pum. in City Hall, 410 Abbor
Road, plans 1o discuss improve-
ments at various ocations in the
city, including sections of Besse-

maur and Columbine drives. The
518 million Michigan Transporta-
thon Fund Bond would allow for
streel improvements including
the resurfacing, installment and
replacement of curbs and storm
SEWETS.

“Wi have done some big proj-
ects, such as the widening of
Abbor Rroad, and we used up our
fund balance for (street) improve-
ments, Mary Haskell, East
Lansing’s finance director, “This

would be used to fund additon-
al projects.”

The project would take place
during Use next three fiscal years
and is estimated to cost $1.5 mil-
lion. It is budgeted at $1.8 mil-
lion for additional costs and mar-
ket changes.

The eouncil also will consid-
er the refinancing of two bonds
already established by the city.

Refinancing of the Unlimited
Tax General Obligation Refund-

ing Bonds would result in an esti-
mared savings of 2.2 percent, or
a wotal of S113,945, during the
remainder of the bond's issue,
which is up in 2008,
Remaining debt from the
General Obligation Limited Tax
Refunding Bonds would be refi-
nanced 1o create an estimared 5.2
percent savings for the city, or a
total of $242,115. That bond is up
in 2016,

“By refinancing these bonds,

the city’s debe payment will
lowered,” she said, “We will

Also on tonight's agenda
is the discussion of an agree-
ment between the city and
Hagan Realry.

“It just pertains w a shift
in the consent agreement
between the city and Hagan

See COUNCIL on page 2

SCIENCE

MSU RECEIVES
$2.1M GRANT
TO RESEARCH
AUTISM CAUSES

By Marissa Cumbers
THE STATE NEWS

A $2.a million grant will
allow MSU to participare in
the largest study in history
1o examine the risk factors of
autism,

MSU Biomedical Research
Informatics Core, part of the
university's Clinical and Trans-
lational Science Institute, will
use funding from the Centers
for Dis ontrol and Pre-
vention to continue work for
the CDC’s Study to Explore
Early Development during the
next three years.

‘The eore will serve as a data
eoordinating center to identi-
fy causes of autism, said Philip
Reed, director of the Biomedi-
cal Research Informatics Core
and researcher on the study.

“In order wo either prevent or
cure the disease, it is necessary
for us to understand the causes,”
e said. "It isn't understood what
the risk factors are, and this is
a large epidemiological study 1o
answer those questions.”
study is being coordi-
six additional research
sites across the country,

“What we have done is built
an informartics system rhar
allows the management of the
sy ar all these different gires
(and) allows the data to go inte
that system,” he said

At the other sites, the 10-year
study will identify whar pues
children at risk for autism and
developmental disabilities, and
the MSU site will coordinate
the data,

Because of the study’s range,
the data system will han-
dle approximarely 100 mil-
lion data elements, including
Esth genetic and envi
tal causes of a
said.

In a collaborative study, a
data center such as the Bio-
medical Research Informatics
Core is necessary to organize
data consistently and maintain
accuracy, said Nigel Paneth,
an M5U epidemiclogist and
researcher on the study.

“You need big studies 1o
make a nd as soon as
you have % study, you
need people to manage data,”
Paneth said.

MSU's role in the study as
a dara cemter will present the
university as a site where large

See GRANT on page 2

CAMPUS

Refugees strive for work in U.S.

By Zane McMillin
THE STATE NEWS

Wilhelmina Hokder said she still
has trouble finding her place in
the LS. work foree since flecing
Liberia in 1085, fiv % after
her father, whio ilso wis the pres-
ident, was i

the first National Conference on
Refugee Professional Recertifi-
cation, a two-day event co-host-
ed by M5U and Baltimore-based
Rel a nonprofit project
thar consults with refugees and
various refugee-help organiza-
tiens, said Linda Rabben, a staff

Wow working as a public health
physician and executive directoer
of the Women's Initiative for Self-
Empowerment in anil, Minn.,
Helder said there + institu-
tional biases about whether immi-
grants and refugees in the U.S.
should be provided quality job
opportunities.

“Here, it was very difficulr ges.
ting a job in the health system,”
she . “I've never been able
to get a leadership position in
the departmemt of health where
I should be with my leadership
capabilities and my background
asa public health physician.”

Hedler was present Manday at

the event's organizer.

“Many of the refugees that
come here are very seriously rrau-
matized,” she said. “Theyve seen
horeible things and it's very diffi
cult for them to get the help that
they need to integrate into Amer-
ican society.”

Retraining and recertifying ref-
ngees who once held professsonal
peitions in thedr courtry of origin
for domestic employment is ben-
eficial because, in the long run,
they will be able wo diversify and
make important coneributions
the U8, job marker, she said.

“These very highly trained and

experienced professianals have a

lot 1o contribute o ULS, sociery,”
she said, “They're sager to work
and (they) face all these obsta-
cles that keep them from work-
ing in their field.”

Resina Hassoun, an MSU assis-
tant professor of anthropalo-
gy who was scheduled to speak
today at the conference. said she
was concerned for the future of
refugee employment in the U.S.
because of several Eactors, inchud-
ing diserimination and the eco-
DOMIC Fecession.

“What we have is a downturn
in the economy,” she said. “What
we have is large numbers of peo-
ple who are searching for johs.
I's very easy to scapegoat and
o also diseriminare against our
refugees.”

Hassoun, whose family came
o the LS. as refugees from Pak-
istan, said this can be offser by
raising awareness of the plight

See REFUGEES on page 2

" one of the

fields. Shortly after, Perez-Brennan spoke ata




