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Weather

Sunny
High 78° | Low 47°

Three-day forecast, Page 2

Reporter Krystle Wagner reviews film
festival held weekly in E.L. park

E.L. planning department director
set to retire at end of month

CAMPUS+CITY, PAGE 3

JOURNALISM

(OMM. ARTS
DEAN SILENT
ON REMOVAL
OF DIRECTOR

By Zane McMillin
THE STATE NEWS

For almost two weeks, Pame-
la Whirtten, dean of the Col-
lege of Communication Arts
and Sciences, has been mum
about the status of both the
School of Journalism and its
former director, Jane Briggs-
Bunting.

Briggs-Bunting was asked 1o
resign or face suspension after
the dean took office almost
two weeks ago. Journalism
students have questioned the
decision and have received no
word from Whitten, who has
not spoken publicly about the
incident,

Repeated attempts by The
State News o speak with Whit-
ten have been unsuccessful

Reporters from The e
News have visited Whitten's
office several times and only
briefly spoke with the dean
regarding the status of Briggs-
Bunting on ene occasion. On
the first amempr, Whitten's per-
sonal stafl directed all med
inguiries to university spok
man Terry Denhow, who has
declined several times to com-
ment on personnel matters.
Also during thar firse attempr,
Kirsten Khire, communications
manager for College of Com-
munication Arts and Sciences,
told The State News that no
new developments with regard
o Briggs-Bunting had sccurred
and attempes to wait and speak
with Whitten would produce
only the same comment from
the dean.,

When asked to comment
while leaving her office Tues-
day, Whitten referred media
inguiries to Denbow,

“There is nothing anyene
else can say other than what [
said (last week),” Denbow rold
The State News on Tuesday.

Anattempt w reach Whitten
for comment at home Sunday
also failed,

When a reportel owed
up to speak with itten on
Thursday abour communica-
rion policies in the School of
Journalism, the dean’s office
was promptly closed for the

See DEAN on page 2

By Kl}'ln Habermehl

His family sold their
farm o pursue oth-
er careers, bur the
agribusiness manage-
ment senior and presi-
dent of FarmHouse Fra-
ternity said he possi-
bly will pursue agri-
culrural policy because
farming is such a
large part of his life.

“It's something
that's kind of in your
blood,” Thon said.

“1 worked on a farm
all through school and
1 decided to do agri-
culture — I come from
a farming family.”

Thon is a member of
a new generation thar is
planning on going inte
the constantly changing
world of agriculture.

“We farm complete-
ly different than we
used 1o — [ eould
write a whole book
on how agriculture
has changed in two
years,” Thon said.

“It's not Old MacDon-
ald on the farm with
a pitchiork. It's a sc:-
ence and a business.”

Learning curve
The most preva-
lent change and obsta-
cle to this new gener-
atien of farm
lack of infor:
public knows about
farming, Thon said.
“The kiggest thing
changing in agricul-

SEAM COOK/THE STATE NEWS

a chunk out of her ear to collect a DNA sample, as sheep
#9171 struggles to get away Thursday at the Sheep Teaching and Research Center on
Hagadom Road, DNA wilmlwmdlulvdlkmdth-m‘ln which farming has

changed 9

1 by her head while animal
ture is people are far-
ther removed frem the
farm and they don't
understand why we do

ta do anything to put us in danger. let alone anyone elsa”
Greg Thon, agribusiness management senior

Rooted in tradition

Students look to agriculture for careers; some carry on family legacy of farming

he sight of a barn and sound of & trac-
tor mean something diffes
Then than to most people. Thon grew
up on a farm, and instead of leaving it
in his past, he's pursuing agriculture

nt to Greg

furure,

what we do and how

According ro the data
from the zooo Census,
about 220 million peo-
e, or about 79 per-
cent, of the U5, pop-
ulatien lives in urban
areas. The remain-
ing 21 percent, or
about 50 million peo-
ple, live in rural areas.

According to the U.S,
Department of Agricul-
ture's zoo7 Census of
Agriculiure, the number
of farms has increased
by about 75,000, or
about 3.6 percent, from
2002 to 2007, bring-
ing the roral num-
ber 1o abour 2.2 mil-
linn. 15 this num-
her increased, the total
land devoted to farms
decreased by about 1.7
percent, or abour 16
million acres, to about

alumnus and herdsman
at MSU's Swine Teach-
ing and Research Cen-
ter, sald ar one time,
maost people knew
someone who owned
or worked on a farm.
“(People are) so far
removed from fami-
ly farms — 20, 25, 50
YEATS BZ0, ANYONE ¥

some link to agricul-
ture, whether it be to
a grandparent hav-
ing cows and chick-

i, “It's
ymore,

ens,” Turner s
not that way 3

See FARMING on page 2

“We grew up on that land, we drink that water and eat that food as well. We're not going

COMMUNITY

Farmer’s market makes fresh debut into E.L. community

By Zane McMillin
THE STATE NEWS

For Matt Corrion, farming
isn't just hard work — it's a
family legacy.

Corrion, whose family runs
Corrion Farms in Essexville,
Mich., and produces a pleth-
ora of crops, continued more
than 25 years of tradition Sun-
day at the East Lansing Farm-
er’s Market, The market was the
first such event te occur in the
«city in abour a decade.

“Business has been really
good roday. The ﬂulgurnm
ple who are really h1|1|1\ we're
here,” Carrion said.

Fifteen Mlchlgan -hased ven-
dors sold locally grown produce
and other goods at the market
at Valley Court Park, 400 Hill-
side Court, and many sold out
befare the event concluded at 3

p.m., market manager Michelle
Carlson said.

She said the market serves
important funcrions, such as
Bringing the community togeth-
er to support local farmers and
businesses.

“I think the event is ilnpor-
tant for many reasons,” she
said. “One, it's a great com-
munity eve nilies are
out here enjoying a nice Sun-
day afternoon. It’s very good
for the local farmers for their
own businesses, and to keep
farming going around here.™

Michigan's tradirion in farm.
ing coupled with the health
henefits of consuming locally
grown produce add to the ben-
efit, she said.

“Everyone's coming together
for a common purpose and it's
really festive,” she said.

Local businesses

present Sunday, including El
Azteco, Grand Traverse Pie Co,
and the East Lansing Food Co-
Up. or ELFCO.

n't believe how busy it
5 CO employe her
Fick said, “In the first hour we
sold out of many of our things.
I think people are just excited
that there’s a market so close
& they live.”

. sold items 1o supple-
ment the goods that farmers
were selling. such as bread,
drinks and packaged goods,
she said.

Corrion, whose family partie.
ipates in four {amm-r w miarkets
in Michigan, said
part of participating in events
like Sunday’s is interacting with
community members,

1 really like coming here,
g to the people and sell.
ing stuff. It helps support the

KATIE RAUSCH/THE STATE NEWS
While Sacri Kobayashl pays for produce, Takayokl Kebayashl,
center, holds thelr son Ryo, 5, Sunday afternoon while the three
wvisit the summer’s first East Lansing Farmer’s Market.

Iocal econamy and (helps bring)  Lansing residents Jim and
Michigan back up,” he said.  Wendy Fall said they decided

to check out the farmer’s mar-
ket Sunday because they want-
ed to take a look at the locally
grown and produced goods.

“I think that 2 lot of the food
that gets grown in Mi
gets sent somewhere
eaten by people and ...

along
the way it sort of loses its luster
and a lot of its nurritional val-

ve, 20 having something th
grown right in your own
yard is better for you,” \'\md)‘
Fall said.

Richard Bowie of Owosso
Organics said he sold our of
most of his produce before the
event’s end.

“1 think that once the product
smares rolling in, people will be
rewarded so they'll come back,™
Bowie said.

He said farmer's markess are

s

See MARKET an page 2



