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Weather

Partly cloudy
High 81° | Low 58°
Three-day forecast, Page 2

Obama comes to Mich. to
discuss importance of college

CAMPUS+CITY, PAGE 3

MSU, local officials brace for
possible swine flu outbreaks

CAMPUS+CITY, PAGE 5

Lansing cafe offers drinks,
food, unique atmosphere
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City Center II not foreclosed, Huntington notice was mistake

By Hate Jacobson
THE STATE NEWS

A notice of foreclosure that
was published July ¢ regarding
a large-scale downtown develop-
MENE Project was an erpor, said
Eric Sanko, vice president of spe-
cial assers ar Huntington Nation-
al Bank.

The notice, which was pub-
lished in the Ingham County
Legal News, stated the Ciry Cen-
ter [ Praject has about $3.6 mil-
lion due on its mortgage. The
nwrtgagx belongs to City Center
Ir

and Grand River and Evergreen
avenues.

Strathmore President Scott
Chappelle said
the notice was
an error and
the company

as resolved

|y the issue with
== Hunting-
- ten_ National
Bank.
Statan There was

no foreclosure,” Chappelle said.
“It has been resolved.”

Sanke said Huntington was
i iations with

. Devel-
opmcmt.ompanv
Ciry Center Il is a $116.4 mil-
lion mixed-use building slated for
the area bound by Abbot Road

about the mortgage. A notice of
foreclosure was sent o the Ing-
ham County Legal News while
Huntington and Strathmen: were

in negotiations. Before
could stop the notice, it
wins being published.

nko

cady

CITY GF EAST LANSING

“Our attorney did send the
notice, but then negotiations con-
tinuesd with our customer and we

tried to stop the Legal Times Frum

projects. The city of Ann Arbor
claimed filed doc-

it, but, Iy,
we were too lnte.~ Sank said,

City Manager Ted Staton said
the project is up e date and noth-
ing has fallen behind.

“I know from our standpoint,
sverything is current on those
properties,” he said.

Staton said with the current

financial markes, banks are being
very protective of thelr assers and
many developers are having rrou-
quiring funds,
The world is upside down,”
Seaton said, “Nothing planned
W Years age is going w be car-
ried our the way it was planned
Two years ago.”

Strathmore has had Anancial
troubles in the past with ather

uments late on a project, caus-
ing a check o bounce. The proj-
ect is currently stalled. Howev-

b erything

in order and that the notice wis
a mistake.

“0ur financing is in place with
Hunrtington Bank and there are
na issues,” he said.

City officials still have confi-
dence in Strathmore.

“There is ne forechosure action.
(Huntington is) satisfied,” Sta-
ton said, “If the entity to whom
Strathmore owes millions of
dollars, if they are satisfied with
Strathmore's financial conditions,
why should we not be?™

HALI:—BI_OOD PRINCE A HIT

By Daniel I.usoombe

Ithough “Harry Potter and the Half-
Blood Prince” did not play until 12:05
a.m. Wednesday, Carina Tech arrived ear-
ly to make sure she was the first in line.

“We gor here at ous in
the morning, before the
doars opened,” Teoh said.

The fils tation of
LK. Rewling's sixth book
in the popular series about
the life of a boy wizard pre-
miered Wednesday and the
lines of eager fans ar NCG
twood Cinemas, 2500
Showtime Drive, in Lan-
sing, stretched out into the
street and wrapped around
both sides of the building.

mllkq and aml:lpmlng

15

Ohkemas resident, ]Iax
ry Potter is more than o
fad. Teoh, who first began
reading the series ar age
6, said the books and their
chi ers have made
a big impact on her.

“The story is just amaz-
ing, |hcrcs so much relat-

a big part of my life
be able to say that [ was first
in line for the mov

Peggy Teoh, Carina®
er, said she was anboard
with her daughter's request

o get in line early. Peg-

2y said she also is a fan

of the books and thar

the closest thing she can
= Hi

lemania of hn youth,
“Thar was just sit-
ring around listening

o records,” she said.
During the almast

15 hours of waiting for

the film te show, the

group stayed occupied

by rereading Harry Poa-

ter books, playing cards

and watching movies.

Dressed to impress
Shelby Goss, a resi-
dent of Charleveix who
came to see the film with
friends, wi the cos-
tume of the Harry Pot.
ter character, profes-
sor Sybill Trelawney.
“Well, we were com-

in costume,” Goss
The night was spe-
cial for Goss because
the film, which began
Jjust afver midnight, pre-

See POTTER on page 2

Carina Teoh,
15, waits with
her mother,
| Pegay, right,
at 2:30 p.m. as
| they pass hour
five of their
wait to see
the midnight
showing

the cinema
openad to be
the first parson
inline. “It's &

be first. “It's
something
1will teldl my
grandkids
about when

SEAN COOK/THE
STATE NEWS.

®) To see people in Harry Potter costumes, visit statenews.com/multimedia.

POLITICS

Lt. Gov. Cherry in favor of keeping Mich. Promise

By Zane McMillin
THE STATE NEW:

Michigan L. Gow. John Cher-
ry was on campus Wednesday
o speak in support of the Mich-
igan Promise Scholarship, a
merit-based student grant that
provides up to 54,000 to stu-
denrs who complete up 1o rwo
years of post-secondary educa-
tion in the state,

The rally kicked off a state-
wide campaign te save the
scholarship, which the state
Senate recently voted o slash
from Michigan's budger, zaid
Mitchell Rivard, president of
the MSU College Demo 5,
which hosted the event

“Ninty-six thousand students
across Michigan are depend-
ing on the Michigan Promise
to help them pay their expens.
ex for school this fall,” Cherry

Darren Kregger, Valley student,
word t. Gov. conter, ot the
arally at the

safd. “It's a program that we
ought to expa cut, if
we want our children to find

KATIE RAUSCH/THE STATE NEWS

good jobs in the 218t century

economy.

Appreximately 11,000 MSU

students receive the Michigan
Promise Scholarship, Rivard
said.

“If you're lucky, vou have
enough maney to pay for col-
lege,” he s it most peaple
don't, and they're going to be
living in debt. They're going o
be taking out leans with high
interest. This is something we
need to get under contral.”
ra Klinger, a compar-
cultures and politics
sophomore, spoke at the ral-
Iy about how the scholarship
helped her family pay for aca-
demic expenszes. She said she
lify for financial

every little bit
rying to pay for

(MSL is) i |m:r¢asmg tuition
5.2 percent this year ard if (the
) hx

itting us from

both sides,” she said. “It’s
just not fair. It’s not right.”

The scholarship was first
created as rhe Michigan
Merit Award under former
Michigan Gov, John Engler
as a merit-based scholar-
ship that offered $2,500 to
students based on scores
arrained on the Michigan
Educational Assessment Pro-
gram, or MEAP, Gov, Jenni-
fer Granholm increased that
amount to 54,000 in 2006,
Cherry said. The scholarship
was renamed the Michigan
holarship thar

.

“Those who are able to
barrow tuition funding will
simply add to their heavy
debt load,” he said. “The
less fortunare will post.

See PROMISE on page 2

UNIVERSITY

Dean chooses
temporary
director of
journalism

By Zane Mcl\\lillin
THE STAT :

After weeks of uneertain.
ty among faculty and sro.
dents, Lucinda Davenport, an

MSU prof
sor of jour-
nalism, was
announced
Wednesday
as the inter-
im director
of the MSU
Schoal of
Journalism.

Daven
port's appoint
ment  was
announced
in a press
release twe
weeks after
the school’s
past director,
Jane Briggs-
Bunting Bunting, was
asked to resign or face suspen-
sion by Pamela Whitten, d
of the e of Commun
tion Art

“I'm very excited,” Daven-
port said Wednesday. “1 am
with a grear group of people
and there's no place to go bur
up.”

Whitten, who requested
Briggs-Bunting step down on
the same day she became dean
of the college, said Davenport
was selected as interim direc-
tor after she held a meeting
with school faculty lase week,
During that meeting, she asked
the faculty to submit nomina-
tions for the role.

Briggs-Bunting is the presi-
dent of the State News Board
of Directors,

“Dr. Davenport emerged as
the obvious choice,” Whitten
said. “(Her) first step is to hit
the ground running S0MmE
ambitious goals for the future
of the J-School”

Those goals, she said,
include turning the school
inte an international leader
that will shape and redefine
the field of journalism.

“She really needs to be able
te have the next 12 months or
50 to be able to jump in and
work on some immediate steps
1o move us toward this vision,”
Whiteen said.

Whitten said she request.
ed Briggs-Bunting's resigna-
tion to restructure her lead-
ership team.

“As a new dean, when you
come in you want to put

See DIRECTOR on page 2




