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Great Lakes Folk Festival to
take over E.L. this weekend

CAMP

CITY, PA

MSU runs program to help
foster chlldren adapt to college

People step into actionin
local square dancing club

FEATUR:

AGE 8

CRIME

SEARCH FOR
SUSPECTS IN
EXPLOSIONS
CLOSESIN

By Kate Jacobson
THE STATE NEWS

The East Lansing Police
Department has narrowed its
search for suspects involved
in four suspicious explosions
that occurred in East Lansing
since May.

The explosions occurred
during an almost two-month
span, with the first incident
May 25 at the intersection of
Grove and Elizabeth streets
and the most recent July 16 in
the intersec
Avenue and Fern 5t

East Lansing police Dutc-
tive Sherief Fadly said informa-
rion the department obrained
has produced a description of
two possible suspects for the
July 16 incident. Police believe
these people might have been
responsible for the three oth-
er explosions. Fadley said the
suspects might strike again in
the near furure,

“We believe strongly that
the suspect is in possession of
at least one more (explosive),”
he said.

Fadley said the suspeets are
white males in their mid to lae
208,

A witness said the suspects
invited themselves into a par-
ry the witness was at and told
him and a few others they pos-
sessed explosives. The wit-
to the two
suspects in his car but asked
them to leave when he became
uncomfertable.

“One of the suspects pro-
duced and showed a witness
a pear-shaped and pear-si
firework-like explosive,
Iy sid.

The witness also added that
the suspeet talked abour being
a repo man and had found the
devices in one of the vehicles
he had repossessed.

East Lansing police L. Kev-
in Daley said the explosions

nuially dangerous 1o

So far, only property has
been damaged, inclading
a June ¢ explosion causing
damage to the Cron Manage-

See EXPLOSION on page 2
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While Lake in Bethel, N.Y.

This at the Music and Art Fair in the Catskill
By Zane MeMillin Clllnglng u\nﬂim.
THE STATE NEWS

har started off as & musical festival 40 years
ago on farmland near Bethel, K.Y, ultimarte-
Iy became a symbol of an enormous move.
ment within America’s youth culture.

Woodstock, a four-day series of musical performances in
August 1969 that avracted about 500,000 people 1o watch per-
uch as Jimi Hl:l)dux Joe Cocker and tse Gratelul Desd,
n history that marked a beeak from

b of the 19505, said Gary Hoppenstand,
an MBS professor ufWHum:. rhetoric and American culures,
here were a variety of soclal movements oceur-
ng that radically transformed society,” Hoppenstand said.

“Woodstock was one of the grear symbols of thar era.”

assassination of President John F, Ken-
nedy, the Viemam War and the civ-
il rights movement all contributing o
growing discontent among the young-
er generations t i
apart from mainstream culture,
was an expression of indepen-
dence,” Heppcmtand said. “Sex, drugs
and rock *n’ roll ... were L!'}‘Lﬁlﬂl\:
of people who said, ‘We don’ y
in your systen; we don’
such things as the Vi
Mark Grebner, an East Lansing-based
political consultane and Ingham Cwn—
1y commissioner, said Woodstock was
thee culmination of a series of events of a

much larger movement called “the 6oe™
“[The '6os) marked a break with the
social order that had preceded it,” he
said. “The sense that America was a
controlled socicty where the authori-
ties had more or less unlimited pow-
e to control peoples” lives .. that aeti-
tude was destroyed by the ‘os.”

Less ‘white bread"

That break from sociery, he said, was
enough 1o set America on a course that
completsly changed the face of soci
ey, namely from a predo
patriarchal one to one in which free-
dom of choice and the open opposition
of government became more prevalent.

See WOODSTOCK ont page 2

UNIVERSITY

MSU waits on investigation of fair
labor practices of clothing company

By Meredith Skrzypezak
THE STATE NEWS

A company known for man-
ufacturing goods with MSU
logos and trademarks has been
“put on notice” by the univer-
sity in light of growing allega-
tions that it permits unfair labor
practices.

Russell Athletic has license
agreements with MSU permit-
ting itto m'!ltt. Spartans apparel,

business with the company or its
parent, Fruit of the Loom, said
Jack Mahoney, a United Students.
Against Sweatshops strategic
campaigns staff member.

“The reality is that a facto-
ry where working conditions
are good and where workers
rights are respected is more the
cxocp(lon than the rule,” he said.
way [0 engage is by
where we feel the
hts ... are especial-

but the university w
pull the plug on current license
agreements and renewals July
23. If Russell doesn’t meet cer-
tain labor requiremnents, univer-
sity officials have said they will
end ties with the company,
More than go colleges and
universities across the coun-
try, the United Kingdom and
2 have either eut eurrent
license agreements or stated
they will not enter into future

Iy
Labor standards at Russell fac-
rories in were called

of FLA. “The union alleged
that the factory was not
being closed because of busi-
ness decisions, but because
the company wanted o do
away with the union.”
Russell is in a remediation
process and was placed on
special review by the FLA on
June 25 1o work on the reme-
diation points for o days.
“There's definitely some
allegations brought against
us that are false, but there
are definitely some areas of
for us,” said

into question, the latest after the
Jerzees de Honduras factory was
clased in January 2009, when
the company cited a lack of busi-
ness as the reason for closure.
“The company alleged thar it
was closing the factory because
of a lack of business," said Jorge
Perez-Lopez, the executive diree-
tor of the Fair Labor Association,

Catherine Gamman, the
senior director of advertis.
ing and media relations for
Russell. “Wee have made prog-
ress, but we have not made
enough.”

MSU will wait to confirm
the company has raken all

See LABOR on page 2

NATION

Bill could ban texing while driving

By Meredith Skrzypezak
THE STATE NEWS

o sommiz, texting while driving
isa skill learned by precariously
typing a message on a cell phone
while steering, but lawmakers are
wrying to put the brakes on this
practice with a bill to han rexring
while driving.

U.5. Sen, Charles Schumer,
DMLY, introduced the legisla-
tion July 29 to ban all texting or
e-mailing in motor vehicles across
the country and failure 1o com-
ply would mean a loss of federal
highway funds for states.

Schumer was joined by .S,
Sen. Robert Menendez, D-N.J,
.5, Sen. Mm’y Landrieu, D-La.,

d Sen. Kay Hagan,
in the introduction of
the legisation.

A study performed by the Vir
ginia Tech Transportation Insti-
e, released July 27, reported the
rigk of crashing or being invelved
in anear erash was about 23 times
higher while text messaging.

“Studies have shown over and

"Studies have shown
over and over that
texting while driving is
dangerous and it's time
to take action to prevent
the tragic accidents tha!
result fram this activity,”

Charles Schumer, LS. senator

over that texting while driving is
dangerous and it's time to take
action to prevent the tragic acci-
dents that result from this activi-
Sehumer said in a statement.
ith this new legislation, driv-
ers will finally be held responsi-
ble for dangerous behavior that
puts the public at risk.”

This type of legislation might
spark action an similar stare leg-
iskarion, seare Rep. Lee Goneales,
-Flint Tenwnship, saic.

Gonzales introduced a state
House hill in February that
would ban talking on cell phones
and rexting while driving in
Michigan.

It b0 be @ one-two punch,”

he said. “If we can get some

momentum at the national lev-
el and at the state level, | think
.. they know we shouldnt be
doing certain things while we're
driving”

Enforcement of the legisla-
tion might be difficult, state Ry
‘Wayne Schmidt, R-Traverse City,
sald.

“That's what the question
comes down to is how do you
truly enforce this?" he said.
we see continuing trends of acci-
dents caused by texting or using
cell phones ... then we might ham
1o Jook a1 further measure:

The Michigan State Police, or
MSP, declined to comment on fed-
eral legislation but said rexting
while driving is not supported at
the state level.

“Tir text reguires your hands,
youar epes and your attention, all
of which should be focused on
driving.” MSP spakeswoman Mel-
ody Kindraka said.

It might be difficult for law
enforcement officers to deter.

See TEXTING on page 2



