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Untracked teachmg assistants

By Heather Guenther
E STATE NEWS

hey know your name, and, in an increasing num-

ber of MSU classes, they control your educarion.

MSU graduare reaching assistant positions increased

Trom 175 W 1,174 between 2e03 and 2008, accord-
ing to data provided by the Office of Planning and Budgess, But
how many of those TAs will find themselves alone in the class-
room with a group of students each semester? Senior Associ-
ate Prevost June Youart doesn't know. And she's not alone.

No one at the uni
courses, officials said.

If they lecture th

¥ is tracking overall TA involvement in
days a week or lead
A recitation section, we don't have that information centrally and

reason for us 1o
every individ-
ual (TA) assignment is deter-
mined at the department Jev-
el,” Youatt said, “It's always
been organized that way.”

As tuitien a1 MSU continues
1o increase — $2,000 more since

there is o
have it be

money could be berter sme

helpful as far as supplement
ry educartion, but | prefer a pro-
fessor be the main instructor.

2005-06 for under | tak-
ing 15 credits per semester for
one academic year — some stu-
dents question if their money is
giving them a quality ed

Graduate School Dean Kar:
en Klomparens said various pro-
fessional training sessions and
constant ation with

Amanda Gross, a human
biology sophomere, said she
doesn't believe a 5 an ade-
quate substitution for an estab-
lished MSU professor and her

a TA's faculty mentor minimize
the need for a central trac
svstem of the unive
“Do you think TAs want to
report everything they doin a

classroom 1o seme central data-
base? Does some: ntral-

Iy want to track this? For what
purpose?” Klomparens wrote
in an e-mail, “I don’t think it
would be useful. | trust the fac-
ulty and the employing units

o provide training 1o the TAs,
to tell each TA what his or

her responsibilities are in the
classroom, to provide evalua-
tion at the end of every semes-
ter so that the TA can improve
(and) to have the undergrads
use SIRS or (a) similar format
to comment on the instruction.”

See TAs on page 24

® To see a video of a teaching assistant explaining why the job is important, visit statenews.com/multimedia.

MICHIGAN

Granholm to veto Promise elimination, fight for education funding

By erim Cumbl:rs

Thursday to veto any state bud-
get agreement that eliminates
the Michigan Promise Scholar-
ship and deep curs to spending
for schools and public safery after
legidkators miswed the Oct. 1 dead-
lime e setthe the budges.

The state House and Senate
failed to scttle the state’s $2.8 bil-
lion deficit Wednesday and the
state shut down for twe hours
Thursday. As a compromise, the
Legistarure and governor agreed
on a 30-day budget released by

the Senate. The temporary bud-
get will continue stare spending
at last year's rates with some addi-
tional cuts giving legislators one
mnth to agree on how to balance
the S40 billion budget.

‘Granholm said in a press con-
ference Thursday the additional
sodays will allow her to careful-
Ty e e all of the hudger hills.
The goal i o creat anced
budget that keeps palice officers
and fire fighters employed, cre-
ates new jobs and helps residents
afford college, she said.

“The budget the Legislature

has passed failed to do all of
these essential things,” Granholm

said. “That's why [ will continue
to fight for the right budget for
Michigan.”

Throughous the day Thursday,
the House and the Senate were
back in session working toward a
budget for the governor o sign.

“Well, we are bouncing things
besck and forth berween the Iousc
and the Senate right now,”
Rep. Rick Jones, R-Grand mlw
saiicl, “Wee hawve just seen a report
that the governor already doesn't
like same of it and has threatened
1o veto seme of our work."

Prios 1o passing the emporary
bueget bill, bath the House and
the Senate approved a higher edu-

«cation budget that cuts the Mich-
igan Promise Scholarship and
eliminates $60 million in finan-
«cial aid. Cutting the scholarship
saves about $140 million.

A bill introduced by the state
House last week could restore
S1z0 million to th

State Rep. Mark Meadows,
D-East Lansing, who voted to
cut the Promise, was unable to
be reached for comment,

Experts have said reinstate-
ment of the Promise by the Repub-
lican-| chScnalc is unllkcb lea-

bast there is o way 1o fund it st
this point, sabd state Rep. Joan
Baer, D-Lansing. Possible soure-
o5 of revenue could inchd ax
on pop and water bottles,

“1 am still working really hard
1o be sure that we ger the sup-
plemental funded 1o be sure we
can live up to that promise,” Bay-
er said.

ing 50,000 tu-
dents hanging in the balance.
“1said Twould e every ool at
ry power inchading veto to keep
the Promise,” Granhalm said,
Last year, MSU received about
$44 million from the stare to dis-
teibute in financial aid, said Val
Meyers, associate director of the
MSL Office of Financial Aid.
MSU Trustee Donald Nugent

said not knowing where the uni-
versity stands with the state bud-
et is fruseraning, becawse the uni-
versity needs to know how it will
procesd with finances,

“Just not knowing — not hav-
ing a set plan w work by — s very
difficuls,” he said.

For some stsdents, the main
frustration revolves around
the uncertainty of the Promise
Funeling,

“It’s the Michigan Promise.
They promised students they
coubd have these scholarships;
they should keep it” elemen-
tary education senior
Kime said.




