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Championships and All-Ameri bl

and jaw pp plays. The 2000-09
decade has given MSU sports fans memories they will

(.
The MSU men's ml team, |¢¢ by the “Flintstones,” won the 1999-2000 national

never forget. The next eight pages are filled with the championship by beating Florida 89-76 at the RCA Dome in Indianapolis, Ind.
best of the best in the last decade of MSU athletics.

— Compiled by the State News Sports Desk, State BES[ EA

News file photos featured ' TEAM

1.1999-2000 men's basketball — Ten years later, no

team has matched the Flintstones' leadarship, talent and
entertalnment value.

2. 2004-05 women's basketball — The best team in
mragram history not only ran through the Big Ten and beat
13 nationally-ranked opponents, but was the No. 1 overall
sead in the NCAA Tournament, making it to the national
champlonship gama.

3.2006-07 hockey — The underdogs came out of nowhere
to win MSU's thi o its first in 21
years, upsetting anyone that came in its path.

4.1999 football — The school's best team since the 1960s.
Boasting 15 future pros, M5SU went 10-2, beat Notre Dame,
Michigan, Ohlo State and Penn State before beating Florida
in the Citrus Bowl on a last-second field goal.

5. 2008 men's soccer — The perfect mix of offense and
defense came together to form one of the best team’s in M5U
soccer history. And it at the perfect time — head coach
Jow Baum's last season at the reins of the program.
Honorable mention: 2000-01 men's basketball, 2000+

01 wemen's golf, 2001 women's eross country, 2002 field
hockey, 2006-07 golf, 2008-09 men's

To hear the sports desk talk
about its all-decade picks, visit
statenews.com/multimedia.

Jot B th head coach. On Nov. 2, 2008, he coached his
last home game at DeMartin Stadium at Old College Fleld in front of numerous soccer alumnl,

M e in 2000 National
down, .
to the tithe.
3.0
2008 — mehllrlhmﬂh‘l‘lnl‘nlﬂmmh
Tront of alurmni.
3. mmm—mwmmmm
¥ dunk.

me“ Duka and mqm Alln!

upset in pregram nmmmm Dﬂamd the coach
who abruptly left two years prior.

S S I
Oregon

MMWMMIMWMshmm"-M

Then-jur Daniel Vukovic, left, ‘Spartans' NCAA National
o forward Justin Abdelkader.
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Fans from across the state of Michigan traveled to Detroit for the 2009 to cheer on the MSU men's
team. before losing to North Carolina.

BEST GAME

1. Hockey vs. Besten College, 2007 — It's tough to top winning the natienal title on a geal with 18.9

seconds to play against the best team in the country. Jeff Lerg reached legendary status at MSU with

his perfarmance in this game.

2.Men's Vi, Mﬂl Aﬂd" k-and-forth ‘with a trip to the Final Four on

the line. Kentucky sent th disputed 3-pointer, but MSU weathered the storm

and put the Wildcats away In doubll ovartime.

3.2000 Citrus Bowl — A crazy season that included a highly publicized coaching change ended with

a game-winning 39-yard field goal with no time on the clock.

Lmlh&llmﬁm 2006 — Am&m!h&lwmlﬂﬂwﬂhlllanﬂ, saw a breath MI hen
a !&poln: deficit el )
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5. Men's basketball vs. Wisconsin, 2007 — Drew Neitzel put the Spartans on his shoulders for a

signature win that will go down as one of the best ever at Breslin Center. Oh, what a Neit.
mention: vs. lowa State, vs. Michigan (Cold War), 2001;

Football vs. Michigan, 2004; Men's basketball vs. Gonzaga, 2005; Football vs. Notre Dame, 2005
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