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Weather

Partly Cloudy

High 31° | Low 23*
Three-day forecast, Page 2

Former MSU student recently

named Chicago ‘It’ girl

ECONOMY

GOP budget
plan could cut
faculty salaries

By Marissa Cumbers
THE STATE NEV

Following last week's
announcement that Michigan will
face a deficit as much as Si.7 bil-
lion next fiscal year, lawmakers
from both sides
of the aisle are
searching fora
solution to the
state’s budget
crisis.

Because
federal stimu-
lus dellars are
drying up, L.
makers have to erase the deficit
without much assistance, which
could mean cuts affecting MSU
faculty and
students.

Michigan
Senate Repub-
licans pro-
posed a bud-
et plan Toes-
day that would
save the state
between 52.24
billicn and $2.6 billion, said Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mike Bish-
op, R-Rochester. The savings
would be made with govern-
ment reforms .||\|! curs, inchad,
ing a1 5 perce it £ all stanter
employees, |||r|||e||n? MSU facul-
ty and staff.
The Michigan economy
requires huge and immediane
attention to the size of our gov
ernment and the cost of our
government,” Bishop said, “We
have to stop treating the symp-
toms and trear the disease irself,
and we believe tha is the cost of
governme

The public servant pay cut
would save an estimated $1.2
billion, Bishop said.

Stare Rep. Joan Baver, [-Lan-
smg held a wown hall meeting

sday night 1o address Mich-

See BUDGET on page 2

ACADEMICS

MSU Academic
Governance
bylaws on hold

By Brittany Shammas
THIE STATE NEWS

Updates to M5U's Academ-
I Governance bylaws failed o
move past Facuity Council for
the second time this academ-
ie year after members sent the
final substantive piece back to
the committee-level Tuesday.

The changes, some of which
would restructure academ-
ic governance system com-
munication, are four years in
the making and involve minor
cleanups in wording and nam-
ing of governance bodies, as
well as the significant issue of
communication between bod-
ies, said Robert Banks, a senior
associate to the provost,

Ar Tuesday's meeting, Fac-
ulty Council approved sever-
al items designed to cles
the bylaws and make cou
names parallel. The remain-
ing issue. which was sent
back to the University Com-
mittee on Academic Gover-
nance, or | invalves the
reparting lines of the standing
committess

The communication con-
cern stems from a dichoto-
my berween redundancy and

control between the govern-

See BYLAWS on page 2

Comley impressed by team’s
ablllty to stay in games

SORT

Lansing airport starts flights
to Cancun, Mextco

CAMPUS+C

OBAM/AREPORT

— Compiled by Marissa Cumbers. lan Johnson and Andrew Krietz, The Stare News.
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BRYCE COLQUITT encLISH JUNIOR

Politiclans always seemed to be catering ro an older crowd,
which is why Bryce Colquitt gravitared woward Obama.

Colguiry, the president of MSU Students for Barack Obama during the pres-
idential primaries il e finally had ate in Obama who was con
cerned about education and issues facing young people today.

“[A lot of politicians) talk to people who are okler than us, and that's all they're con-
cerned about,” Colguirt said. “It's partly young people’s fault because we don't exert our-
sebves in the polirical process as much as we should ... He spoke 1o students and he
actually rried vo reach our and compel studems to get involved in the process.”

Although once Obama was elected president, Colquitt said the president nead
e to turn his priorities to issues such as the economy, health care and two
wars, which left Colquitt feeling like his voice wasn't being heard,

“I don't feel like he has made young people a focus, but I'm not nec-
essarily sure thar should be his priority right now,” he said

CHRIS NOFFZE roLmicaL THEORY

AND CONS ITIONAL DEMOCRACY SOPHOMORE

‘Obama made more than 500 promises on the campaign trail, and
although Chris Noffze didn't support Obama in his run for presiden, he said
it would be impossible for any candidate 1o meet every promise.
Noffre, who voluresred at campaign events for John McCain on campus said he has been
disappointed in how much time Obama has devoted o health care since the inauguration.
“When the cconomy is in the state in which it is and he is spending so much time on
health care reform it makes people wonder could that time be better spent,” he said.
The public's faith in Obama, including college students, is starting wo wane, Noffze said.
“It's too early to judge success of this past year,” Noffze sald. "Most people would say
we have to look at wha ke we are beaded on right now and a bot of Americans are
scared about where we are headed and that is definitely felt on MSU's campus, too.”

BRITTANY GRIFFIN comparaTve CULTURES

AND POLITICS SOPHOMORE

Two summers age, Rrittany Griffin w—n,ﬂl [m-d up aned ready
20, canvassing for Obama before E .
P.-npl.- {were) saying they strongly
was a different type of candidate,” Griffin said
Griffin's family always has been involved with the political process — her uncle
s state Rep. Martin Griffin, D- J.w]:wm (.uwu In:r polu .c.ul ideclogy and family his-
rory, Griffin said she s firse vear of work.
1 think he is doing khlnlhm&lh- best h|. can given the circumstances,” Griffin said. “His
major speed bump has been Congress. It's disappointing to see them being so ... childish.”
Griffin said she credits the president for continuing to lis-
ten to the American public through his first year in office.
“I think it's pretty big that he's doing a lot of the same things e did while cam-
paigning,” Griffin said. “I think it's awesome be's continuing to do thar®

BRAD DENNIS inTERNATIONAL RELATIONS JUNIOR

Brad Dennis knew the 2008 election would be pivotal. When he found
John MeCain wouldn't be the ecountry’s next president, fear set in.

I felt pretty poorly abowt whar policy was coming,” said Dennis, the former co-chair of Stu-
dents for John MeCain. “It isn't like we are surprised about the different policy trying to be
pushed through Congress now, whether it is cap and trade, whether it is health care or a sec-
ond stimulus.”

Many Americans would call Obama a “uniter,” Dennis said. Bur efforts w pass universal health
care and heal the economy ulling the country apart, he sa.

“[Congress is) not really wi ¢ to work with botly sides of the countr ¥ becawse they have the
enajority o and the ability te pass legiskation,” he said,

Obama’s efforts to pass universal health care are so urgent
mitments to the people, Dennis said,

“Not only does the nation not know whar is in the bill, despite the guarantees of a rranspar-
ent discussion of this bill ... alss with a bor of the favors and hack door deals granted, ir's becom-
ing obwious the legislation isn't going vo be a pie for people,” he said.

[

= t he is forgetting about his com-

BRAD O'NEIL INTERNATIOMAL RELATIONS JUNIOR

On this day last year, brad O'Neil celebrated five months of politi-
cal advocacy with millions of Americans in frigid Washington, D.C.

O'Neil said he is relieved to be celebraring Obama’s first vear in office in his warm apart-
ment and the changes of the past year will be at the forefron: of his thoughts,

“There has been a lot of criticism about how litthe accomplished. but T continue to
support President Obama,” he said. “He has taken the country in a fundamentally differ-
ent direction. He deserves our patience and our support so he does have a chance to follow
through on the promises he made on the campaign.™

The progress made toward universal health care and the closure of Guantanamo Bay prove
Obama's cation wo change, 0'Neil said.

But most importantly, Obama has creagec e in the American psyct

“His general approach to the world, his philosophy,” he said. “He has created an envi
ment conducive to preserving and maintaining the peace even in the midst of two warn:

® To hear more of the students” discussion about Obama, visit statenews.com/multimedia.
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MSU discusses options to cut faculty health care costs

By Brittany Shammas
THE STATE NEWS

Tdesas b rechace thee MSLIs
faculty health care costs by
nearly $1r million were pre-
sented ar Tuesday's Facul-
ty Council meeting as part
of what could be years of
changes to the university's
current system.

A switch from current health
care provider Physicians Health
Plan, or PHF, 10 Blue  Net-
wark, preservation of Communi-
by Blue as a health care aption
and creation of an MSU-pro-
vided health care oprion were
among the faculty health care
recommendations presented ar
the meeting.

The changes likely are some of

the biggest health care decisions
o happen ar the same time, said
Howard Hughes, chairman of the
Executive Committee of Acadern.
ic Council, or ECAC.
“The insurance prog
MU is under a lot of str:
id. 'L‘nmpamd o a lot ofuhor
it's srill prey good and
strong commitrment from
wpper admingstragion to mainsin

that some way o another; trying

o reduce the cost of it and keep
the coverage in effiec
The proposed changes are

expected to kead to a 16 percent
reduction in health care cos:
for the university, UCFA ch:
woman Deborah Moriarty said
Tuesday’s meeting. The universi-
ty spends about Sno million per
year on health care,

Changes are expected o be
implemented during the next few
with the first — the generic
preseribing program — goirg into.
ful'lt'ffl-ﬁ in March. Some facul-
mbers already have begun
swiching to generic drugs, Mari-
arty said in the meeting.

Under the UCFA recommenda-

See HEALTH on page 2




