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_EI| Broad College of Business

FOOTBALL

Dantonio
introduces
new, highly
ranked class

By Jeff Kanan
THE STATE NEWS

For MSU head football coach
Mark Dantonio, becoming a con-
sistent team in the Big Ten means
1<idmg rop-tier talent through-
out the course
of  several
SCASONS.

Dantenio
imtroduced
his second
straight top-
30 TECTUiting
class Wednes-
day ar Nation-
al Signing Day and was excir-
ed abour the potential of the 21
incoming players,

“What we've done is taken the
class of 22 players last year and
s\ackcd (this one) ngh(on top of
ir,” Dantondo said. “This is anoth-
er highly acclaimed and highly
ranked class, and it shows great
versatility with the players that
we have.”

Wednesday was the first day
high school seniors officially could
sign a national leter of irent o
universities.

The Spartans’ class, ranked
N, 29 nationally according to
the recruiting Web site Rivals.
com, features four players con-
sidered o have ar least four-star
talent, as well as a steady distri-
buution of players at each position.
Headlined by Detroit Southwes-
ern’s William Ghelston — the
only five-star recruir, according
o Hivals.com, 1o sign with a Big
Ten school — the Spartans’ class
of 2o1e includes five of the states
top nine players amd two fourstar
players from out of state.

Quarterback Joe Boisture of
Goodrich, Mich., linebacker Max

vl

tans’ in-state recruits.
along with running back Le"Veon
Bell (Reynoldsburg, Ohio), have
enrolled early ar MSU.
“T wamted b et alsend s
it Hill sanid of enrolling
I wanted to gLt a jump stare on
the foothall program and play in
the spring, and 1 felt that by me
doing thar gave me a good oppor-
tunity to showcase my skills ear-
Iy en instead of waiting until the
fall. I thought academically, this
would be an opportunity.”
MEU's class is considered by
Rivalscom o be among the wop in
the Big Ten in recruiting, behind
Penn State, Michigan and Ohio
State, After bringing in a class
ranked by some in the top 15 a
year ago, the Spartans have suc-

See SIGNING DAY on page 2

Women’s basketball team
rested for Penn State game
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MSU faculty, students seek to
enhance farrmng in Detroit
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GRANHOLM: RESTORE MICH. PROMISE

By Marissa Cumbers
THE STATE NEWS

ichigan Gov. Jennifer Gra-
nholm said during her eighth and
final Szate of the State address
Wednesday she will reinstate
the Michigan Promise Scholarship in her bud-
get proposal for the 2010-11 fiscal year,

In her speech ar the Capitol in Lan-
sing, the governor said she will fund the
sehedarship, restructuring it 1o keep grad-
wates in Michigan, However, she did
n weal how she plans to fund it
irtually every econemist and anyone who's
read the wanr ads recemly would agree —
roday's jobs demand a college degree or echni-
cal training,” she said in her speech. “Tonight,
Tam announcing that my budget for the vear
ahead will restore the Michigan Promisc Schal-
arship, identify a creative way to pay for it and
give it & new focus — keeping our young peo-
ple in Michigan when they earn their degrees.”
The scholarship was slashed in the pro-
cess of eliminating Michigan's $2.8 bil-
lien deficit in the 2009-10 fiscal year, leay-
ing abour 8,200 eligible MSU students with-
out the funding they were promised. Abour
96,000 students statewide lost funding.
holm spokeswoman, Liz Boyd, said
Is abaut funding the Michigan Prom-
Scholarship will be in the gover-
budget propesal for the 201011 fis-
cal year, which will be released Feb. 11.
Although parential funding for the schalar-

HANNAN ENGELEON/THE STATE NEWS

evening at the Capitol.

the future of our whole country, Whatev-
er we can do for them is worth every cent.”
Senate Majority Leader Mike Bishop, R-Rochester,

ship remains unknown, MSU officials were encour-
aged by Granholm’s proposal for its reinstatement.
“1 feel very geod about (the propesal),” MSU
Trustee George Perles said. “1 hope thar hap-
pens. We berrer educate our students. Thar's

See GRANHOLM on page 2

® To explore an interactive graphic comparing Granholm's previous addresses, visit statenews.com/multimedia.

Students rally to support higher education

I By Lauren McKown
2 THE STAT

ws

Fumiko Sakashita is on her own.

Like many other international students ar MSU, Sakashita, an
American studics doctoral student, looked forward o being a teach-
ing assistant w help pay for continuing her education. Howes
in light of the recent budger cuts st MSU, her goal seems less like-
Iy to pan aut.

“I'm living here by myself.” Sakashita said. *I have 1o support
miyself, The administration is not listening 1o students.”

Sakashita was one of more than 50 M5U students, donned in black
attire, who rallied at the Administration Building on campus and
the Capitel in Lansing on Wednesday 1o protest cuts in education
Sunding. The rallies ook place on t dday Michigan Guv. Jen-
nifer Granhodm held her final State of the Si address.

“We're wearing black in soli to visibly separate ourselves,”
said Gabricla Alcazar, an international relations and social rela-
vons and policy senior.

Before marching ro the Capitol, srudems siood on the steps of the
Administration Building, holding banners and signs in support of
education. The students hiad different concerns ranging from tuition
increase to recent cuts in the TA and undergraduate programs, Stu-
dents called upon the MSU Board of Trustees, President Lo Anna
K. Simon and Granholm to change their decision-making habits.

sakash d the M5U ad. ind the state need 1o have
students involved in the decision-making process.

LAUREN WOOD/THE STATE NEWS

Residential Cnlloul ll| th! Arts and Ilulninl!lu Jjunior Ruth Verdin yells into a bullhorn
Avenue toward the Capitol,

See RALLY on page 2

@To see a video of Wednesday's education rally, visit statenews.com/multimedia.

2009 DONATIONS DECLINE AT MSU, ACROSS COUNTRY

By Zane McMillin
THE

WS

Donations to MSU in 2000
fell 4 percent from the previ-
ous year, but the drop was low-
er than the Big Ten average.
according to a survey released
Wednesday.

The repaort, re
Couneil for Aid o
CAE, found the nation;
in giving decreased 12 percent
berween July 1, 2008, o June
30, 2009, The Big Ten averaged
about a 1o percent decrease.
n 1,000 institutions
e in the survey.

MSU placed fifth in the Big
Ten in terms of percentage
change. According 1o the sur-
wey, the university raised abour
S1z2.7 million in donations from
individuals, corporations and
other sources for the 2000 fis-
cal year. The university raised
about $128.1 million in 2008,

Rob Groves, MSL' vice presi.
dent for university advancement,
said MSL offici were e

of how many donatiens the uni-
wersity received in 2000 and that
the survey provides MSU with
an opportunity 1o make compar-
Bons nationwide.

He said althaugh MSU expe-

rienced a drop less than the
national average, the survey’s
results surprised him.

We knew our numbers, but
1think | was surprised that the
numbers were down so severely
across the country,” Groves said.
“It gives us a better benchmark
of whar's pening ar other
institurion:

The tap twe Big Ten schools,
— the University of lllinais
percent) and Penn State Univer-
sity (2.7 percent) — experienced
an increase in denations from
2008-00.

Purdue University's donations
remained almost equal between

the two years, decreasing only
0.1 percent.

Indiana University (-19.4 per-
cent), the University of Michi-
gan (-21 percent) and the Uni-

consin (167 per-
cent) had the largest decreases
in the Big Ten.

she is pleased with the universi-
ty's showing,

“The raising of external dol-
lars is a very important priosity
for the university and our goal i
o raise more money each year
than the year before,” Simon

said.

Groves said it is oo early
1w tell whar MSU can expect
in year ahead as far as
denations,

However, he said numbers tal-
lied last month indicated dona-
tions were up slightly compared
o the year prior.

Through the end of Decem.

we we v up a lit:
tle hit,” Groves said. “I think
there has been somewhat of an

improvement in the stock mar-
ket sinee last spring, so that has
been helpful.”

MSU Trustee Faylene Owen,
chairwoman of the MSU Board

of Trustees finance committee,
said although donations declined
in 2000, the small percentage
dec e shows the university
still has many supporters,

“Ibelieve that sur supporters
will continue to value Michigan
Stare and will do so in increas-
ing numbers,” Owen said in an
e-mail.

Groves
ing process is
job.”

He said MSU continues 1o use
actics, such as phone calls wo
alumni, 1o maintain denations

1 the fundrais-
er-cnding

1 neve

See DONATIONS an page 2



