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Blg Ten men’s
basketball
standings

Purdue (23-3 overall,
1-3 Big Ten)

Ohlo State (21-7, 11-4)
MSU (217, 11-8)
Wisconsin (20-7, 10-5)
Winels (1710, §-8)
Minnesota (16-10, 7-7)
Michigan (13-13, 6-8)

Morthwestern (17-10,
6-9)

owa (3-18, 3-11)
Inellana (317, 311}
Penn State (10-16, 2-12)

Ten women's
basketball
standings

Ohio State (26-4
overall, 14-3 Big Ten)
MSU (19-8, 10-6)
Purdue (14-12, 9-8)
Wisconsin (19-8, 9-7)
lowa {1512, 8-3)

Penn State (16-10, 8-8)
Northwestern (16-11,
7-9)

Michigan {14-12, 610}
Ingliana (13-14, 6100
Minnesata (13-14, 6-10)
Hlinois (13-13, 5-11)

RESULTS
Friday
Baseball B, Furman &

Softball 10, Wright
State 2

USF 2, softball1

Nabraska 6, men's
tennis 1

Ferris State 4, hockey 1

Saturday
Clemson 10, baseball 2

Morth Dakota State 2,
softballl

Hofstra 2, softball 1

Gymnastics 194.175,
MNew Hampshire 192.400

Hockey 3, Ferrls State 2

Sunday
Ohio State 74, men's
basketball 67

Women's basketball 71,
Ohic State 68

Baseball 11, Miami
(Ohio) &
Morth i 4,
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WRESTLING, PAGE 4B

The number of M5U senior wrestlers who
competed in their last home match Sunday at
Jenison Field House.

‘Making it happen’

Buckeyes fight back, but MSU
hangs on for 71-68 road
victory at Value City Arena

By Matt Bishop
THE STATE NEWS

olumbus, Ohio — After see-

ing its 13-poim lead wrn into
icit, the MSU

women's basketball team was
on the verge of a crushing defear to No. 7
Ohibo State. In front of a raucous crowd of

a three-poin

11,827 at Value City Arena, the Spartans
turned to junior guard Brittney Thomas,

Thomas sent the game to overtime with
a pull-up jumper with five seconds o play,
then scored five of her career-high 19 points
in the extra session to lead MSU to a 71-68
win against the Buckeyes on Sunday.
The win is M5SLU's third against
a top-1o team this season.
“Throughour the whole year, it's been a slow

See RECAP an page 28

Thomas finally shows scorers’
mentality, aggressiveness in win

By Matt Bishop
THE STATF NEWS

Columbus, Ohio — This time last
year, junior guard Brittney Thom-
as was on the sidelines after rear-
ing her anterior eruciare ligament.
While ghe was injured, Mia John.
son stepped in and assumed the paint

5
sive mentality to the position.
When warching film this week, MSU head
coach Suzy Merchant, a former point gu.urd
wet home to Thom
“Before the lllinois game, [ called
her in and said, ‘Remember when
you got hur(’ Our last six games, we
1 the PG. What was the dif-

Junier guard Bdtm 'momn drives the ball around Ohio State guard Amber Stokes during Sﬂmﬂw‘t
Ohio. Th

ANGELI WRIGHT/THE §

Merchant asked.

“She was a scorer,” Thomas responded.

TATE NEWS

game a
peints in the 768 o\nﬂim victory over the Buckeyes.

See NOTEBOOK on page 28

® For a photo gallery from Sunday's game, visit statenews.com/multimedia.

softball 0
Indiana 24, wrestling 15

THIS WEEK
Thursday

Women's basketball at
Purdue, 7 p.m.

Friday

Baseball vs. Seton Hall
in St. Petersburg, Fla.,
10.am.

Hockey vs. Bowling
Green, 6:05 p.m.

Saturday
Baseball vs, Loulsville
in Clearwater, Fla., 4:30
.

Softball at Cal State
Morthridge, 3 p.m. and
530 pm.

Hockey at Bowling
Graen, 7:05 p.m.

Sunday
Men’s basketball at
Purdue, 4 p.m.

Women's basketball vi.
Minnesota, 2 p.m

HOCKEY

Icers’ weekend split key for

CCHA Tournament seeding

By Alex DiFilippo
THE STATE NEWS

Friday's bus ride
heme from Big Rap-
ids wasn't fun for the No,

12 MSU hockey team.

The Spartans had just
played one of their worst
zames of the seazon, los-
ing 4-1 to No. 14 Ferris
State, MSU leoked com-
pletely out of sync, and
after the game, head coach
Rick Comley called out
work ethic,

Maybe last weekend's bye
week was to blame, or may-
be it was the new line com-
binations Comley tried ar
art of the game.
ither way, |hv pres.

1A standings.
Surely it wasn't the Spar.

tans’ best performance
on Sarurday night. Bur it
was enough ro get the job
done, defeating the Bull-
dogs 32 on a late game-win-
ning goal from junior for-
ward Drustin Gazley.

MSU now needs only
one point in its final week-
end of the season to secure
a first-round bye in the
CCHA Tournament.

The weekend split was
huge for the Spartans,

and h

in their last three games,

“I think this young team
It the pressure a h(-

last ¢ |>|||1'|' [’
nghr now, {

) we had a few peo-
ally struggle. But we
ather people really pick

it up. We need to win
games, and we found a
way 1o win this one.”

From the first shift of
Saturday's game, i
clear the Spar
out to avenge Frid
sloppy loss. MSU came
out of the gates with the
jump it was lacking Fri-
day night and junior for-
ward Andrew Rowe net-
ted the first MSU goal five
minutes inte the game.

Ferris State respond-
ed with a power-play
goal to tie up the game.
But. in his first game of
the season, senior for-
ward Jay Sprague unex-
pectedly gave MSU the
lead midway through
the second period.

The Bulldogs notched
the score at two thanks o
a shorthanded goal near

See HOCKEY on page 28

GERGIA RHODES/THE STATE NEWS

Junior forward Dustin Gazlay
night at Munn Ice Arsna.
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