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WASHED AWAY

One year after MSU's first snow day in decades, signs of winter have become scarce

By Andrew Krictz
krierzan@msi.edy
THE STATE NEWS.

It was dubbed Snowmaged-
don, Snowpocalypse and online,
snOMG.

Whatever you called it, the
February zomn blizzard dumped
more than a foot of snow on mid-
Michigan and flipped a typical
day at MSU on its head one year
ago today.

“I' was in the Women's Lounge
at the Union, keeping up with
what was going ol aid Alex
ahn, an interdiseiplinary stud-
ies in social science and health
studies junior.

She debated with herself thar
Tuesday — to party that night, or
not — and hoped for cancelled
classes. Her wish, like many other
Spartans’ wishes, came true.
Locking out any window in
East Lansing reday, one would
never know that a year ago
rodday was a winter wonderland,
Snow plows have gone unused,
Ugg Boots barely broken in and
warmer weather seems to be the
new noem.

And although her dreams came
true on Feb, 2, 2011 with a snow
day, Hahn — like many others
— isn't protesting the warmer
winter,

A ‘classic’ storm

“We got right in the sweet
spot,” said Bob Dukesherer, a
meteorologist ar the National
Weather Serviee in Grand Rap-
ids, of the storm that caused the
snow day.

A few days prior, meteorolo-
gists were rracking an area of
low pressure moving out of the
Rocky Mountains toward the
Grear Lakes region. Weather ser-
wice offices as far south as Texas
issued warnings for the impend-
2 storm, and a blizzard warn-
ing went into effect for East Lan-

sing on Feb, 1, 20m1 because of the
threat for snow, cokd and wind
thar night and the next day.

This system, along with a great
deal of moisture from the Gulf
of Mexico, created the conditions
necessary to drop more than 13
inches of snow on MSU, Duke-
sherer said, along with winds
gusting to near 50 mph.

“[Those storms) don't come
around thar often,” he said.

The jet stream, which directs
SLOF SyS1ems across the coun-
try, this year has oriented itself
wiest to cast rather than north to
south — which would bring cold-
er air from Canada to Michigan,
Dukesherer said,

“The cold air has been boutled
into Canada,” he said. “We've
been above average (rempera-
tures) pretry much all winter

to the

The storm in 2011 was enough
o kick in emergency procedures,
university spokesman Kent Cas-
sella said.

MSU officials — includ-
ing MSU President Lou Anna
K. on, Provost Kim Wilcox,
police, human resources staff
and others — occasionally con-
duct drills to test the prepared-
ness of the university in an emer-
gency situation.

In 2009, a flood emergency
seenario was carried out, Cassella
said. A year later, officials met to
practice how they would react if
an illness struck campus. And in
February 2o11, a real emergen-
cy oocurred,

“We don't want students to
walk out to class in these dan-
gerous conditions,” Cassella
said, referring to cold tempera-
tures and the wind chill. “Once
we reach those dangerous kevels,
we make a decision.”

See WEATHER on page 2

To watch a video of snow day memories
go to statenews.com/multimedia.
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CIVIL RIGHTS

City council
to support

ACLU same-
sex lawsuit

By Lauren Gibbons
gibbonsa@msuedu
THE STATE NEWS

The East Lansing City
Council voted unanimous-
Iy 1o support an American
Civil Liberties Union law-
suit against the state of Mich-
igan filed on Jan. 5 claiming
a law unfairly targets same-
sex couples,

Signed into law by Gov.
Rick Snyder on Dec. 22, 2011,
the state legislation in ques-
rion prohibits public employ-
ers, such as the city of East
Lansing, from providing ben-
efits 1o domestic partners,
including gay and leshian
couples,

The original legislation
alse banned domestic part-
ner benefits for employees of
public universities, bur thar
language was not includ-
ed in current law, Snyder
signed the bill after main-
taining that public universi-
ties should not be included
interprerations of the law.

‘Council voted to support
the ACLU lawsuit at its meet-
ing on Tuesday. East Lansing
Assistant City Attorney Tom
Yeadon said the city doesn't
have set plans as to how it
will assist with the ACLU
lawsuit yer, but the ator-
ney's office will work wi
ACLU to see what use the city
ean be 1o the suit.

“Basically, we're there o
help in any way that the
ACLU would deem appro-

ansing Mayor Pro
Tem Mathan Triplet said

See HOUSING on page 2

MSU introduces 18 incoming players on National Signing Day

By Dillon Davis
davisdig@msu.edu
THE STATE NEWS

For MSU head football coach
Mark Dantonio, recruiting has
everything to do with the pro-
gram's identi-
ty and where it
aspires w be.

Headlined
by four-star
recruits wide
receiver Aaron
Burbridge and
defensive hack

Demetrious Cox, Dantonio intro-
dhaced the 18 incoming players —
17 incoming freshman and one
transfer — to the MSU football
team on Wednesday at National
Signing Day.

“When you go out and you
recruir, first of all, 1 den't think
ir's a seience, you look for things
and people that are going o
improve your football team,” Dan:
‘tonio said. “When you boeok ar that
and the process and the cvalua-
tion process, a lot of that has w0
o with who we are as a program
and how we're going forward,”

Wednesday was the first day
high school seniors officially
could sign a National Lemer of
Intent to universities.

The Spartans’ class, which is
ranked No. 30 nationally behind
Big Ten opponents Ohio State
(No. 4), Michigan (No. 7), Nebras-
ka (No. 24) and Purdue (No. 341
according to college football
recruiting website Rivals.com,
fearures a cavalcade of player
skill positions to replace a tale
ed departing group. In an effort
o replace staples such as quar-
terback Kirk Cousins and wide

receivers B Cunningham, Kes-
hawn Martin and Keith Nichol of
the 2om1 squad, Dantonio scav-
enged talent from seven differ-
ent states, including continuing
his dominant presence in Michi-
gan and Ohio.

In addition to Burbridge and
Cox, the Spartans landed three
four-star players and 13 three-star
phayers, not including wide receiv-
er transfer DeAnthony Arnett.

Of the team’s new additions,
Arnextand three-star wide receiv-
er Kyle Kerrick are the only ones
o have enrolled early at MSLUL

“I want to be a big, strong,
fast receiver,” said Kerrick, who
s B-foot-3, 195 pounds and book-
ing to add close to 15 more pounds
before the fall, “I've got a lot of
things to work on in my game, the
route running, the getting off the
press, | want to be a big, fast and
strong receiver and get beter”

Dantenio redshirted all but two
of the 21 freshmen from his zon
recruiting class. With a class of 17
seniors departing from MSU fol-
bowing the 2on1 season, Damnto-
nio and his staff have

“immediate contributors” before
the start of spring practice.

“It's imporant o recognize
that our players have a lot to do
with this recruiting class, 1 would
publicly like to thank our play-
«ers and what they had to do with
recruiting this class,” Dantonio
=aid. “The numbers are not big,
but when you look at the num-
bers of our seniors this year, those
numbers were not big either. For
that point, we have a lot of play-
ers coming back, and IIIK- funlrr

his young team and will look for

is bright ar b
State”

SAFETY

Cafeteria overcrowding sparks controversy

By Rachel Jackson

jnckspioEmsn.edu
THE STATE NEWS

When no preference fresh-
man C<|55|(' Hrig nole first went
to Case Hall's new Sowth Pointe
cafeteria after it opened earlier
this semester, she saw people
standing against the wall.

In the first few weeks after
its opening, the cafeteria was
filled 1o the brim with stu-
dents standing on its perime-
ter walls or wandering around
waiting for a seat to open up,
she said.

“(I) can get a litle over-
whelming because of how

crowded it gets, so 1 wry and
o after the rush if [ can,.” she
said

Despite the opening of the
new cafeteria, other on-campus
dining areas — particularly the
Gallery ar Snyder and Phillips
halls — continue to have a high
turnout of patrons, Associate
Director of Residential Dining
Bruce Haskell said.

Haskell addressed the crowd-
ing issue with the Residence
Halls Association, or RHA,
last week after representatives
brought their concerns for stu-
dent safety because of the high-
raffic flow at some cafeterias,
askell said although the

Gallery is only about five
years old, some of its seating
has incurred damages from the
velume of students coming in
and out.

There has been some talk of
changing seating in the Gallery
to better alleviate the lunch-
time crowding, although ne
plans officially are in the works,
he said.

He mentioned adding an ele-
vated seating section with a
staircase to create more space
on the floor or enclosing the
current outdoor seating area to
add about 80 additional seats
as possible selutions,

“It might be kind of a dream,”

he said,

“It would be costly and
require some work,”

Accounting junior Natalie
Beutler said she rarely eats
at the Gallery because she
lives off campus, but when
she does, it is always busy
and the lines are long,

“SnyPhi is always crowd-
ed,” she said.

Haskell also said with
potential construction plans
in the works for the cafete-
rias in Akers and Landon
halls, expanding the Gallery
would require the dining ser-

See CROWDING on page 2

NEWS BRIEF

CITY COUNCIL SUPPORTS MEDICAL AMNESTY

The East Lansing City Council passed a resolution at its
Tuesday night work session supporting medical amnesty
legislation, which currently Is making its way through the

igan House of

The legislation would protect minors whe turn a friend or

in for medical
point of illness,

when i i to the

East Lansing Mayer Diane Goddeerls sald city officlals always
look to suppert measures that protect personal safety of

residents or students,

“We all have to be in this together,”

ibilitios to be there (for

she said. “We want all the

The legislation — which recently was passed by the House
Judiclary Committee almost unanimously — has been supported

by ASMSU, MSU's

student g

Ancther amnesty bill passed in the House before dying in a
Senate committes at the end of 2010,
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